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Record of Decisions 

Balcones Canyonlands Conservation Plan  
Coordinating Committee 

November 6, 2015, 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon 
Austin City Hall, Council Chambers 

301 West Second Street, Austin, Texas 78701 

Attending: 

District 7 City Council Member - Leslie Pool, Chair 
Precinct 3 Commissioner - Gerald Daugherty, Member 
USFWS - Tanya Sommer representing Adam Zerrenner, Member (Ex Officio) 
Acting BCCP Coordinating Committee Secretary - Sherri Kuhl 

Call to Order 10:07 AM 

1. Citizen Communications:
 Kent Browning – Spoke about his comments from the last meeting and his

disappointment that not all of his comments were included in the ROD. He
discussed the weaknesses of the Davis paper and his concern that the mountain
bike subcommittee had agreed to use that reference.  He requested that his
comments from the previous meeting be included in the ROD for the previous
meeting and the Coordinating Committee members agreed to append his
previous comments to the ROD for that meeting.  Daugherty made a motion to
include them and Pool seconded the motion.   Mr. Browning’s comments from
today’s meeting are also attached to this 11/06/2015 ROD.

 Tomas Pantin – Recognized Clif Ladd for his organization of BCCP records and
donation to the Austin History library.  Mr. Pantin wants to be sure we have a
good permanent record of all of the BCCP meetings including the CAC and SAC
meetings. For the audio portion of the meetings, he recommended people
identify themselves so transcription can be done.

 Bill Bunch from SOS Alliance – requested to speak later on item #3.

2. Approve Record of Decisions for the August  21, 2015 regular meeting - Motion
from Daugherty to approve as presented with the addition of Mr. Browning’s comments,
second by Pool, Carried 2/0

3. Review and take action regarding update to the BCCP Karst Land Management
Plan – Secretary
Citizen Communication:
Bill Bunch with SOS Alliance asked that the Coordinating Committee postpone taking
action on the Karst Land Management Plan.  He expressed support for the excellent
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work of the BCP staff, but concern that there was no red-lined version or narrative of the 
changes.  He asked that they wait until the first meeting of next year and in the interim 
distribute a red-lined version and narrative for further review.   

Kuhl gave a summary of the changes and discussed the process last year of taking the 
draft Karst Land Management Plan through the CAC, SAC, and bringing it to the 
Coordinating Committee before Council Member Pool was a member.  Approval was 
postponed at that time to work on the Karst Substitution policy to be included in the 
Karst Land Management Plan.  Kuhl stated that staff would be happy to work up a red-
lined draft and narrative for their input and public input, and then bring it back to the 
Coordinating Committee at the next meeting. 

4. Report from Scientific Advisory Committee - Chair Jean Krejca gave a report to the
Committee. She discussed the Strategic Research Plan, State of the BCCP report, and
gave an update on Council Member Pool’s request for information on the impacts of
SH45SW on wildlife and Golden-cheeked Warblers.

5. Report from Citizens Advisory Committee - Chair Peter Torgrimson gave members a
brief review of recent committee activity.  He mentioned the new CAC appointees of
Richard DePalma and Kent Browning, two additional vacancies that the committee is
working to fill, and the State of the BCCP report.  Goal is to finish the report by the 20th

Anniversary in May of 2016.  Peter recognized the work of the BCP staff.

6. Receive reports from BCP partners on wildfire planning and actions; take
action as appropriate – Kuhl gave an update on planned shaded fuel breaks on
the BCP preserve.  Melinda Mallia gave members a briefing on their FEMA grant
and shaded fuel break work the County is undertaking, and also gave an update on
the Community Wildfire Protection Plan.  She communicated that the Community is
just beginning to implement the recommendations of that plan.

7. Receive reports from BCP staff regarding Land Management, Public Outreach,
BCP Participation, Infrastructure Management, and BCCP Compliance.
Moved to earlier in the agenda to take action on a proclamation for the volunteer of the
year, Terry Southwell.  Kuhl discussed how significant the contribution of volunteers is
to the BCP and the number of hours and dollar value of those volunteers.  Pool read a
proclamation for Terry Southwell that also declared Nov. 6th 2015 as Wildland
Conservation Volunteers Day.

Melinda Mallia and Linda Laack reviewed the County’s written report with members.
The County recently closed on a significant 500 acre tract purchased since the last
meeting that holds Spanish Wells Cave, Black-capped Vireo habitat, Golden-
cheeked Warbler habitat, and Texabama Croton populations. Linda reported on land
management and animal control work conducted since last October.  Hog and deer
management on the preserve have removed 13 hogs and 46 deer.  She also updated
the members on fuel mitigation work in Steiner ranch and other land management
activities.

Commissioner Daugherty asked questions about how we assist or help BCP
neighbors address hog issues, and staff explained that we work to trap the hogs on
the BCP and offer advice, but the landowner would need to call 311 for assistance on
their own land.  Council member Pool asked about the use of the contract with Texas
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Wildlife Services and expressed concern about some of their methods.  She asked 
for a memo with an update on the contract and how it relates to the BCP.  Council 
member Pool and Commissioner Daugherty also expressed concerns about recent 
rain event runoff incidents onto the BCP, and encouraged the City and County storm 
water staff to remain vigilant to address the current large amounts of rain and 
potential for additional problems.    

8. BCCP 20th Anniversary Planning – Secretary – Kuhl updated the members on the
plans for the event 

9. Next year’s Coordinating Committee meetings and BCCP Secretary Position –
Secretary – Kuhl gave an update on the scheduling of Coordinating Committee
meetings in January for 2016, and updated the Coordinating Committee on the
BCCP Secretary position to be filled now that Willy has retired. Willy’s position was
split into two positions – The Wildland Conservation Division Manager and the BCCP
Coordinating Committee Secretary.  She discussed how the BCCP Coordinating
Committee Secretary position is being funded by the City and the County and the
Interlocal Agreement is currently in development by City and County legal staff.  The
position would report to Daryl Slusher at the City, but also work closely with Jon
White and Melinda Mallia at the County.  The benefit of jointly funding the position is
better coordination of all BCCP permit tasks and one person overseeing the
processes happening at the City and County.  Kuhl expressed that hopefully this
person will also have time to do BCP outreach to the Community.
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