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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JANUARY 25, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-1195 
1602 S. 3RD STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1938 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with stone veneer on the front; 
exterior stone chimney on the left side of the house; paired modern replacement windows 
and a modern sliding glass door on the front façade; original windows appear to be 1:1 in a 
single configuration on the sides of the house without the stone veneer. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1938 by Leonard Hicks, Jr. and his wife, Thelma.  Leonard Hicks, 
Jr. grew up in East Austin, and was working as an assistant at the State Highway 
Department at the time that he and Thelma built this house.  They lived here until around 
1940.  Leonard Hicks, Jr. went on to become the chief of the Lighting Division at the 
University of Texas. 
The house then was rented out to a variety of tenants, including a carpenter and a baker, 
until after World War II.  Agnes Edwards, who had lost her husband in World War II, 
purchased the house around 1946.  She lived here until around 1950, when she married her 
late husband’s brother, Thurlow Edwards.  Agnes and Thurlow Edwards lived here until 
around 1960.  At the time that Thurlow moved in, he was a student; he then became a 
plumber’s  helper, and later a city firefighter.  In their later years, Thurlow and Agnes 
moved to Blanco, Texas. 
In the late 1960s, the house was owned and occupied by Ramaldo and Josie Martinez; he 
was a furniture repairman; they lived here until the early 1970s.  The house was then 
occupied by Mario Valdez, who is sometimes listed as an owner and sometimes as a renter 
in the city directories.  Mario Valdez was a driver for Capitol Aggregates, a concrete, sand, 
and gravel business. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit.  The house has undergone some major architectural modifications over 
the years, and does not have the requisite architectural nor historical significance to 
warrant individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1602 S. 3RD Street 
ca. 1938 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 D.9- 4 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1602 S. 3rd Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
January, 2016 
 
1992  Mario Valdez, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 Beckey Cadena, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Beckey Cadena was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1981  Mario Valdez, owner 

Driver, Capitol Aggregates, ready-mix concrete, concrete, hot mix, asphalt, sand, 
and gravel, Bolm Road. 

 
1977  Mario and Dora Valdez, renters 

Driver, Capitol Aggregates, ready-mix concrete, concrete, hot mix, asphalt, sand, 
and gravel, Bolm Road. 

 
1973  Mario Valdez, renter 
  Kennel man, Austin Humane Society 
  NOTE:  The address listing in the directory shows this house as vacant. 
 
1968  Ramaldo V. and Josie Martinez, owners 

Repairman, Austin Furniture Craftsman (Clyde M. Hill, -proprietor), furniture 
repair, 108 Brazos Street. 

 
1962  Vacant 
 
1959  Thurlow and Agnes Edwards, renters 
  City firefighter 
 
1955  Thurlow and Agnes Edwdards, owners 
  Plumber’s helper, P.J. Brewington Plumbing Company, 2400 E. 1st Street. 
 
1952  Thurlow and Agnes Edwards, owners 
  Student 
 
1949  Agnes Edwards, owner 

NOTE:  There is no listing for an Agnes Edwards in the alphabetical section of 
the directory. 

  NOTE:  Thurlow Edwards is not listed in the directory. 
 
1947  Agnes Edwards, owner 
  Widow, H.E. Edwards 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  Thurlow Edwards is listed at 1211 Holly Street; he was a laborer for the 
City Water Department. 
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1944-45 David and Irma B. Darhline, renters 
  Baker 
  NOTE:  Agnes Edwards is not listed in the directory. 
 
1941  James D. and Henrietta Liming, renters 
  Carpenter 
 
1940  Leonard and Thelma Hicks, Jr., renters 
  Assistant, State Highway Department 
 
1939  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Leonard and Thelma Hicks are listed at 202 E. 2nd Street.  He was a 
clerk for the Forrest Wray Service Store, auto accessories, 120 E. 5th Street. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Leonard and Thelma Hicks, Jr. (ca. 1938 – ca. 1940) 
Leonard Hicks, Jr. was the son of Leonard and Lizzie Hicks of East Austin.  He appears in the 
1930 U.S. Census as their 14-year old son.  He was born in Texas.  His parents rented their 
home on Canterbury Street; his father was a shipping clerk for a hardware store.  He and 
Thelma do not seem to appear in the 1940 U.S. Census. 
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Obituary of Leonard Hicks, Jr. 

Austin American-Statesman, November 28, 1982 
 
James D. and Henrietta Liming (ca. 1940 – ca. 1943) 
James D. and Henrietta Liming appear in the 1940 U.S. Census for Wichita, Kansas.  James K. 
Liming was 35, had been born in Kansas, and was a foreman at a power plant.  Henrietta 
Liming was 32, had been born in Kansas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 2 daughters: 
Marguerite, 15; and Frances, 12.  Both girls had been born in Kansas. 
 
 
Thurlow and Agnes Edwards (ca. 1946 – ca. 1960) 
Thurlow Edwards appears in the 1940 U.S. Census as the 14-year old son of Marion Edwards, 
a 36-year old Texas-born widow.  Thurlow was the middle of Marion’s 3 children listed with her.  
He had an older brother, Horace, 16; and a younger sister, Delores, 11.  They lived in a rented 
house at 92 San Jacinto Street in Austin.  His mother was a laborer in the city waterworks.  
None of the children had occupations listed. 
 
He apparently had an older brother named Harlow, who was killed during World War II.  Agnes 
Edwards was originally married to Harlow Edwards, then married Thurlow around 1950. 
 

 
Obituary of Thurlow Edwards 

Austin American-Statesman, March 9, 1982 
 
EDWARDS, Agnes Blackburn 
Age 90, of Blanco, passed away June 29, 2014. Visitation July 2, 5-7 p.m. at Crofts-Crow 
Funeral Chapel, Blanco, TX.. 
 

Death notice for Agnes Edwards 
Austin American-Statesman, July 2, 2014 
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Mario and Dora Valdez (ca. 1970 - ) 
 

 

 
Death notice for Mario Valdez 

Austin American-Statesman, August 17, 2001 
 

 
Obituary of Mario Valdez 

Austin American-Statesman, August 18, 2001 
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Building permit to Leonard Hicks, Jr. for the construction of the house (1938) 

 

 
Water service permit to Leonard Hicks, Jr. for this address (1938) 
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Sewer service permit for this address referencing Leonard Hicks, Jr. as the owner (1938) 

 
 

 
Building permit to Romauldo Martinez for remodeling and repairs (1968) 

 
 


