D5-1
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
MARCH 28, 2016
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2016-0033
702 W. 218" STREET

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1911 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-and-a-half story, hipped roof, L-plan frame house with boxed gabled eaves and a
projecting front-gabled dormer in the center of the principal fagade; partial-width, partially
inset porch on square wood posts; the right half of the porch has been filled in with wood
and modern sliding windows; a hipped-roof 2" story addition is on the rear of the right side
of the house; fenestration consists of single and paired 1:1 windows with a larger 1:1 in the
front-gabled section of the principal facade.

RESEARCH

The house appears to have been built in 1911 for Jesse W. and Alice Maxwell. The
Maxwells lived here for the rest of their lives. Jesse Maxwell was a native of Virginia, who
came to Austin as a child with his parents. He attended the University of Texas and began
his private law practice in Austin in the late 1890s. He was the first county school
superintendent in Travis County, and was elected as a state representative from Travis
County, where he distinguished himself for work on the beautification of the grounds of the
State Capitol and for supporting the University of Texas. He continued his law practice on
the 7t floor of the Scarbrough Building, and was appointed as judge of the City Corporation
Court in 1933, a position he held for 14 years. He died in 1947, while living in this house.

Judge Maxwell married twice — his first wife, Alice Humphreys Maxwell, died in 1942; he
then married Arny Houston Maxwell, who lived in this house until her death in 1961.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house appears in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984) with a Priority
2 for research.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting
of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for
archiving at the Austin History Center. The house has undergone architectural changes
over the years, that in staff’'s opinion, outweigh the historical significance of the house and
disqualify it for landmark designation.
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NOTIFICATIONS

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the

approximate relative location of property boundaries
This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
702 W. 21% Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
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By City Historic Preservation Office
January, 2016

1992 A: Ralph McElroy Company (additional space)
NOTE: The Ralph McElroy Company was a publishing and translation
business located at 2102 Rio Grande Street.
B: John and Sara Bird, renters
No occupation listed
NOTE: The directory indicates that John and Sara Bird were new
residents at this address.

1985-86 Laurie R. Eiserloh, renter
Student
NOTE: The directory indicates that Laurie R. Eiserloh was a new resident at this
address.

1981 Ralph McElroy, renter

Proprietor, Ralph McElroy Company, publishers (at the house)
NOTE: The directory indicates that Ralph McElroy was a new resident at this

address.

1977 Craig Mears, renter
Student

1973 Richard A. Ryerson, renter

Instructor, University of Texas
NOTE: The directory indicates that Richard A. Ryerson was a new resident at
this address.

1968 Aubrey Davis and Carla McAuley, renters
Teaching assistant, University of Texas

1962 Vacant

1959 Mrs. Arny H. Maxwell, owner

Widow, J.W. Maxwell
No occupation listed

1955 Mrs. Arny H. Maxwell
Widow, J.W. Maxwell
No occupation listed

1952 Mrs. Arny H. Maxwell, owner
Widow, Jesse W. Maxwell
No occupation listed

1949 Mrs. Arny H. Maxwell, owner
Widow, Jesse W. Maxwell
No occupation listed

1947 Jesse W. Maxwell, owner
Judge, City Corporation Court

1944-45 Jesse W. Maxwell (not listed as owner)



1941

1939

1937

1935

1932-33

1930-31

1929

1927

1924

1922

1920

1918

1916

1914

\

1912-13

1910-11

Judge, City Corporation Court

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners
Judge, City Corporation Court

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners

Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building, and judge, City Corporation Court

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners

Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building, and judge, City Corporation Court

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners

Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building, and judge, City Corporation Court

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners

Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building, and judge, City Corporation Court

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners
Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners
Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners
Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners
Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners
Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners
Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners
Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. Maxwell
Lawyer, 711-12 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. Maxwell
Lawyer, 711-12 Scarbrough Building

