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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2015-0147 HLC DATE: January 25, 2016
PC DATE:
APPLICANTS: Annie-Laurie Grabiel, Clayton + Little, Architects, applicant

Bruce Curtis and Fred Daniel, owners

HISTORIC NAME: Peter and Esther Allidi House

WATERSHED: Lady Bird Lake

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 1315 Kenwood Avenue

ZONING FROM: SF-3-NCCD to SF-3-H-NCCD

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning change
from single family residence, neighborhood conservation (SF-3-NCCD) combining district to
single family residence, neighborhood conservation — Historic Landmark (SF-3-H-NCCD)
combining district zoning.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION:

Architecture and historic associations.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house i1s listed in the Comprehensive Cultural
Resources Survey (1984) with no priority ranking for research.

CITY COUNCIL DATE: ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 15T 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: South River City Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

Architecture:

One-story, rectangular-plan, pyramidal-roofed frame house with a central, front-gabled
pedimented entry porch with a segmental-arched entry; single and paired 1:1 fenestration
with Craftsman-style wooden screens; Craftsman-style door with sidelights.

Historical Associations:

The house was built in 1928; Peter and Esther Allidi were the first owners and occupants of the
house. Peter Allidi was a Swiss-born painter who specialized in interior decoration, and was of
the same school as craftsmen like Peter Mansbendel and Fortunat Weigl in the decorative
house arts in Austin. He designed and executed the painted loggia ceiling of the old Austin
Public Library (now the Austin History Center), and had several commissions on the
University of Texas campus, including the Stark Library in the Main Building (1938), and the
architecture library in Goldsmith Hall. He also did the interiors of the Central Christian
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Church on Guadalupe Street. Esther Allidi was born in France and had a French perfume
business downtown in the 1920s. She was also an excellent cook, and was featured in several
stories in the Austin newspapers dealing with French cooking. She worked as a chef in several
restaurants in town, had a catering business, and developed a signature salad dressing.

PARCEL NO.: 03020303030000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 4, Block 46, Travis Heights

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $6,543 (no caps apply).

APPRAISED VALUE: $600,836

PRESENT USE: Residence

CONDITION: Excellent

PRESENT OWNERS:

Bruce Curtis and Fred Daniel
1315 Kenwood Avenue
Austin Texas, 78704

DATE BUILT: ca. 1928

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: A new addition to the back is under construction; it is not
visible from the street, and was reviewed by the Historic Landmark Commission in 2015.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Peter and Esther Allidi (1928)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None.
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A2-3

cccccccc

agget®

GO-CO-NP

s
H 35 supg s

GO-CO-NP

N "~ SUBJECT TRACT
ZONING CASE#: C14H-2015-0147

[ T4PenDING cAsE
L  YzoninG BouNDARY
This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,

1"=200"

HISTORIC ZONING

engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the

approximate relative location of property boundaries
This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is made

by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness



A2-4

1315 Kenwood Avenue

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1315 Kenwood Avenue

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office

March, 2015
1992 Beverly E. Williams, owner
Clerk, University of Texas
1985-86 Beverly E. Williams, owner
Administrative secretary, University of Texas
1981 Beverly E. and Amy V. Williams, owners
Typist, University of Texas
1977 Amy V. French, renter

Department manager, Austin public schools
NOTE: The directory indicates that Amy V. French was a new resident at this
address.

1973 No return



1968

1962

1959

1953

1949

1947

1944-45

1941

1939

1937

1935

1932-33

1930-31

1929

1927

William A. and Olivia A. Dobbins, owners
No occupation listed

Esther M. Allidi, owner
Widow, Peter Allidi
No occupation listed

Esther M. Allidi, owner
Widow, Peter Allidi
No occupation listed

Esther M. Allidi, owner
Widow, Peter Allidi
No occupation listed

Esther M. Allidi, owner
Widow, Peter Allidi
No occupation listed

Peter and Esther Allidi, owners
Building contractor (office at the house)

Peter and Esther Allidi, owners
Building contractor (office at the house)

Peter and Esther Allidi, owners
Painter (office at the house)

Peter and Esther Allidi, owners
Painter

Peter and Esther Allidi, owners
Painter (office at the house)

NOTE: The address is listed as 1403 Kenwood Avenue.

Peter and Esther Allidi, owners
Painter

NOTE: The address is listed as 1403 Kenwood Avenue.

Peter and Esther Allidi, owners
No occupation listed

NOTE: The address is listed as 1403 Kenwood Avenue.

Peter and Esther Allidi, owners
Contractor

NOTE: The address is listed as 1403 Kenwood Avenue.

