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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
MARCH 28, 2016
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2016-0109
1703 GARNER AVENUE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1923 house that was moved to the current site in 1953.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled, Cumberland-style frame house with double front
doors, a central, front-gabled independent porch on ornamental metal posts; and single 1:1
fenestration.

RESEARCH

The house was built in 1923, and was originally located at 907 Holly Street; it was moved to
the current location in 1953, possibly at the same time that the construction of I-35 through
downtown Austin was beginning, as this house was located in a block of Holly Street that is
now part of I-35. Paul O. Simms, a local real estate developer, is the applicant for the utility
permits at the new site.

The first owner of the house was Alice Renois, who retained ownership of this house
through two more marriages and widowhoods until around 1946. Alice Renois Davis
Jackson was a native of Bastrop County, Texas. She never had an occupation listed in the
directory, but at the time of the publication of the 1924 directory, she was the widow of
Theodore Renois, a carpenter; he and Alice had lived at 1606 E.14th Street in Austin in
1922. In the 1927 directory, she is listed as Alice Davis, the widow of Thomas J. Davis, and
by the time of the publication of the 1932-33 directory, she was Alice Jackson, the widow of
Nathan Jackson. She had roomers in the house listed in the 1930 U.S. Census, but was
living here alone at the time of the 1940 census, when she was a 70-year old widow.

The house was then owned by Joseph and Perfecta Almanza in the mid-1940s; he was a
dishwasher at the Greyhound Coffee Shop, associated with the Greyhound bus terminal.
He and Perfecta had several grown children living in the house, all employed. The house
was a rental property in the late 1940s, and in 1953, it was moved from Holly Street to its
current location.

The first owners and occupants of the house at the current site were Walter and Barbara
Sankey, Jr., who lived here until around 1960. Walter Sankey, Jr. was a serviceman for
Walker Tire Company. Around 1960, the house was purchased by John V. and Lillie
Gomez, who lived here the rest of their lives. John V. Gomez was a mail handler for the
Post Office; he was shot to death on S. 1st Street in 1971, but Lillie continued to live in this
house. She was employed by Yaring’s, a women’s and children’s clothing store on Congress
Avenue.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use if possible; staff understands that the house
has some serious mold problems, but the house is a good example of an unadorned
Cumberland style house, a relatively rare style in Austin. If the house cannot reasonably
be rehabilitated, the staff recommends release of the permit upon completion of a City of



D.14-2

Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned
sketch plan, and a narrative history for archiving at the Austin History Center. The house
has neither the architectural nor the historical significance to warrant individual
designation as a historic landmark.
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LOCATION MAP

N [~/ SUBJECT TRACT NOTIFICATIONS
Ej PENDING CASE CASE#:HDP-2016-0109
- 1703 GARNER

L 2 zoninG BouNDARY

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries

1"=250" This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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1703 Garner Avenue

ca. 1923
Moved to this site ca. 1953 from 907 Holly Street
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1703 Garner Avenue

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office

March, 2016

1992 Lilia G. Gomez, owner
Employed by Yaring’s, 506 Congress Avenue and 2901 S. Capital of Texas
Highway.

1985-86 Lillie Gomes, owner
Employed by Yaring's, complete department store for women and children, 506
Congress Avenue and multiple locations.

1981 Lillie Gomez, owner
Employed by Yaring’s, complete department store for women and children, 506
Congress Avenue and multiple locations.

1977 Lilly Gomez, owner
No occupation listed

1973 John V. and Lilly Gomez, owners

Mail handler, Post Office

1968 John B. and Lilly Gomez, owners



1962

1959

1955
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Mail handler, Post Office

John V. and Lilly Gomez, owners
Laborer, Gleam Chemical Products, chemical manufacturers, 404 Baylor Street.

Walter C. and Barbara Sankey, Jr., owners

Serviceman, Walker Tire Company, 510-12 E. 6" Street.

NOTE: Johnnie and Lilly Gomez are listed at 905 W. Johanna Street; he was a
helper for Rhoades Transfer and Storage, 813 Airport Boulevard.

The address is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: Walter C. and Barbara Sankey are listed at 1206 W. 6" Street; he was a
truck driver for a roofing contractor.

NOTE: The house was moved from 907 Holly Street, probably for the construction of I-35 in
1953. The following listings are for the residents of the house when it was located on Holly

Street.

1954

1952

1949

1947

1944-45

1941

1939

1937

1935

1932-33

The address is not listed in the directory.