Jesse W. Maxwell
Lawyer, 711-12 Scarbrough Building

The address is not listed in the directory.
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NOTE: Jesse W. Maxwell is listed at 2007 Nueces Street; he was a lawyer with

offices in the Bosche Building, 806 Congress Avenue.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES
Jesse W. and Alice Maxwell
Jesse W. and Arny Maxwell
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The 1900 U.S. Census shows Jesse W. Maxwell as a 34-year old boarder in the home of
Virginia Loving on Nueces Street, between 22" and 23™ Streets in Austin. Jesse W. Maxwell
had been born in Virginia and was a lawyer. Virginia Loving was also born in Virginisa; she was
a 56-year old widow with no occupation listed. She had a son, James, 20, who had been born
in Texas, and was a student.

The 1910 U.S. Census shows Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell at 1402 West Avenue. Jesse W.
Maxwell was 43, had been born in Virginia, and was a lawyer in general practice. Alice H.
Maxwell was 37, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.

The 1920 U.S. Census shows Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell as the owners of this house.
Jesse W. Maxwell was a 54-year old Virginia-born lawyer. Alice H. Maxwell was 47, had been
born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. The had no children listed with them.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows J.W. and Alice H. Maxwell as the owners of this house, which
was worth $7,000. Jesse W. Maxwell is listed as a lawyer.

J.W. and Alice H. Maxwell re listed as the owners of this house in the 1940 U.S. Census. The
house was worth $7,500. J.W. Maxwell was listed as a lawyer in the Corporation Court.
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'MRS. ALICE H. MAXWELL

- Mrs. Alice Humphrey Maxwell,
wife of Judge . W. Maxwell, died
‘at her home, 702 'West 2Ist street,’

i Saturdav. Mrs. Maxwell had r*r:_.'?zﬁ'""1
=£>q in Austin for the past 38 vears, |
and was a member of the bmwr-i
AS!H’ Baptist church and the Pathe
finders. Survivors sre her husband,
“three sisters, Mrs. Kate Kellev,
‘Mrs. H H. Dietzes and- Mrs €. D
' Ehrhardt, all of rouston, and two
~brothers, R B, Humphrey, of Dal+?
~tas ard - }‘ar —Humphrey of Wiehita-
_Falls, | i |

. Funeral services “will be held
from the Cook Funeral home st 5
p.oom. Sunday with D, W. H Mces
Kenzie a‘md Dr. Eugene McLarin
csfﬁ tating. Burial wall be in Qak-
"wimti wmr‘::n Pallbearers will he!
Leshie Fox, O. . Bonner. R, I'}'
Cthorp. Claude Hill, Jim Clark and
~Ernest D, Harris. -

Obituary of Alice H. Maxwell
Austin American-Statesman, June 7, 1942
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o 4
Fall x Home| | ' ’ i

A fall at home almost/a d
cade ago which resulted in a brok
left hip from which he ne !
recovered resii more | tecen
- in an infection setting in, [caus 1
hardening iof the arteries injhis 1
leg and makihg his condition

come critie week, |
. Judge '-'ﬂ:ll#ltl_wu" I
‘26, 1885 ‘in Virginia, the of &
 physician, | and  came  with his;

muwm 's_ﬂnunt;r_ b 2 youin i

Degree ; t]

_ 5ub-qr$uj.- he aftended the|
‘University of Texas where he TR-
ceived his bachelor of laws degres.

in 1892 and b#gan private practice
of law in Austin, . |

~ In 1888, he was appointed by the

eounty  cdmmjissioners i of
. Travis County as the first county!
school mpgril%tendmt -under the,

n. Later, he cam-.

paigned successfully and was elect-

ed a member pf the 26th ll.uull-
ture fro ayis County. | :