Peter and Esther Allidi, owners
Painter

NOTE: The address is listed as 1403 Kenwood Avenue.

The address is not listed in the directory.
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NOTE: Peter and Esther Allidi are listed at 810 W. 10" Street; he was a painter.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES
Peter and Esther Allidi (ca. 1928 — ca. 1965)
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Peter and Esther Allidi as the owners of this house (which is
listed as 1315 Kenwood Avenue), and which was worth $6,000. Peter Allidi was 55, had been
born in Switzerland, and was an interior decorator. Esther Allidi was 45, had been born in
France, and had no occupation listed. They had a 9-year old daughter, Louisette, who had
been born in Texas.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows Peter and Esther F. Allidi as the owners of this house, which was
worth $4,000. Peter Allidi was 45, had been born in Switzerland, and was a house decorator.
Esther F. Allidi was 36, had been born in France, and had no occupation listed. They had no
children listed with them. The address is shown as 1403 Kenwood Avenue.

The 1920 U.S. Census shows Peter and Esther Allidi as the renters of a house at 1906 (name
unintelligible). This census report shows that eter Alidi had immigrated in 1900, and Esther
Allidi had immigrated in 1913. He was a decorator with hos own shop; she was a nurse. They
had no children listed with them.

His 1948 death certificate shows that Peter Allidi was living at 1315 Kenwood Avenue; he was
born July 23, 1885 in Switzerland, and was an artist and interior decorator. He had been living
in the house on Kenwood for 32 years.

His 1918 World War | draft registration card shows that Peter John Allidi was living at 1906
Willow Street; he was born in Switzerland and was a house painter for Tom D. Hill in Donna,
Texas. He was of medium height, medium build, had brown eyes, and dark brown hair.

Esther Allidi’s 1975 death certificate shows that she was living in Waco. She was the owner of
a café. She had lived in Waco for 8 years.

The concrete beams decorations were likely designed by Peter Allidi (1885-1948) and Harold Everett “Bubi” Jessen
(1908-1979) in 1933. Allidi, born in Switzerland, also collaborated with Jessen to decorate the exterior loggia
ceiling of the old Austin Public Library (1933) and was later employed to paint the Stark Library and Rare Book
Study on the fourth floor of the Main Building (1937). The stenciled designs follow the theme of “The Progress of
Architecture Through the Centuries” and feature famous buildings in architectural history and icons of the machine
age. These decorations were the inspiration for the similar designs painted on the beams of the south lobby, added in
the 1980s addition to the building.

From Interiors, A Catalog of Historic and Significant Campus Interiors, Project Management and
Construction Services, University of Texas at Austin, 2010.

In 1928 the Austin voters approved $150,000 in bonds for a permanent 36,000 square foot building at the site, and
the temporary building was moved to Angelina Street to become Austin’s first public library branch, the Carver
Branch. Hugo Franz Kuehne, an Austin architect and a founder of the school of architecture at the University of
Texas, designed the first permanent home of the Austin Public Library and construction began in 1932. Henry E.
Wattinger was named the general contractor with a bid of $106,638; John L. Martin was the plumbing and heating
contractor ($58,747); and Fox-Schmidt completed the electrical work ($4,048). The building took advantage of local
materials and craftsmen. Cordova cream limestone was used to achieve the Italian Renaissance Revival style of the
building. Fortunat Weigl, a German ironsmith who immigrated to Texas in 1913, created ornamental wrought iron
work to enhance the balconies, doors and windows. Peter Mansbendel, a Swiss master woodcarver who came to
Texas in 1911, carved much of the interior woodwork. Harold Everett “Bubi” Jessen (1908-1979), a local architect,
and Peter Allidi (1885-1948), also a Swiss immigrant who was a local artist and interior decorator, painted the
frescoes on the ceiling of the arched loggia on the north side of the building. Allidi had previously completed the
decoration in the architecture library of Goldsmith Hall on the University of Texas Campus and Jessen was a student
assistant on the project. (It is interesting to note that Peter Allidi’s wife, Esther Mirel Allidi, was the creator of Mrs.
Allidi’s La Martinique salad dressing).

From Austin Remembers . . ., Austin History Center Association, Winter, 2014.:




Mrs. Peter Allidi .

while abroad purchased pomme

of the Riviera Intost creatlons
of pertumerics wihileh are now
un aiEpiay ot 810 West Tenth
sLrent.

