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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
FEBRUARY 22, 2016
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2016-0033
702 W. 215T STREET

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1911 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-and-a-half story, hipped roof, L-plan frame house with boxed gabled eaves and a
projecting front-gabled dormer in the center of the principal fagcade; partial-width, partially
inset porch on square wood posts; the right half of the porch has been filled in with wood
and modern sliding windows; a hipped-roof 2" story addition is on the rear of the right side
of the house; fenestration consists of single and paired 1:1 windows with a larger 1:1 in the
front-gabled section of the principal facade.

RESEARCH

The house appears to have been built in 1911 for Jesse W. and Alice Maxwell. The
Maxwells lived here for the rest of their lives. Jesse Maxwell was a native of Virginia, who
came to Austin as a child with his parents. He attended the University of Texas and began
his private law practice in Austin in the late 1890s. He was the first county school
superintendent in Travis County, and was elected as a state representative from Travis
County, where he distinguished himself for work on the beautification of the grounds of the
State Capitol and for supporting the University of Texas. He continued his law practice on
the 7th floor of the Scarbrough Building, and was appointed as judge of the City Corporation
Court in 1933, a position he held for 14 years. He died in 1947, while living in this house.

Judge Maxwell married twice — his first wife, Alice Humphreys Maxwell, died in 1942; he
then married Arny Houston Maxwell, who lived in this house until her death in 1961.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house appears in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984) with a Priority
2 for research.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting
of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for
archiving at the Austin History Center. The house has undergone architectural changes
over the years, that is staff’'s opinion, outweigh the historical significance of the house and
disqualify it for landmark designation.
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702 W. 21°% Street
ca. 1911

7

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
702 W. 21°% Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
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By City Historic Preservation Office
January, 2016

1992 A Ralph McElroy Company (additional space)
NOTE: The Ralph McElroy Company was a publishing and translation
business located at 2102 Rio Grande Street.
B: John and Sara Bird, renters
No occupation listed
NOTE: The directory indicates that John and Sara Bird were new
residents at this address.

1985-86 Laurie R. Eiserloh, renter
Student
NOTE: The directory indicates that Laurie R. Eiserloh was a new resident at this
address.

1981 Ralph McElroy, renter

Proprietor, Ralph McElroy Company, publishers (at the house)
NOTE: The directory indicates that Ralph McElroy was a new resident at this

address.

1977 Craig Mears, renter
Student

1973 Richard A. Ryerson, renter

Instructor, University of Texas
NOTE: The directory indicates that Richard A. Ryerson was a new resident at
this address.

1968 Aubrey Davis and Carla McAuley, renters
Teaching assistant, University of Texas

1962 Vacant

1959 Mrs. Arny H. Maxwell, owner

Widow, J.W. Maxwell
No occupation listed

1955 Mrs. Arny H. Maxwell
Widow, J.W. Maxwell
No occupation listed

1952 Mrs. Arny H. Maxwell, owner
Widow, Jesse W. Maxwell
No occupation listed

1949 Mrs. Arny H. Maxwell, owner
Widow, Jesse W. Maxwell
No occupation listed

1947 Jesse W. Maxwell, owner
Judge, City Corporation Court

1944-45 Jesse W. Maxwell (not listed as owner)



1941

1939

1937

1935

1932-33

1930-31

1929

1927

1924

1922

1920

1918

1916

1914

\

1912-13

1910-11

Judge, City Corporation Court

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners
Judge, City Corporation Court

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners

Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building, and judge, City Corporation Court

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners

Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building, and judge, City Corporation Court

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners

Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building, and judge, City Corporation Court

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners

Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building, and judge, City Corporation Court

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners
Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners
Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners
Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners
Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners
Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners
Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners
Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. Maxwell
Lawyer, 711-12 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. Maxwell
Lawyer, 711-12 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. Maxwell
Lawyer, 711-12 Scarbrough Building

The address is not listed in the directory.
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NOTE: Jesse W. Maxwell is listed at 2007 Nueces Street; he was a lawyer with

offices in the Bosche Building, 806 Congress Avenue.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES
Jesse W. and Alice Maxwell
Jesse W. and Arny Maxwell
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The 1900 U.S. Census shows Jesse W. Maxwell as a 34-year old boarder in the home of
Virginia Loving on Nueces Street, between 22" and 23" Streets in Austin. Jesse W. Maxwell
had been born in Virginia and was a lawyer. Virginia Loving was also born in Virginisa; she was
a 56-year old widow with no occupation listed. She had a son, James, 20, who had been born
in Texas, and was a student.

