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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

JANUARY 25, 2016 

NRD-2015-0112 

West Line National Register District 

611 West Lynn Street 

 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish the turn of the century structure.  

 

This property has been before the Historic Landmark Commission in 2003 for a demolition. 

The Historic Landmark Commission voted at that time to deny the permit and initiate 

historic zoning with an 8-0 vote. The application was withdrawn before the Historic 

Landmark Commission could make a recommendation on Historic Landmark Zoning.  

 

In 2006 a case to designate the property as a Historic Landmark was again started and on 

the agenda. The application was indefinitely postponed. The staff recommendation was 

created for this case (C14H-06-0022) and staff’s recommendation was to designate the 

property as a Historic Landmark.  

 

ARCHITECTURE  

One and a half-story side gabled frame house with a front-gabled brick entry bay. It has a 

round-arched doorway a gable front bay window, single and paired 2:2 windows; partial 

width screened porch to the right of the entry and shed and gable front dormers. The 

building has both Classical Revival and Tudor influences.  

 

The building was originally built in 1899 and over the years has had many additions and 

expansions. The majority of these changes took place prior to 1935. Since 1935 limited 

structural changes have been made to the house with the exception of first floor bedroom on 

the east (rear) side of the building. These rooms were removed by the Dildy’s due to 

deterioration.  

 

HISTORY 

The house was built around 1899 for Roy and Helen Slaughter. Slaughter bought this 

property when he was a clerk for Brown Brothers, the city’s most prominent mortgage and 

banking firm. Slaughter became the land and mortgage agent for Brown Brothers by 1910 

and was a principal in the company by 1913 a position he held until his death in 1944. Mrs. 

Helen Slaughter lived in the house for several years afterwards, then sold the property to 

Dr. Charles B. Dildy, a physician, whose family still owns the house. Dr. Dildy was a 

“neighborhood” physician,” with a general practice in the Capital National Bank Building 

and later on West Avenue and finally in his home.  

 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 
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This property is within the Old West Austin National Register Historic District and the 

Secretary of the Interiors Standards are used for review. As this application is for a 

demolition, we also have to determine if the property is eligible for Historic Landmark 

Designation so the designation criteria in the City of Austin Land Development Code will 

be used.  

 

§ 25-2-352 HISTORIC DESIGNATION CRITERIA.  

(A) The council may designate a structure or site as a historic landmark (H) combining 
district if:  

(1) the property is at least 50 years old and represents a period of significance of at 
least 50 years ago, unless the property is of exceptional importance as defined by 
National Register Bulletin 22, National Park Service (1996);  

(2) the property retains a high degree of integrity, as defined by the National Register 
of Historic Places, that clearly conveys its historical significance and does not 
include an addition or alteration which has significantly compromised its integrity; 
and  

 

(3) the property:  

(a) is individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places; or is 
designated as a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark, State Archeological 
Landmark, or National Historic Landmark; or  

(b) demonstrates significance in at least two of the following categories:  

(i) Architecture. The property embodies the distinguishing characteristics 
of a recognized architectural style, type, or method of 
construction; exemplifies technological innovation in design or 
construction; displays high artistic value in representing ethnic or 
folk art, architecture, or construction; represents a rare example 
of an architectural style in the city; serves as an outstanding 
example of the work of an architect, builder, or artisan who 
significantly contributed to the development of the city, state, or 
nation; possesses cultural, historical, or architectural value as a 
particularly fine or unique relating to an example of a utilitarian or 

vernacular structure; or represents an architectural curiosity or 
one-of-a-kind building. A property located within a local historic 
district is ineligible to be nominated for landmark designation 
under the criterion for architecture, unless it possesses 
exceptional significance or is representative of a separate period 
of significance.  

(ii) Historical Associations. The property has long-standing significant 
associations with persons, groups, institutions, businesses, or 
events of historic importance which contributed significantly to 
the history of the city, state, or nation; or represents a significant 
portrayal of the cultural practices or the way of life of a definable 
group of people in a historic time.  

(iii) Archeology. The property has, or is expected to yield, significant 
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region;  
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(iv) Community Value. The property has a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the 
character, image, or cultural identity of the city, a neighborhood, 
or a particular group.  

(v) Landscape Feature. The property is a significant natural or designed 
landscape or landscape feature with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, 
or historical value to the city.  

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Initiate historic zoning as the Slaugher-Dildy House is significant for its architecture and 

its association with Roy Slaughter, a principal of Brown Brothers, one of the city’s most 

prominent banking institutions, and with Dr. Charles Dildy, a local physician. If the 

Historic Landmark Commission releases the permit, a City of Austin Documentation 

package should be submitted before the permit is released.  