Alfredo and Jay Lopez, owners
No occupation listed

Fred and Mary Lopez, renters
Laborer

Joseph and Perfecta Almanza, owners

Dishwasher, Greyhound Coffee Shop, 118 E. 10" Street.

Also listed are Herlinda Almanza, a clerk at the Farm Seed and Hardware
Company, 300 E. 6" Street; John Almanza, a refinisher at Austin Upholstery, 710
Red River Street; Joseph Almanza, Jr., a mechanic; and Matias Almanza, auto
repair.

Alice Jackson, owner
Widow, N.J. Jackson
No occupation listed

Alice Jackson, owner
No occupation listed

Nathan J. and Alice Jackson, owners
No occupation listed

James C. and Rachel McCleary, renters
No occupation listed

Arthur L. and Dorothy B. Stewart, renters
Salesman, W.H. Richardson and Company, hardware, 416-18 Congress Avenue.

William O. and Bertha Flynn, renters
Plumber, Harper & Lipscomb, plumbers and electricians, 2544 Guadalupe Street.
NOTE: The address is listed as 815 Holly Street.

Mrs. Alice Jackson, owner



1930-31

1929

1927

1924

1922

No occupation listed
NOTE: The address is listed as 815 Holly Street.

Alice Davis, owner

Widow, Thomas J. Davis

No occupation listed

NOTE: The address is listed as 815 Holly Street.

Alice Davis, owner

Widow, Thomas J. Davis

No occupation listed

NOTE: The address is listed as 815 Holly Street.

Alice Davis, owner

Widow, Thomas J. Davis

No occupation listed

NOTE: The address is listed as 815 Holly Street.

Alice Renois, owner

Widow, Theodore E. Renois

No occupation listed

NOTE: The address is listed as 815 Holly Street.

The address is not listed in the directory.
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NOTE: Theodore E. and Alice Renois are listed at 1606 E. 14" Street. He was a

carpenter.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Alice Davis Jackson (ca. 1923 — ca. 1934 and ca. 1938 — ca. 1946)

The 1930 U.S. Census shows Alice Davis as the owner of this house, which was worth $3,000.
She was a 60-year old Texas-born widow with no occupation listed. Her father had been born
in Alabama; her mother had been born in South Carolina. She had 3 roomers in the house:
Rachel Jones, a 39-year old Texas-born widow with no occupation listed; Robert Blalock, a 42-
yedar old Texas-born carpenter; and Hans E. Hafner, a 43-year old Texas-born riveter for a

construction company, whose parents had been born in Germany.

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Alice Jackson as the owner of this house, which was worth
$1,000. She was a 70-year old Texas-born widow with no occupation and lived here alone.



|MRS. ALICE D. JACKSON
4-MMrs_ -
‘lof 310 Radam Lane died Tuesday.
| She had been a resident of Aus-
g:‘l and Travis County 50 years.

e was a member of the Chris-

“She is survived by four daugh-
ters, Mrs. Frances Love of Austin,
and Mrs. C. J. Fuhrmann, Mrs.
I. H King, and Mrs. Delmar
Schafer, all of San Antonio; a son,
W. L. Smith of Houston; 21 grand-
‘children. 31 great-grandchildren,
;nfi" nine great-great-grandchil-

ren.,

The body is at Witke-Clay Funer-
al Home pending completion of the

funeral arrangements,

N Obituary of Alice Davis Jackson
Austin American, February 1, 1961
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MRS. ALICE D. JACKSON

Mrs. Alice Davis Jackson, sﬂ _
of Rt. 1 Box 971, died in a local
hospital Tuesday. She had been a|
r&mdﬁtsooiﬂmhn and Travis|

years and
C“‘:E ol wasamem-u.
- She_is survived by four dau@-.- r
t#m-mmm
tin, Mrs. C, J.
J. A King and Mrs, Delmur
Schaefer, both of San Antmio a

R

-

—Swayze and Carl Furhmann,
t Burialwﬂi_bgin&dar&uk;
; e .o

Obituary and funeral notice for Alice Davis Jackson
Austin American, February 2, 1961

John V. and Lilia Gomez (ca. 1960 -)

The 1940 U.S. Census shows John Gomez as the 10-year old son of Crescencio and Barilla
Gomez, who rented their house at 2610 E. 4" Street in Austin. Crescencio Gomez was 28, had
been born in Texas, and was a laborer in the concrete pipemaking industry. Barilla Gomez was
27, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. John Gomez was the oldest of the
couple’s 3 children. All the children had been born in Texas. The family had lived in rural
Caldwell County, Texas in 1935.

