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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 14, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-1111 
1906 DAVID STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1948 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, mid-century Modern-style brick and frame house with ribbon 
sets of multi-light metal-framed casement windows across the front of the house.  Mid-
century modern architecture has as its defining features a long, horizontal layout with 
abundant glass and the use of new technology to allow for modern construction methods.  
One of the philosophies behind mid-century Modern design was to blend the outside and 
the inside environments, so these houses generally had large expanses of glass to achieve 
that goal.  This house, while a very modest example of mid-century Modern design, 
represents the style with the ribbons of windows and horizontal configuration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1948 for Dr. E. Bagby Atwood of the University of Texas, who lived 
here for the rest of his life.  Dr. Atwood was born in Yoakum, but raised in El Paso and New 
Mexico, where his father was a Baptist minister.  He studied at Hardin-Simmons College, 
and earned his Ph.D. from the University of Virginia. He post-doctoral work in Europe, 
then after an adventure as a gold miner, returned to teaching.  He taught at Stanford, 
Texas Western, and became a faculty member at the University of Texas at Austin in 1937.  
In 1953, he became a full professor.  His interests included linguistics, medieval literature, 
and dialectology, and he distinguished himself as the leading dialectologist of the 
Southwest.  
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage the applicant to restore and adaptively re-use the existing house, which is an 
excellent example of International style housing on a relatively modest scale, and also has 
significant associations with Dr. E. Bagby Atwood, a renowned linguistics professor and 
scholar at the University of Texas.  The house could qualify as a historic landmark for its 
architecture and its historical associations, and every effort to preserve and restore it 
should be considered before demolishing the house.  If the Commission votes to release the 
demolition permit, then staff recommends that the applicant complete a City of Austin 
Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch 
plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1906 David Street 
ca. 1948 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1906 David Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2015 
 
1992  John and Mitzi Reistroffer, renters 
  Geologist 
 
1985-86 Thomas A. and Jennifer Dietar, renters 
  Rental manager, Gallagher Equipment, 11011 Research Boulevard. 
 
1981  Mary B. Atwood, owner 
  Retired 
 
1977  Mary B. Atwood, owner 
  Widow, E. Bagby Atwood 

Retired 
 
1973  Mary B. Atwood, owner 
  Widow, E. Bagby Atwood 

No occupation listed 
 
1968  Mary B. Atwood, owner 
  Widow, E. Bagby Atwood 
  No occupation listed 
 
1962  E. Bagby and Mary Atwood, owners 



 D.10 - 5 
  Professor, University of Texas 
 
1959  E. Bagby and Mary Atwood, owners 

Professor, University of Texas 
 
1955  E. Bagby and Mary B. Atwood, owners 
  Professor, University of Texas 
 
1952  Elmer B. and Mary B. Atwood, owners 

Associate professor, University of Texas 
 
1949  Elmer B. and Mary B. Atwood, owners 

Associate professor, University of Texas 
 
1947  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  E. Bagby and Mary Atwood are listed at 3208½ Grandview Street; he 
was a teacher at the University of Texas. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
E. Bagby and Mary B. Atwood (ca. 1948 – ca. 1983) 
E. Bagby and Mary B. Atwood appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the renters of the house at 
307 E. 31 Street in Austin.  E. Bagby Atwood was 39, had been born in Texas, and was an 
instructor at the state university.  Mary B. Atwood was 41, had been born in Virginia, and was a 
substitute teacher in the public schools.  They had a daughter, Alison Lee, 4, who had been 
born in California.  The family had lived in Palo Alto, California in 1935. 
 



 D.10 - 6 

 
 



 D.10 - 7 

 
Obituary of E. Bagby Atwood 

Austin American, October 8, 1963 
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Building permit to E. Bagby Atwood for the construction of this house (1948) 

 
 

 
Water service permit to Plancon, Inc., the builder of this house (1948) 

 
 

 


