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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
APRIL 25, 2016 

NRD-2016-0026 
1605 Mohle Drive 
Old West Austin 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1940 house. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1940 by Clark Petet; he and his wife Erin lived here until the late 
1950s.  Clark Petet was a native of Memphis, Tennessee; he moved to Austin with his 
family before 1930.  His father, Charles F. Petet was the secretary of the State Railroad 
Commission.  Clark Petet was a salesman for a garage at that point, but soon became 
involved in work for the Scottish Rite bodies in Austin.  He served as the recorder for the 
Ben Hur Temple Shrine, and while living in this house, was the assistant secretary for the 
Scottish Rite bodies.  He later served as the recorder for the Hella Temple Shrine, and in 
his later years, he moved to Dallas, where he passed away in 1992.  The house was then 
owned by a widow, Florence McDonald, until around 1970, then a rental property until it 
was purchased by R. Frank Davis and his wife, around 1980. 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, wing-and-gable plan, stone-veneered cottage with a shed-roofed entry hood; 
metal-framed casement windows. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is contributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic District. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Either invoke the 180-day demolition delay for contributing houses in National Register 
Historic Districts to fully evaluate alternatives to demolition, or release the permit upon 
the Commission’s review of the plans for the new construction proposed for this site, and 
upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of 
all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the 
Austin History Center.  While the house is contributing to the National Register Historic 
District, it lacks the requisite architectural and historical significance to warrant individual 
designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1605 Mohle Drive 
ca. 1940 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1605 Mohle Drive 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
April, 2016 
 
1992  Frank R. Davis, owner 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Mrs. Frank R. Davis, owner 

There is no listing for a Frank R. Davis or a Mrs. Frank R. Davis in the 
alphabetical section of the directory. 

 
1981  R. Frank Davis, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1977  No return 
 
1973  Andrew and Judy Fono, renters 
  Systems analyst 
 
1968  Florence McDonald, owner 
  Widow, Earl McDonald 
  Retired 
 
1962  Florence McDonald, owner 
  Widow, Earl McDonald 
  No occupation listed 
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1959  Vacant 

NOTE:  Florence McDonald, the widow of Earl McDonald, is listed at 2004 Indian 
Trail; she was a checker for the State Department of Public Safety. 

 
1955  Clarke J. and Erin Petet, owners 
  Secretary, Scottish Rite Bodies, 205 W. 18th Street. 
 
1952  J. Clarke and Erin Petet, owners 

Assistant secretary, Scottish Rite Bodies, 205 W. 18th Street. 
 
1949  J. Clarke and Erin Petet (not listed as owners) 

Assistant secretary, Scottish Rite Bodies, 205 W. 18th Street. 
 
1947  J. Clarke and Erin Petet, renters 
  Assistant secretary, Scottish Rite Bodies, 205 W. 18th Street. 
 
1944-45 Charles E. and Peggy B. Bickley, renters 
  U.S. Army 
 
  William J. and Shirley Samuels, renters 
  U.S. Army 
  NOTE:  J. Clarke and Erin Petet are not listed in the directory. 
 
1941  J. Clarke and Erin Petet, owners 
  Assistant secretary, Scottish Rite Bodies, 205 W. 18th Street. 
 
1940  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  J. Clarke Petet (no wife listed) was a clerk for the State Railroad 
Commission (his father, Charles F. Petet was the secretary of the Railroad 
Commission); he lived at his parents’ house at 508 Crockett Street. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
J. Clarke and Erin Petet (ca. 1940 – ca. 1957) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Clark and Erin Petet as the renters of the house at 2517 Harris 
Boulevard in Austin.  Clark Petet was 33, had been born in Tennessee, and was the assistant 
bookkeeper for the Masonic lodge.  He had lived in Denison, Texas in 1935.  Erin Petet was 26, 
had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had no children listed with them. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Joseph Clark Petet as the 23-year old son of Charles F. and 
Mary A. Petet, who rented their house at 506 W. 18th Street in Austin.  Joseph Clark Petet had 
been born in Tennessee, and was a salesman for a garage.  His father, Charles F. Petet, had 
been born in Missouri, and was the secretary of the State Railroad Commission.  His mother, 
Mary A. Petet, had been born in Canada.  Joseph Clark Petet was the oldest of the 3 children 
listed in the census report.  The Petet family also had 7 lodgers in their home, including 2 
teachers at the University of Texas, a bank teller, a dry goods clerk, and a yardman. 
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Obituary of J. Clarke Petet 

Austin American-Statesman, April 15, 1992 
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Building permit to Clark Petet for the construction of the house (1940) 

 
 

 
Water service permit to Clark Petet for this address (1940) 
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Building permit to Clark Petet for a rear frame addition (1952) 
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