 

The property meets the Historic Designation Criteria as it is at least 50 years old and it 

retains a high degree of integrity in its architecture. While the original turn of the century 

building has been added onto over the years, the structure that remains today retains 

historic integrity as the building remains primarily the same as it was as shown by the 

1935 Sandborn Maps and is therefore the changes have acquired significance. The property 

was also listed as a potential individual listing in the West Line National Register Historic 

District nomination from 2005.  

The property also demonstrates significance in its architecture as an example of a 

transitional time period in Austin with the use of both Colonial Revival and Tudor 

influences. These details are evident on both the exterior and on the interior details as well.  

The property demonstrates significance for its association with Roy Slaughter and Charles 

Dildy. Roy Slaughter was executive-director of Brown Brothers and he worked his way up 

from clerk to the executive director while living at 611 West Lynn. During his leadership at 

Brown Brothers, he had a large community impact and contribution as they helped shape 

and were instrumental in the formation of state laws defining land titles and real estate 

loans, which have formed the both Travis County and the entire state into what it is today.   

Mr. Slaughter was also the grandson of a founding colonist of Travis County and this 

families importance is reflected in its prominence of names throughout the city (ie 

Slaughter Creek and Slaughter Lane) 

 

After Mr. Slaughter died in 1944, the house was sold to Charles Dildy. The family still 

retains ownership of the house today. Charles was a physician who had a practices located 

during various times at 806 Congress in the Capitol National Bank Building, 801 West 

Avenue, 504 W. 17th Street, as well as at his residence. Many neighborhood residents 

referred to Dr. Dildy as the neighborhood doctor and he was responsible for delivery many 

of the babies within the Old West Austin Neighborhood between 1949 and when he stopped 

practicing before in death in 2001.  
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LOCATION MAP 
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611 West Lynn Street 

Circa 1900 

 

 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 

 

 

City Directory Research, Austin History Center 

By City Historic Preservation Office 

October, 2015 and October 2003 

 

1992 Charles P. and Magdalen Dildy (owner), physician. 

 

1985-86 Charles P. and Magdalen Dildy (owner), physician. 

 

1981 Charles P. and Magdalen Dildy (owner), physician. 

 

1977 Charles P. and Magdalen Dildy (owner), physician. 

 

1968 Charles P. Dildy (owner), physician with offices at 504 W. 17th Street.  His 

wife Magdalyn was his secretary. 

 

1963 Charles P. Dildy (owner), physician with offices at 504 W. 17th Street.  His 

wife Magdalyn was his secretary. 

 

1960 Charles P. Dildy (owner), physician with offices at 504 W. 17th Street. 

 

1957 Charles B. Dildy (owner), physician with offices at 801 West Avenue. 



 C.2- 6 

 

1954 Charles B. Dildy (owner), physician with offices at 801 West Avenue. 

 

1949 Charles B. Dildy (owner), physician with offices at 806 Capitol National 

Bank. 

 

1947 Robert L. Slaughter (owner), no occupation listed.  His wife Helen was junior 

director of the American Red Cross. 

 

1944-45 Mrs. Helen Slaughter (owner), widow Roy L. Slaughter 

 

1940 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter (owner), principal in Brown Bros., real estate 

loans and insurance, offices in the Scarbrough Building. 

 

1937 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter (owner), principal in Brown Bros., real estate 

loans and insurance. 

 Rear:  Dona Brown, no occupation listed 

 

1935 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter (owner), principal in Brown Bros., real estate 

loans and insurance. 

 Rear:  Dona Brown, no occupation listed 

 

1932-33 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter (owner), principal in Brown Bros., real estate 

loans and insurance 

 Rear:  Dona Brown, no occupation listed 

1929 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter (owner), principal in Brown Bros., real estate 

loans and insurance. 

 

1927 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter (owner), principal in Brown Bros., real estate 

loans and insurance. 

 

1924 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter (owner), principal in Brown Bros., real estate 

loans and insurance. 

 

1920 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter (owner), principal in Brown Bros., real estate 

loans and insurance. 

 

1918 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter (owner), principal in Brown Bros., real estate 

loans and insurance. 

 

1916 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter (owner), principal in Brown Bros., real estate 

loans and insurance. 

 

1914 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter (owner), principal in Brown Bros., real estate 

loans and insurance. 

 

1912-13 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter (owner), principal in Brown Bros., real estate 

loans and insurance. 

 

1910-11 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter (owner), land and mortgage agent, Brown Bros. 

 

1909-10 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter (owner), manager, Brown Bros. 
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1903-04 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter (owner), land inspector, Brown Bros. 

 

1900-01 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter (owner), clerk, Brown Bros. 

 

1898-99 Address does not appear.  Roy L. Slaughter is a real estate clerk at Brown 

Bros., and boards at the Hotel Orr. 
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From West Line National Register Nomination. 2005.  
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