- i — 2|
Ad for Mrs. Allidi’'s perfume business
Austin American, February 28, 1926

Exquisite I'rench
®  Perfumes and §
) Toiletteries  §

8 Imported Direct of !
2 de Molinard, Jeune, Paris @1

55¢ 1o $7.00 [

e o i

-t

Mrs. Esther Allidi

810 W, 10th Street
8 14 Block Off West Ave.
Dial 663

et T

Ad for Mrs. Esther Allidi’'s French perfumes
Austin Statesman, March 15, 1926

Allidi Awarded Paint
Contract Here ..

Peta Allldl, Austln painting eon-
tractor, has been awarded tha con-
tract for paint work on the naw
homa of Tha Ausiin  Americane
Biatesman at Beventh and Coln-
rado. -

News story of Pete Allidi’'s award of a paint contract for the new newspaper offices

Austin American-Statesman, May 24, 1936
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Piano Recital

Mrs, Jack Shelby presented mem-
bers -of her plano class ‘in Tecital
Friday evening at the home of Mrs,
Peter Allidi, 1315 Kenwood. H. M.
Bohn assisted with violin) numbers,

The following class members ook
part In the program: Janet Boyd,
Elizabeth Bohn, Ruby Ward, Alice
Wallace, Luiselte Allldi, Ethel Lacy,
Laurp Mae Cullen, Lila Ann Park-
¢r and Flora .Ioa:u ‘i}"are.

Piano recital at the home of Esther Allidi, 1315 Kenwood Avenue
Austin Statesman, December 31, 1939

Silver Tea To Aid
French Refugees

A silver tea for the benefit of
French war refugees will be given
Thursday from 5 to 7 p. m, at the
home of Mrs. Eugene Tips, 1708
Cromwell I, Mesdames Peler
Alldi, J. E. “MeDonald, Harris
Gardner and Eugene Tips will be
joint hoslesges for the oceaslon
and these sponsors bespeak a gen-
erols response to thls call from the
women of Austin,

The funds will be sent {o the
cenlral  oftice of the Aliance
Franchlse in New York, and from
there with the least possible delay
io France io be made available for
use, .

® & @

News story on the silver tea for the benefit of French war refugees hosted by Mrs. Esther Allidi
Austin American-Statesman, June 16, 1940




WE ARE PLEASED TO
ANNOUNCE

That our.kitchen is now under the manogement of

MRS. PETER ALLIDI

Famous for her good cooking. We join MRS. Allidi in
inviting her friends end former patrons to visit us,

LA CONGA

2317 SO, CONGRESS PHONE 2-5170
Dinner Hour: 5 1o 8

Ad for Mrs. Esther Allidi’s position as the kitchen manager of La Conga
Austin Statesman, January 29, 1946
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Last Services
Conducted For
Peter Allidi

Funeral Services for Peter Allidi,
who died at a local hospital Mon-
day. were held Tuesday at St
Ignalius Catholic Church, with the
Rev. Francis Sullivan, CSC, of-
ficiating.

Allidi, who was 63 years old at
the time of his death, had lived in
Austin for 32 years. He came io
' the US 45 years ago from his native
Switzerland, An artist and inter-
ior decorator of note, he executed
the interiors of the Central Chris-
tian Church here and the interiors
of several buildings on the Univer-
sity of Texas campus, ,

He is survived by his _wife and an ||
adopted daughter, Louisette.

Rosary services were held Mon-
day evening at the Weed-Corley
Funeral Home. Burial will be in
Mount Calvary Cemetery.

i il il
News story on the funeral of Peter Allidi

Austin Statesman, September 28, 1948
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’ in Glatesman
[ﬁzé womans WORLD

Auztin, Texas, Fridav, Oclober 14, 1955—Page 8

Ansdin SEabesmon Tkl §iales
MRS ALLIDD WHIPS U1 AUTHENTIC FRENCH BRUM OMELET

Bofvpe ou van sy “bon apeetit?” omelet = dene,
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'CHOW LINES

~ Special Frer
Mrs. Allidi's

I Be PAT FOLMAR BOBINSON
‘ Loz Tammus as one of Aushin's |
cvery hest emoks s Mrs, Peler
Alleli sd 15 Roemwnned

The pative Fronehh woman op.
erated A popular resthurant bere
duping e "4z, and her la !
Martiniguee'  salad  dressmmes are !
carricd by [ood  stores ol over
T, :

Mrs, Allifi was barn awd raised
m Grasse, Franee, Bul mow — ot
side of her aecent and flaie for
Freneh eaisine — she s 1090 per
ol American, sl VETY !u'n’nld if
iL.

Nefore =hie opened Ber festaticant
she swrebe 1o g fameus chel [or
atbviee, Louis P, DeGaeoy bl heen
i Iekend ol lwr uecle's oon the
[ Feessch Riviera omd wnbd recently
was comsulting ehel of Hotel Man-
acernent of America.