The 1910 U.S. Census shows Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell at 1402 West Avenue. Jesse W.
Maxwell was 43, had been born in Virginia, and was a lawyer in general practice. Alice H.
Maxwell was 37, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.

The 1920 U.S. Census shows Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell as the owners of this house.
Jesse W. Maxwell was a 54-year old Virginia-born lawyer. Alice H. Maxwell was 47, had been
born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. The had no children listed with them.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows J.W. and Alice H. Maxwell as the owners of this house, which
was worth $7,000. Jesse W. Maxwell is listed as a lawyer.

J.W. and Alice H. Maxwell re listed as the owners of this house in the 1940 U.S. Census. The
house was worth $7,500. J.W. Maxwell was listed as a lawyer in the Corporation Court.
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MRS. ALICE H. MAXWELL

- Mrs. Alice Humphrey Maxwell,
wife of Judge J W. Maxwell, died
fat" her home, 702 'West 21st street,

|
T Saturday. Mrs. Maxwell had re?ﬁﬂ""
=eq in Austin for the past 36 vears, |
~and was a member of the Univera!
s sity Baptist church and the Paths
finders. Survivors are her husband,
‘three =sisters, Mrs. Kate Kelley, '
‘Mrs. H H. Dietzes and Mrs €. D.;
‘Ehrhardt, all of rlouston., and two
“brothers, R° B, 'Humphrey, of Dal-!
~—tas and - }a«:.ﬁ Humphrey %Mmaau
_Falls. e I
. Funersl services u,‘l be heid
from the Cook Funeral home at 5
p om S Sunday with Dr. W. H Mecs-
nenzie and Dr. Eugene Mcelarin
omcza*n Burial will be in Oak-
P ond u*mﬂ':n Pallbearers will he!
.I.e:use Fox, O. I Bonner, R. D
_"'hm‘p Claude Hul, Jim Clark and
Lrﬁen . Harris. :

}

Obituary of Alice H. Maxwell
Austin American-Statesman, June 7, 1942
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Jndgqe Maxwell
Dies; Funeral I
 Rites Set Today,

| ‘Voiorpn Jurist Had |
" Been Rdind Seven
Momhs From Bcneh ;

_ !‘unera! setvﬂces for Judge Je
- - W— Maxwell, 82,
at 5a m in St. David’s Hospil
will be held Tuesday at 10:30 a.
- at the Cook ;Funeral Home
The Rev. V. Long, past
of the First thern Presbyteri
Church and Dr. Edmund Hei
 pastor of thel University Method
Church,- will| read the last rites
Burial wil] l:le in Oakwood Ce
tery with M’sonie urvlm at
lra\rndc ; ; i
Retired 1
Sunn xqe r widow.. rﬁ.
Arnie Hou ton Maxwell  one
brother, James ? -Maxwell,
twg sisters, Mrs. 7, ‘: rg;.“hau
an lpln. ton o
- Austin, -

.

S

~?B

i

l.'t’

—

,,,4',,,

Death cam ta the veteran atiory
ney and jurist almost seven mon

after his r t from h
u judge ot & Corpor. atlon cou
City of| Austin, w hd

aan- for, 14 Jﬂltl. 1. "“



] i‘_ H
A fall at home almost!a des|
cade ago which resulted in a proked |
left hip from ‘which he ne
recovered resiil more | u
in an infection setting in, [causi
hardening of the arteries inj his m

LT ]

Fall ninehé

leg undi, making m:ek.m tion be
come cr week, | 1

. Judge :\t.ltl was bog uuth:r
: %mzﬂ#mm ttll‘ottq
physician, | and came 13
parents to Travis County as a youngi -
'boy, " the’ lettlinti in )

