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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 22, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0034 
2102 RIO GRANDE STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1917 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

Two-story, hipped-roof, stuccoed frame house with both stories of the full-width inset front 
porch enclosed with modern metal-framed commercial fenestration; single 1:1 fenestration 
elsewhere on the house. 

RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built in 1917 by Walter S. and Maggie Brown, who had 
previously lived next door at 2100 Rio Grande Street.  Walter S. Brown was a merchant at 
Anderson, Grimes County, Texas, who moved back to Grimes County around 1921 after 
living here for about 4 years.  The house was then purchased by Harvey S. and Sallie 
Ratliff, who lived here until around 1935.  Harvey Ratliff was born in Williamson County, 
Texas, and was a ranch owner in West Texas.  The Ratliffs moved out to rural Odessa in 
1935; Harvey Ratliff died in Mineral Wells in 1943. 

The Ratliffs’ daughter, Ruth, married Francis L. McNamara, the son of William 
McNamara, a pioneer confectioner in Austin, who had his candy manufacturing company at 
318 Congress Avenue.  Francis McNamara worked as salesman for a music company in 
1920, according to the census report, and then went to work as a shipping clerk for his 
father before his marriage to Ruth Ratliff around 1928.  After his marriage, Francis 
McNamara and his older brother, William, purchased the Dr. Pepper Bottling Company at 
607 Red River Street.  After around 1936, Francis McNamara ran the business on his own 
until his retirement in 1964.  He and Ruth moved from this house around 1965. 

The house was converted to a mixed-use building in the late 1960s, housing the Ralph 
McElroy Company, a publishing house, as well as providing residential quarters for 
Eleanor McElroy, the manager of the business. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is listed in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984) but without a 
priority for research. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting 
of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house has been significantly modified over the 
years, and no longer retains its integrity of materials and design. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2102 Rio Grande Street 
ca. 1917 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
A. 2102 Rio Grande Street 

 
From City Directories 
Austin History Center 
Prepared by City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2016 
 
1992  Ralph McElroy Translation Company 
  Debbi Cooper, director 
 
1985-86 Ralph McElroy Translation Company 
  Debbi Cooper, office manager 
 
1981  Ralph McElroy Company, publishers 
  Eleanor McElroy, renter 
  Manager, Ralph McElroy Company 
 
1977  Ralph McElroy Company, publishers 
  Eleanor McElroy, renter 
  Manager, Ralph McElroy Company 
 
1973  H.L. and Eleanor McElroy, renters 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that H.L. and Eleanor McElroy were new 
residents at this address. 
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1968  Vacant 
 
1962 Francis L. and Ruth R. McNamara, owners 
 Proprietor, Dr. Pepper Bottling Company, 718 W. 5th Street. 
 
1959  Francis L. and Ruth R. McNamara, owners 
  Proprietor, Dr. Pepper Bottling Company, 718 W. 5th Street. 
 
1955  Francis L. and Ruth R. McNamara, owners 
  Proprietor, Dr. Pepper Bottling Company, 718 W. 5th Street. 
 
1952  Francis L. and Ruth R. McNamara, owners 
  Proprietor, Dr. Pepper Bottling Company, 718 W. 5th Street. 
 
1949  Francis L. and Ruth R. McNamara, owners 
  Proprietor, Dr. Pepper Bottling Company, 718 W. 5th Street. 
 
1947  Francis L. and Ruth McNamara, owners 

 Proprietor, Dr. Pepper Bottling Company, 718 W. 5th Street. 
 
1944-45  Francis L. and Ruth R. McNamara, owners 
  Proprietor, Dr. Pepper Bottling Company, 718 W. 5th Street. 
 
1941  Francis L. and Ruth R. McNamara, owners 
  Proprietor, Dr. Pepper Bottling Company, 718 W. 5th Street. 
 
1939  Francis L. and Ruth R. McNamara, owners 

Proprietor, Dr. Pepper Bottling Company, bottlers of Dr. Pepper, Delaware 
Punch, and soda water, 607 Red River Street. 

 
1937  Francis L. and Ruth R. McNamara (not listed as owners) 

Proprietor, Dr. Pepper Bottling Company, bottlers of Dr. Pepper, Cascade ginger 
ale, and soda water, 607 Red River Street. 

 
1935  Harvey S. and Sallie Ratliff, owners 
  Ranchman 

Also listed are Frances L. and Ruth R. McNamara as renters; he was the 
proprietor (with William F. McNamara), of the Dr. Pepper Bottling Company, 
bottlers of Dr. Pepper, Cascade ginger ale, and soda water, 607 Red River 
Street. 

 
1932-22  Francis L. and Ruth R. McNamara, renters 

Proprietor (with William F. McNamara), Dr. Pepper Bottling Company, bottlers of 
Dr. Pepper, Cascade ginger ale, and soda water, and distributors of XXX Pearl 
Beer, 607 Red River Street. 

 
1930-31  Francis L. and Ruth McNamara, renters 

Proprietor (with William F. McNamara), Dr. Pepper Bottling Company, bottlers of 
Dr. Pepper, Cascade ginger ale, and soda water, 607 Red River Street. 

 
1929  Francis L. and Ruth McNamara, renters 

Salesman, McNamara Bros., (William J. McNamara, proprietor), wholesale 
confectioners, 318 Congress Avenue. 
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1927  Harvey S. and Sally Ratliff, owners 
  Ranchman 

NOTE:  Francis L. McNamara (no wife listed) was a shipping clerk residing at the 
home of his parents, William J. and Fidelia McNamara, at 807 W. 19th Street.  His 
father was the proprietor of McNamara Bros., wholesale confectioners, 318 
Congress Avenue. 

