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Stream Reconstructs Habitat for the Barton Springs Salamander
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HCP – USFWS 10(a)1(B) permit 

 Allows the City of Austin to keep Barton Springs Pool 
open for recreation despite it being endangered 
species habitat 

 20 yr permit 
 MOU between PARD and WPD 
 Benefits of Daylighting: 

 

 
• Increase salamander habitat and 

improve resiliency of species 
• Replaces degrading pipe 
• Amphitheater returns to historical 

condition 
• Recreate historical waterway 
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-increased resiliency of species is reason in HCP, others are benefits to infrastructure/stakeholders



Public Outreach 

 Monthly meetings from November 2013-February 
2015 

 No negative input received 
 Continued communication with updates to website 

and listserv 



Eliza Spring Modifications 

• Amphitheater built 
• Outflow buried 
• Concrete floor 
• Salamander habitat 

 
Buried 24” pipe 



New Channel, Storm Drain Redirection, 
and Structural Support 

Legend 
Eliza Spring  
 proposed stream 
 pipe to remove 
 support wall 
Storm Drain A 
 proposed 
 to remove 
Storm Drain B 
 proposed 
 to remove 
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Structural wall with micropiles



Grading Overview 
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Necessary to lower grade for new stream to flow out of amphitheater (water level is lower than current grade, was filled in when pipe buried)



Fencing Overview 

Fencing 
 proposed 
 to remove 
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New fence surrounds streamLimits of Pool lawn will extend back and abut concession stand and Eliza amphitheater



Landscaping Overview 
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Lawn to Match ExistingNative Plants Surrounding StreamIrrigation added to match existing



Current Processes: 

 100% Plans Reviewed by QMD 
 Site Plan Submitted to Development Services 
 Amendment to SOS Ordinance 
 Permitting by USACE, TCEQ, THC 
 Next steps: 
 Bidding Late Spring/Early Summer 2016 
 Construction Fall 2016-Spring 2017 

 

Donelle.Robinson@austintexas.gov 
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/eliza-spring-
daylighting 
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Possibly competitive bid processConstruction during less busy time at pool to minimize disruptions, pool will remain open
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