Chef ooy sent M, Allidi on
awbngraphed capy of his conk honk
Al e whhizwnnl recipes wihich
b bizes mever slloweed 1o b el ol

e aml Mrs, Allufi bave oor-
respander]  PUer o sinee, Noay somne
v Mred Alldi prepares et s
recipes belier than be can himself,

Mrs, Allide has nesl twa other
suples Lo gomd coeking threugh the
VRALE, |

Bioth are ol French eonk ik s
e owas printed an 1073, and the
nther o5 over o W vears okl B
its eurled brown poces =l con-
Iain infermaton which woubld e
valuahlo tn the mnst modern conik,

Mes, Alhedi's satad dressines were
o papular at her restaoeant she
Yezan selling themt by the ballio.
Foven ofler she closed the reski-
rrint, popular domand decrood she
continge making  salad  drossipzs,
At times she would actaally doble |
e price In dizesnrace aples, bt
husiness kepl getting beiter amd
hether,

Now e operates o Tall scale
hosiness i the hasement of her,
o, Her prsthiets imelode Rogue-
fren eheese ddressing, poppy send |
dressine,  chilfonade  and French
thrrsspge,

1

Wiheen Mre< Alhely b En o mame
er daverite dizhe: e Tist alwavs
mohades (waters Peubette, FReact .
twmckling Menazere and ram ome-
el '
With Dwtober contianing an RS
duck soaisn comtns up soon and
amelets 2ol aosctmwe, all three of
e favardes are timely now,

News story of Mrs. Esther Allidi’'s cooking and catering business
Austin Statesman, October 14, 1955



It was Nirs, Alldrs Seled
Diressing.

Thak's [E.1] Infarmeatien
reaching the Austin Chamber of
Commsrcs (hls wotk aller an

Who Made That Dressing
For Salad? Mrs. Allidi Did!

Infarmelion al the chamber.

Tez Del Thlo men wrede of &
malaid dressing manufsciured In
Mastin which be hed dlacoyvered
In the early 1848 and asked the

arilcln in tasd Forday's Awstinichember far 1 veme,
Americas-Slateiman  bold  of) Soeskind  didet  kmow  the
chamter dilficullizs in Mnding alonsser bk the more than 50

snlpd dressing which & Del Rlo
gakn had asked the chamber 10
help locale.

The chamher mew lies on
nnawer, “45 phane culle and live
leiters  Bater,”  says  Mal

peaple  wha  responded  with
Infarmnlion this weck belped
hims ploce (he puszle lopelher,
b comlributed
samolhing" Susskind sak,
Typlew] of the cilizen respanse

Susskimd, director  of|to tae query 1s 130 loller from &

(|re. AMdl's anlad dresying —
+|wmy excelleat.™

!|em South Compress 1n ihe luie

tompmufaclured  ioday @ “ila

Deessing™ by Smilth Foods, Tne.

| Susikind was pleased wilh ke

|nngwrr bo bhin raiher unosusl

Smlthvifle woman who tare ol
n perilan of (ha article and
wrole n (he margin, *PossThly

The comsnsas ol cally wag
thel tha Del Rls man was
prabably boking lor the salsd
dresalng made hy Mre Esther
Alidi who slaried making lhe
salpd dressing ab A resiaurant

Th0e.

Gusskinde research lndlcales
1eat Mrs. Allidl, who sow lives
In Wocn, mode a *poppy seed
dressing" for o memher of veam
befare leaving the business In
1H0 when a pariner ook over.

Her  smlnd  dressleg [

Martlnigus Toppy Sesd

which has o pland on Sowlh
Flrsd Slreal.
A newcomer ig Amiis

cilleen respanse In his el for
nislalamee  And  pheased  Uhml
chember could help (ke Del Ria

Ko dpader had he fomd e

fequeyl dof help when anolher
Telter arrived. :

It was from a man fa New
Caledonia who asked for the
namé of “iose rainmaking
orgnnizations in Texas™

There™s no end o the biearre

‘(ledrs dhe chamber mecolves,|
Susakind soys. |

News story on Mrs. Esther Allidi’s salad dressing
Austin American-Statesman, June 10, 1973
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The 1935 Sanborn map shows the house with its address of 1403 Kenwood Avenue; this map is
the first to show this section of the city.
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The 1962 Sanborn map shows the house with the same conflgurat|on as shown on the 1935

map above; the address shows both the old address of 1403 and the new address of 1315
Kenwood Avenue.
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Water service permit to Peter Allidi for this house (1927)