 
1924  Harvey S. and Sallie Ratliff, owners 
  Ranchman 

Also listed are Mary Ratliff, a student at the University of Texas; and Ruth Ratliff, 
a student at the University of Texas. 

 
1922  Harvey S. and Sallie Ratliff, owners 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is Mary Ratliff, a student at the University of Texas. 
 
1920  Walter S. and Maggie Brown, owners 
  Farmer 
  NOTE:  Harvey S. and Sallie Ratliff are not listed in the directory. 
 
1918  Walter S. and Maggie Brown, owners 
  Farmer 
 
1916  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Walter S. Brown is listed at 2100 Rio Grande Street; he was a farmer. 
 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Walter S. and Maggie Brown (ca. 1917 – ca. 1921) 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows S.W. and Maggie W. Brown as the owners of this house.  S.W. 
Brown was 54, had been born in Texas, and was a merchant.  Maggie Brown was 49, had been 
born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 2 children: Stella, 17; and Walter, 12, 
both of whom had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows Walter S. and Maggie Brown in Grimes County, Texas.  Walter S. 
Brown was 44, had been born in Texas, and was a retail merchant of dry goods.  Maggie Brown 
was 40, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 4 children: Lizzie, 19; 
Leona, 13; Stella, 9; and Walter S., 2.  All the children had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1900 U.S. Census shows Walter S. Brown as a 34-year old general merchandise merchant 
in Grimes County, Texas.  Maggie Brown was 31.  Their 2 children were Lizzie, 8; and Leona, 2. 
 
Walter Scott Brown died in Grimes County, Texas in 1941.  He was born in 1865 in Anderson, 
Grimes County, Texas, and was a retired farmer.  Maggie Uzzell Brown died in grimes County, 
Texas in 1962.  She had been born in 1870 in Grimes County, and was a housewife. 
 
Harvey and Sallie Ratliff (ca. 1921 – ca. 1935) 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows H.S. and Sallie Ratliff as the renters of the house at 1806 [?] 
Lavaca Street in Austin.  H.S. Ratliff was 63, had been born in Texas, and was a ranch owner.  
Sallie Ratliff was 43, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 2 
daughters: Mary, 17; and Ruth, 14, both of whom had been born in Texas.  Mary Ratliff is listed 
as a student; Ruth Ratliff had no occupation listed.  There is also a listing for a nephew Cubues 
[?] Ratliff, 17, who had been born in Texas, and was a student. 
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The 1930 U.S. Census shows H.S. and Sallie Ratliff as the owners of this house, which was 
worth $6,500.  H.S. Ratliff was 73, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  Sallie 
Ratliff was 52, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  Additionally in the house 
was their daughter, Ruth, and Ruth’s husband, F.L. McNamara.  F.L. McNamara was 27, had 
been born in Texas, and was a salesman in a music store.  Ruth McNamara was 24, had been 
born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  Sallie Ratliff’s mother, Mary K. Whittenberg, also 
lived in the house.  She was an 80-year old Kentucky-born widow with no occupation listed. 
 
By 1940, according to the census report of that year, H.S. and Sallie Ratliff were living north of 
Odessa, Texas.  H.S. Ratliff was 83, and is listed as a ranch owner.  Sallie Ratliff was 62, and 
had no occupation listed.  With them lived their daughter, Mary Hurt, 37; and Mary’s husband, 
Sam F. Hurt, 42, as well as Sam and Mary Hurt’s two children, Sam, Jr., 13; and Buzzy, 10.  
Sam F. Hurt was born in Texas and is listed as a ranch owner.  Also in the household was Sallie 
Ratliff’s mother, Mary C. Whittenburg, 90. 
 

 
Obituary of Harvey S. Ratliff 

Austin American, June 30, 1943 
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Francis L. and Ruth Ratliff McNamara (ca. 1928 – ca. 1965) 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Francis McNamara as the 16-year old son (although the census 
reports shows him as the daughter) of William and Fidelia McNamara, who lived at 406 W. 5th 
Street in Austin.  Francis McNamara had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  His 
father, William McNamara, was 47, had been born in Texas to Irish-born parents, and was a 
candy manufacturer.  His mother, Fidelia McNamara, was 43, had been born in Kansas, and 
had no occupation listed.  Francis had 2 older siblings: William 20; and Ruth, 19, both of whom 
had been born in Texas.  Neither had an occupation listed. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census F.L. and Ruth McNamara living in this house with Ruth’s parents, H.S. 
and Sallie Ratliff.  F.L. McNamara was 27, had been born in Texas, and was a salesman in a 
music store.  Ruth McNamara was 24, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows F.L. and Ruth McNamara as the renters of this house, but shows 
that they paid 0 in rent.  F.L. McNamara was 37, had been born in Texas, and was the 
proprietor of a bottling works.  Ruth McNamara was 34, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had 2 children: Ruth, 9; and Francis, Jr., 5, both of whom had been 
born in Texas.  The McNamara family had a live-in maid, Lena Fischer, 23, who had been born 
in Texas, and is listed as a housekeeper. 
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Obituary of Francis L. McNamara 

Austin American-Statesman, April 26, 1984 
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Obituary of Ruth Ratliff McNamara 

Austin American-Statesman, June 10, 1996 
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Sewer connection application for this house (1917) 


