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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 14, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-1112 
2205 GREENLEE DRIVE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1941 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, irregular-plan, hipped-roofed, stone-veneered house with single 1:1 fenestration, 
projecting hipped-roof bays, and a partial-width, flat-roofed independent porch on 
ornamental metal supports. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1941 by local builder Neil Bothmer.  It was vacant in the early 
1940s until it was purchased by Emil and Vera Anderson, who lived here until around 
1946.  Emil Anderson was an assistant cashier at the American National Bank at 6th Street 
and Congress Avenue; he and Vera had lived on Kenwood Avenue in Travis Heights before 
moving into this house, and they moved back to a house on Alta Vista Avenue in Travis 
Heights after moving out of this house. 
From around 1946 until around 1960, the house was owned and occupied by Milton J and 
Helen B. Thompson.  Milton J. Thompson was a professor of aeronautical engineering at 
the University of Texas.  He was a native of Michigan, and taught and worked at the 
University of Michigan for several years before moving to Austin to teach at the University 
of Texas in 1941.  He served as chair of the newly-created Department of Aeronautical 
Engineering during World War II, and held that position for more than 20 years.  He was 
involved in defense-related activities during World War II, and helped to establish the 
Defense Research Laboratory at the University of Texas. 
From around 1960 to 1992, the house was owned and occupied by Seth D. and Evelyn 
Breeding.  Seth D. Breeding was a hydrology engineer who worked for the U.S. Geological 
Survey before joining the Texas Water Development Board.  He and Evelyn lived in this 
house through their retirement. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting 
of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house has neither the architectural nor the 
historical significance to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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2205 Greenlee Drive 
ca. 1941 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2205 Greenlee Drive 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2015 
 
1992  S.D. Breeding, owner 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Mrs. S.D. Breeding, owner 
  Retired 
 
1981  Mrs. S.D. Breeding, owner 
  Retired 
 
1977  Evelyn H. Breeding, owner 
  Widow, Seth D. Breeding 
  Retired 
 
1973  Seth D. and Evelyn H. Breeding, owners 
  Retired 
 
1968  Seth D. and Evelyn H. Breeding, owners 
  Consulting engineer, State Water Development Board 
 
1962  Seth D. and Evelyn H. Breeding, owners 

Engineer, State Board of Water Engineers 
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1959  Milton J. and Helen B. Thompson, owners 

Professor, University of Texas 
NOTE:  Seth D. and Evelyn Breeding are listed at 2309 Bridle Path; he was a 
hydrology engineer for the U.S. Geologic Survey. 

 
1955  Milton J. and Helen B. Thompson, owners 

Professor, University of Texas 
 
1952  Milton J. and Helen B. Thompson, owners 

Professor, University of Texas 
 
1949  Milton J. and Helen B. Thompson, owners 
  Professor, University of Texas 
 
1947  Milton J. and Helen B. Thompson, owners 
  Aeronautical engineer, University of Texas 

NOTE:  Emil W. and Vera J. Anderson are listed at 1811 Alta Vista Avenue; he 
was the assistant cashier at the American National Bank, 601-05 Congress 
Avenue. 

 
1944-45 Emil W. and Vera J. Anderson, owners 
  Assistant cashier, American National Bank, 601-05 Congress Avenue. 

NOTE:  Milton J. and Helen Thompson are listed at 1511 Woodlawn Boulevard; 
he was a professor at the University of Texas. 

 
1942  Vacant 

NOTE:  Emil W. and Vera J. Anderson are listed at 1708 Kenwood Avenue.  He 
was a teller at the American National Bank, 601-05 Congress Avenue. 

 
1941  No houses are listed on Greenlee Drive 

NOTE:  Emil W. and Vera J. Anderson are listed at 1708 Kenwood Avenue.  He 
was a teller at the American National Bank, 601-05 Congress Avenue. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Emil W. and Vera J. Anderson (ca. 1942 – ca. 1946) 
Emil W. and Vera R. Anderson appear in the1930 U.S. Census as the renters of the house at 
1412 Travis Heights Boulevard.  Emil W. Anderson was 32, had been born in Texas to a 
Swedish-born father and a Texas-born mother, and was a bank teller.  Vera R. Anderson was 
28, had been born in Texas, and was a substitute teacher in the public schools.  They had no 
children listed with them. 
 
Milton J. and Helen B. Thompson (ca. 1946 – ca. 1960) 
According to his 1971 death certificate, Milton John Thompson was born in 1904 in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan.  He was living at 205 McConnell Drive at the time of his death.  He was a 
professor at the University of Texas. 
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Obituary of Milton J. Thompson 

Austin American-Statesman, July 25, 1971 
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Seth D. and Evelyn Breeding (ca. 1960 – ca. 1992) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Seth D. and Evelyn Breeding as the owners of the house at 2313 
Bridle Path in Austin.  Seth D. Breeding was 38, had been born in Texas, and was an engineer 
for the U.S. Geological Survey.  Evelyn Breeding was 37, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had a son, Seth D. Breeding, Jr., 5, who had been born in Texas. 
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Obituary of Seth D. Breeding 

Austin American-Statesman, January 19, 1977 
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Obituary of Evelyn Breeding 

Austin American-Statesman, February 27, 1992 
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Building permit to Neal Bothmer for the construction of this house (1941) 

 
 

 
Water service permit to Neal Bothmer for this address (1941) 
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Building permit to Seth D. Breeding for the construction of a carport (1962) 

 
 