His 1971 death certificate shows that Johnny V. Gomez was living at 1703 Garner at the time of
his death. He had been born in 1930 in Texas to Crecensio Gomez and Luisa Varela, and was
married to Lillie Gomez. He was employed by the Post Office. He was the victim of a homicide,
having been shot at 2420 S. 1% Street in Austin.



“Requiem _ Mass for Johnny|
Gomez, 41, of 1703 Garner, willl:
_ba celebrated Monday at 18]
#m.t -at - Cristo -Rey Caihﬁﬁ%
_(;hm;t_h_ _mth_L-- ey,
‘uiﬂanueva of ﬁmatmg
‘Rosary was buwia} Eirening
__at-Mission Funeral Home. ' |
' ﬁ»ﬁw;w}rs mr.,iude his wi!ei
. Mrs.  Lillie . Gome; fwn:
daqglﬂers -Elizabeth. {}ﬁmez and!
“Bopnie’ Kay Gﬁmez*f a snn 1
Johnny Gomez -~ Jr.,  all
Austin; his parents, Mr. and'
Mrs Crescenicu Gnmez. four
~ brothers, Jesse, Jimmy . and|
- -. l"‘mest Gomez, all of Austin and
- ﬂm—GWnTez—f—Wm
. tWo sisters, Mrs.. Alice Gn_nggg__-

i

.._..-..'_'.-..;.-_H.I. -

of Grand = Prairie and. Miss
Gloria Gomez of Austin. |
' ‘Burial: will be in Ma‘umminn".
_.. {1’ :

. a,r;g,r_i
_henors mmgrm auspices of,
“"Bﬂ'}zﬂrﬁm Air Force Base. = |
- Gomez died Saturday in an|
mtm hospital, L!

Obituary of Johnny Gomez
Austin American, July 26, 1971
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‘Je Le Nichols 1703 Garner Avenue
107 9 - | B - -
Barton Helights "B“
Koved from 907 Holly Street,
Move frame reslidence onto lot.&repair.
54911 ©=14~53 . $800,00
Mobilized House Movera

5 in place.

Building permit to move the house from 907 Holly Street to 1703 Garner Avenue (1953)

‘Je L. Nichols 1705 Garner Avenue
107 o F - -
Barton Helghts "B"
Ergqt garage .
55360 11-£-53 $100.00
Qwner

Moved fyom Y00 Lamble St.

Building permit to move the garage from 900 Lambie Street to 1703 Garner Avenue (1953)
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Austin, Texas
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Plumber....
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F'rom Curb Cock to Tap on Main. £C a E
Depr B-13-54- ;fﬁ/

No. Fittings _

PERERR R TANRIEE AN
@ C‘j i \ le “
_ Q?\' \5, NG
SAME AL
- . uad A
. \ \-.. S &Q iy \.
_:5 J . 27 \'\ \Q R -._
8 3,8 %’i ; ‘B ':f:t) N)\l 4o CZO
o = : ‘a : *
E2Egg s 3-5“’&5‘“«:%5?
qaﬁzééiﬂ,!'qér—naﬁ R
IERRERDNSEINL SRR

Water service permit to Paul O.
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App]ical:ien for Sewer Connection
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Simms for this address (1954)
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N° =8509

Augtin, Texas, 7. S} 19 Jﬂr&

To the Superintendent of Sanitary Sewer Divigion, City of Austin, Texas.

Sir:—

Iﬁeby ake aplﬂication for sewer connection and instructions
41-—\»-/ﬁ at| 70 2

remises owned by
E O ang Smey Street,

further described as Lot... 0\ e

suhdivisio

.Depth at Prop. Lme...cj ....................
g} AT sl
Dafp ?, . 7 _ {L‘zntiw)

By Coton ()

NOTE Connect.lon Instructmn

Division

_Block ...} Outlot

San b M" Bh _________ ....._Plat‘ D‘l which is to be used as af\ b .o

In this place there are to be installed __—_—#xtures.
1 agree to pay the City of Azustin, the regular ordlnance charge.

Plumbing Permit No.__f_g_f ALY W
?‘ /-5 B

.a..
Respectfu]ly,

Qs e

Sewer connection application by Paul O. Simms for this house (1954)