During 'his fwo-year term as a
lawmaker, Judge' Maxwel] fought
-for two niain things—consideration
of the needs gf the University of

capitol grpun

Rs-Enters ' EI ! ice ::
_ He re-entered the private practice
of law after his short ca ' as a
lawmaker where he remainkd until
the late Mbhyds P, W, McFadden
and his c:p,lie:}um'an the City
Cauncil honored him with ppoint-
miant as judge lof the cor oration
eobrt on J4n, 5/{1933, 10 sucdend the
late Judge E4!'R. Kone, phother
duftinguished veteran of the Travis
Cotnty bar' | i
[inesy cdused| Judge Maxiwell to
send a message 1o the City Council
last May 1 tHat he would not be an
applicant for' re-appointment to the
cuiporatiorl court bench and|he re-

Texas and 5!:31:11!11:&&911 1{;! the

Aired officiully last |April ' He

o omem s om oo -

spant kis days b retirement at his
hotne_ 702 West 21st Street. |
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nﬁ Poteniite | e
dege Maxwell was a member
af su:e Eeom;hgflite Masonic ibodies
ahd was a pa ;putentatn { Ben
Hu!r‘ Shrine Te mple.  He alse was
elong m-&mhfer of the Hreshy-
tmr n Church.
fore his br:tident a number of
qr age, hé was an ou ding
s;hm- niahd one of the best
kni hunters |and fishermen in
section af, the state. For| many
| during’ the holiday season, a
ssful -hunt B trip led| to a
' dinngr ' Teunion with his

niors, h i late .&uglh.st J.
Eil¢rs, Dr. J.o . Wooten, Richard
S.| [Skinny) E' . Leslie Fox, and

'j::e e ofl o they

iongﬂme riends

nwnwwq: intel.

lt i i
_ llbﬁanzrsf ill be A. C. Bun,
D-‘:r ! Rmﬂ:at:gl]. Loomis Slaugh-
ter [Frank Ma.:iwéll Roger B. Tyler
. 4:{ C' ude Hll
norary dpa lhgarers will ée the
cfficers .of the’ First
'Eop hern Pr«e:t.’lbﬂfnau Church, all
merhbérs of t] e City Couneil and
e| force, rge’ Todd,| Tom
alling Arthu nnra. John Olsen,
| Johngo R. Moord, Joe
Ro __ns Sun-:a r%]s Morris Hersh-
1

her, W, F Gohl-

er, W, Ha.!'t
tnrv ,a B Pace

Obltuary of Judge Jesse W. Maxwell
Austin American, December 23, 1947
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) mwmmmm
Street Friday. She was the widow!
of the-late Judge J. W. Maxwell
of the City Corporation Court. She
was a member of the First South-
€rn Presbyterian Church, Thank-
ful Bubbard Chapter of DAR, Wil-|
liam B. Travis Chapter DRT--|
Delta Kappa Gamma and the Re-
tired Teachers Association.

‘She is survived by a sister, Miss
Josephine Houston and a brother,

| ﬁ;gya;ai,ShuuaﬂenrhﬂﬂL4#ﬂAus=;
“Funeral services will be held
&turday at 3 p. m. ai(.‘.‘mkFu-
neral Home. '
‘Burial will be in Oakwood. -

- Pallbearers will be Lomis|

Slaughter, Fisher Tyler, A. H.|!

Woolverton, Frank Maxwell, H. C.{:

Sl.uryandHerbertPrmny !

Obituary of Arny Maxwell
Austin American, January 7, 1961

Judge exwell 702 Gest 21 8%
13 24 ~ )
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22257 = 7-31-%1

Heone

Building permit to Judge Maxwell to re-roof the house (1941)
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3. ¥. Maxwell 702 West 21gt Street
46 2L - » -

: ae-rppf‘garege
- 30083 42646 £50.00
Dodd

Building permit to J.W. Maxwell to re-roof the garage (1946)

J. W. Maxwell 702 West 2lst 8Btreet
46 2y - i -

Re-roof garage with asphalt shingles

30183 5-6-U46 $45.00
Dodd

Building permit to J.W. Maxwell to re-roof the garage with asphalt shingles (1946)