Fiskville & where he  received
his early ' edfication ,at 'the old
Walnut Créek iSchool. ﬁ
Receives

gree ! ;
Sub-equl;uy.- he aftended the
University of Texas wh he re-
ceived his Bactxelor of laws degree
in 1892 and began private practice
of law in Austin, !
In 1888, he was appointefl by the
county cdnuﬁ‘isioneu rt of
« Travis County| as the first county!
school superifitendent under the
n. Later, he cam-
ully and was elect-
‘pf the 26th ill..e‘ish-‘,
County. |-

A & 8re = =

n.
lE-‘
"
.
-y
]
w

- During his fwo-year telém as a
lawmaker, Judge Maxwell fought
for two main thi nsideration
of the needs of the University of

capitol gropund

Re-Enters P tice }
~ He re-entered the private practice
of law aftet his short carder as a
lawmaker where he remainkd until
the¢ late Mbyo: P. W, McFadden
and his c_n_llogues on the City
Cauncil honored him with ppoint-
mignt s judge of the corporation
cobrt on Jan, 5,11933, 10 sucdend the
late Judge E4'R. Kone, ahother
duttinguished veteran of the Travis
County bar! | {
Dinesy ciu.sed’.!udge Maxwell to
send a message to the City Council
last May 1 that he would not be an
applicant for re-appointment to the
cudporatiorl dourt bench and| he re-
tired officiully last April He
spant his davs in retiremeq at his
hotne. 702 West 21st Street, . .

Texas and II’:al,:tiﬂo;‘atim ot the

D.11-9
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m Potentite _
‘Judge Maxwell whs a member
af the Scottish Rite Masonic {bodies
and was a pas | potentate of Ben
Hui' Shrine 1‘erﬂplc He also was
' lifelong member of the Fresby-
ttr!an Churgh. |
femre his BCt.‘lden! a number of
4rs ago, heé Was an outsthnding
s;bor n|and ione of the best
knt hunters |and fishermien in
this section af g state. For| many
 duripg. the holiday se n. a
pesstul | hun £ trip led to a
i dinn#r reunion with his

: nions, | late August J.
Eilers. Dr. Jo{y

* Wooten, Rjchard

Kinny) Prydr, Leslie Fog and |
T e of othet longtime riends
at owntaw tel. i

ol 1 | - o

ter. \[Frank Ma;iw'éll. Roger B. Tyle

ImHC udeH:l Y TYler
dpa learers will de the

aofficers .of the’ First
h m Presibmmn Church, all

m bcrs of thHe City Council and
gl: e| force. George Todd, Tom
‘alling.  Arthu ﬁoore. John Dlsen,
A | Johnso Moora, Joe
Ro T, Slmo_ﬂarggns Morns Hersh.

Tield. Robert her, W. Goh!-
ke, rao} Ch er, W, Hart,
H Story an 4 B. Pace

Obltuary of Judge Jesse W. Maxwell
Austin American, December 23, 1947
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Burial will be in Oakwood. 3

Pallbearers will be Lomis
ﬂaughter Fisher Tyler. A. H.
Woolverton, Frank Maxwell, H. C.
Story and Herbert Prouty.

P Fam Pa s -

Obituary of Arny Maxwell
Austin American, January 7, 1961

Judge dexwell 702 Test 21 St
45 24 - ) L

RAe=-1r20f Res
22257 - 7-=31-%1

Hone

Building permit to Judge Maxwell to re-roof the house (1941)

11
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3. W, llaxweli 702 West Ql_.st Street
46 24 - (P) . -

: Re—rppf garege
- 30083 U.26-46 #50.00
Dodd

Building permit to J.W. Maxwell to re-roof the garage (1946)

J. W. Maxwell 702 West 2lst Stree*
46 24 - F -

Re-roof garage with asphalt’ shingles

30183 5-6-U6 845 .00
Dodd

Building permit to J.W. Maxwell to re-roof the garage with asphalt shingles (1946)



