
A Regional Equity Atlas for 
the Austin Metro Region 

 
Elizabeth Mueller, Ph.D. 
Community and Regional Planning/School of Architecture 
UT Austin 



What are equity atlases? 

• Equity atlases provide a visual depiction of disparities in access to key 
resources (such as transit, quality education, affordable housing, Jobs, 
Food, clean air, and parks) and how these patterns affect residents’ 
health and well-being. 
 

• Not just static maps—interactive websites, allow for customized use, 
focus on relationships between areas/investments. 
 

• Atlases can help guide policy, planning and strategic investments to 
create more equitable communities.  
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The uses of regional equity atlases 

• Build a commitment to equity 
• Shape policy, planning and investments 
• Connect diverse stakeholders 
• Facilitate dialogue 
• Democratize access to data 
• Empower communities 
• Promote regionalism 
• Track success 
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Examples: 

• Atlanta—jobs/housing disconnects, social service disconnects 
• Denver—strategic use of affordable housing, small business incentive 

programs and healthy food fund for sites near transit. 
• Los Angeles—prevent displacement, ensure existing housing remains 

affordable in key areas 
• Portland –demonstrated that many low income neighborhoods had 

limited access to nature. A grant program was created and has 
supported 27 projects that have expanded access to natural areas 
across the region. 
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Analysis of access to schools in the 
region via transit revealed that few of 
the new rail stations will provide access 
to schools, and those schools near rail 
are often poor quality.  
 
If they are promoting school choice at 
the regional scale, lack of transit 
access may render this meaningful fo 
many low income families. 
 
For the top quartile of schools, only 
15.4% were within a mile of a transit 
station—not walking distance! 
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Access of low-
skilled workers to 
jobs via transit  



Building on existing efforts here 
• CTSIP & Opportunity mapping, Children’s Optimal Health 

 
• Next step: How we can link issues, focus on investments to leverage 

improvements on several problems at the same time. 
 

• Match unique administrative data with census and other public data sets 
tailored to our purposes. 
 

• Online interactive mapping, allowing users to create useful maps. 
 

• UT as possible home for datasets, co-creator of the site, host and manager. 
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The potential benefits to our region 

• Begin to address the interrelationship between housing and transit 
costs in our region.  As low income households move outward or 
migrate to suburban locations in our region, the ability to get to work 
by bus can will be critical. Preventing displacement from the center 
will have payoffs in other areas. 
 

• Identify relationships between problems that are not currently well 
understood, engage stakeholders in discussion of ways to collaborate. 
Regional transit services and social services. Share benefits to 
infrastructure investments, based on collaboration (water?) 
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