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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 22, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0024 
710 WEST JOHANNA STREET 

 
 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1928 house. 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled frame bungalow with a partial-width, front-
gabled partially-inset porch on modern replacement posts and railings; single and paired 
fenestration, some has been replaced with modern windows. 

RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built in 1928.  The first known occupants and owners were 
George W. and Emma Canada, who lived here from around 1928 to around 1931.  George 
W. Canada was a truck driver during the time that he and Emma lived in this house.  The 
house was a rental property in the 1930s – the tenants were a plumber and his wife in the 
early 1930s, and the foreman of a feed plant in the mid- to late-1930s.  From around 1938 to 
around 1953, the house was owned and occupied by Lewis H. and Lydia V. Witter, who had 
moved here from Caldwell County.  Lewis Witter had been a farmer in the Lockhart area 
before moving to Austin.  He then went to work for the City Parks Department as a 
groundskeeper, and later as a groundskeeper for the City Water and Light Department; 
Lydia Witter worked as a washer in the South Austin Laundry.  The Witters lived here 
until around 1953, when they apparently moved back to Caldwell County; they both died in 
the late 1950s and listed rural Dale, Texas as their address. 

The house was again a rental unit through the late 1970s, when it was purchased by 
Serapio and Petra Villarreal.  The Villarreals had previously rented this house.  Serapio 
Villarreal worked as a washman at the TEA Special School until his retirement around 
1980. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any City survey. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting 
of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house has neither the architectural nor the 
historical significance to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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710 W. Johanna Street 

ca. 1928 

 
 

 
OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
710 W. Johanna Street 
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City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2016 
 
1992  Serapio and Petra Villarreal, owners 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Serapio and Petra Villarreal, owners 
  Retired 
 
1981  Serapio and Petra Villarreal, owners 
  Retired 
 
1977  Serapio and Petra Villarreal (not listed as owners) 
  Washman, TEA Special School 
  Also listed is Rachel Villarreal, no occupation shown. 
 
1973  Serapio and Patsy Villarreal, renters 
  Washman, TEA Special School 
 
1968  Vacant 

NOTE:  Serapio and Petra Villarreal are listed at 1312 Willow Street; he was a 
washman at the TEA Special School. 

 
1962  Winnie Nelson, renter 
  Widow, W.O. Nelson 

No occupation listed 
 
1959  Winnie Nelson, renter 
  Widow, W.O. Nelson 
  No occupation listed 
 
1955  Vacant 

NOTE:  Winnie Nelson, the widow of W.O. Nelson, is listed at 2627 Lake Austin 
Boulevard.  She had no occupation shown. 

 
1952  Bryan C. and Joyce Floyd, renters 
  Lineman, City Electrical Inspector 
 
1949  Louis H. and Lydia Witter, owners 
  Groundskeeper, City Light Department 
 
1947  Louis H. and Lydia Witter, owners 
  Groundskeeper, City Water and Light Department 
 
1944-45 Louis H. and Lydia Witter, owners 
  Helper 
 
1941  Lewis H. and Lydia Witter, owners 
  Laborer, City Parks Department 
 
1939  Lewis H. and Lydia Witter, owners 
  Lewis:  Laborer 
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Lydia: Laundress, South Austin Laundry, 1518 S. Congress Avenue. 

 
1937  Elmer S. and Irene Scott, renters 
  Foreman, Home Mix Feed Company, 102-06 W. 2nd Street. 

NOTE:  Louis Witter is listed at 1304 S. 1st Street; he had no occupation shown. 
 
1935  Elmer S. and Irene Scott, renters 
  Foreman, feed plant, Quality Mills, 3rd and Nueces Streets. 
 
1932-33 Sidney N. and Lillie Kelso, renters 

Plumber 
NOTE:  Elmer S. and Irene Scott are listed at 717 W. Annie Street; he was a 
helper with the City Sanitary Department. 

 
1930-31 George W. and Emma Canada, owners 
  Truck driver 
 
1929  George W. and Emma Canada, owners 
  Truck driver 
 
1927  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  George W. and Emma Canada are listed at 39 Canadian Street; he was 
a driver. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
George W. and Emma Canada (ca. 1928 – ca. 1931) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows George W. and Emma Canada as the owners of this house, 
which was worth $1,600.  George W. Canada was 38, had been born in Texas, and was a 
hauling truck driver.  Emma Canada was 31, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had 2 daughters: Loney, 15; and Eloise, 9, both of whom had been born in Texas.  
With them lived George’s mother, Mrs. Josie Canada, a 59-year old Texas-born widow with no 
occupation listed; and George’s brother, Joe Canada, 19, who had been born in Texas, and had 
no occupation listed. 
 
By 1940, George W. and Emma Canada were living in a rented house in McNeil, Travis County, 
Texas.  George W. Canada was a 48-year old farm laborer.  Emma Canada was 42, and had no 
occupation listed.  They lived with their daughter, Loney, 25, and Loney’s family: husband 
Tommie L. Howard, 28, who was a Texas-born driller for a stone quarry; and the Howards’ 
children: Billie M., 8; Elwanda, 4; and Joyce L., 2  Both the Canadas and the Howards had lived 
in rural Llano County, Texas in 1935. 
 
Emma Canada died in 1974 in Austin. She was living at 5313 Aurora Drive at the time of her 
death.  She had been born in Elgin, Texas, and was a housewife.  His 1981 death certificate 
shows that George Washington Canada was living at 5313 Aurora Drive in Austin at the time of 
his death.  He was a widower who was a truck driver for a grocery business. 
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Obituary of Emma Canada 

Austin American-Statesman, September 30, 1974 
 
 

 
Obituary of George W. Canada 

Austin American-Statesman, April 18, 1981 
 
 
Louis [Lewis] and Lydia Witter (ca. 1938 – ca. 1953) 
Lewis H. and Lydia V. Witter appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owner of this house, which 
was worth $1,200.  Lewis H. Witter was 57, had been born in Texas, and was a laborer for the 
City Parks Department.  Lydia V. Witter was 49, had been born in Texas, and was a washer in a 
laundry.  They had no children listed with them. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Lewis H. and Lydia V. Witter living on a farm the owned on the 
Taylorsville-Delhi Road in Caldwell County, Texas.  Lewis H. Witter was 47, had been born in 
Texas, and was a farmer.  Lydia V. Witter was 38, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had no children listed with them. 
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Lewis Harrison Witter’s 1918 World War draft registration card shows that he was living in rural 
Lockhart at that time.  He was born in January, 1883, and was a farmer at Lockhart.  He was 
married.  He was of medium height, slender build, and had blue eyes and dark hair. 
 
Lydia Victoria Witter died September 13, 1957 in rural Dale, Texas; she was a married 
housewife who had been born in Caldwell County, Texas.  Louis H. Witter died December 1, 
1959 in Austin.  He was living at rural Dale, Texas at the time of his death.  He was a retired city 
employee who was a widower.  He was born in 1883 in Lockhart, Texas. 
 

 
Obituary of Lydia Witter 

Austin American, September 14, 1957 
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Obituary of Louis H. Witter 

Austin American, December 2, 1959 
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Story on the funeral of Louis H. Witter 
Austin American, December 3, 1959 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serapio and Petra Villarreal (ca. 1970 – ca. 2012) 
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Obituary of Serapio Villarreal 

Austin American-Statesman, December 16, 2005 
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Obituary of Petra Villarreal 

Austin American-Statesman, July 8, 2012 
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Water service permit for this address (1928) 

 
 

 
Building permit to Samuel A. Hill for a remodel and repairs (1967) 

 
 
 

 


