
PLANNING COMMISSION SITE PLAN REVIEW SHEET 
CONDITIONAL USE SITE PLAN APPROVAL 

 
 

CASE NUMBER: SPC-2015-0245C                       PC DATE:  April 26, 2016 
 

PROJECT NAME:  Fuente Learning Center   
  

ADDRESS:  758 Springdale Road 
 
COUNCIL DISTRICT – Three (#3) 
 
AREA:  0.547 acres   
 
APPLICANT: Rosa Santis 
   758 Springdale Road  
   Austin, Texas  78702  
   Phone: (512) 270-2900 
 
AGENT:  Southwest Engineers  
 142 Cimarron Park Loop, Suite A 
 Buda, Texas  78610  

Phone: (512) 312-4336 
(Matt Dringenberg) 

 
EXISTING ZONING:  SF-3-NP  
 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT:  A conditional use permit for the development of a 
private secondary educational facility within a single-family zoning district.  
Associated improvements will include the addition of a six-vehicle space parking lot, 
driveway relocation, sidewalks and utilities.  The school intends to enroll no more 
than two (2) high school-level students, and employ a maximum of four (4) staff 
members.  
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:    

United East Austin Coalition 
Austin Neighborhoods Council 
Cristo Rey Neighborhood Association 
Del Valle Community Coalition 
African American Cultural Heritage District Business Association 
Govalle/Johnston Terrace Neighborhood Planning Area 
Homeless Neighborhood Association 
Guadalupe Neighborhood Development Corporation 
Preservation Austin 
East Austin Conservancy 
Claim Your Destiny Foundation 
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Austin Parks Foundation 
Govalle Neighbors 
El Concilio Mexican-American Neighborhoods 
Austin Independent School District 
Friends of Austin Neighborhoods 
Bike Austin 
Sierra Club, Austin Regional Group 
Austin Heritage Tree Foundation 
SEL Texas 
Beyond2ndNature 
 

AREA STUDY:  Govalle Neighborhood Planning Area 
 
WATERSHED:  Boggy Creek (Urban) 
 
APPLICABLE WATERSHED ORDINANCE: Current/Comprehensive Watershed 
Ordinance 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends approval of the 
conditional use site plan for this proposed development. The site plan will comply 
with all requirements of the Land Development Code prior to permit release. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:     
 
Planning Commission – July 8, 2008: SPC-2008-0180C, Fuente Learning Center 
Conditional Use Permit.  The Commission approved the staff recommendation for a 
private secondary educational facility (6-0-2). 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Michael Simmons-Smith  Telephone:  (512) 974-3294 
  michael.simmons-smith@austin.texas.gov 
 
SUMMARY COMMENTS ON SITE PLAN: 
 
Land Use:  The applicant is requesting approval of a conditional use permit for a 
Private Secondary Educational Facility within an SF-3-NP zoning district.   
 
The site currently consists of an existing residence that has been previously used as 
a single family home, and the application applied for and received approval for a 
conditional use permit for such a private school in 2008 (SPC-2008-0180C).  
Construction on the site did not immediately commence, and in July 2011 a one-year 
administrative site plan extension was granted, as Case Number SPC-2008-
0180C(XT).  Again, construction did not begin, and the site plan expired in 2012.  
Following the site plan expiration, in 2014 the applicant began construction activity 
on the property, and received a citation from the City of Austin Inspection Division for 
construction work without a valid permit.  Because the conditional use permit for this 
development expired when the site plan expired, it was necessary for the applicant 
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to reapply in order to once again permit the CUP and the associated construction on 
the property.  
 
Transportation:  The site fronts along Springdale Road and takes access only to 
that roadway.  It provides adequate parking for the proposed use, and for the stated 
student enrollment and number of staff.   
 
Environmental:   The site is located within the Boggy Creek watershed, which is 
classified as Urban, and complies with all Environmental regulations.   
 
SURROUNDING CONDITIONS: 
 
Zoning/ Land Use:  
  
North: P-NP – Austin Police Department    
East:  Springdale Road    
South:  SF-3-NP -  Single-Family Residences 
West:   SF-3-NP -  Single-Family Residences 
 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REVIEW AND EVALUATION CRITERA 
 
The following evaluation is included to provide staff position on each point of the 
conditional use permit criteria.  Section 25-5-145 of the Land Development Code 
states:    
 
A.  “The Land Use Commission shall determine whether the proposed development 
or use of a conditional use site plan complies with the requirements of this section.”  
 
B.  A Conditional Use Site Plan Must: 
 

1. Comply with the requirements of this title. Staff Response: This site plan 
complies with all regulations and requirements of the Land Development 
Code. 

 
2. Comply with the objectives and purposes of the zoning district. Staff 

Response: The proposed building and land use is compatible with the 
abutting uses.  It complies with setbacks required as well as height, building 
coverage and impervious coverage.    

 
3. Have building height, bulk, scale, setback, open space, landscaping, 

drainage, access, traffic circulation, and use that is compatible with the 
use of an abutting site.  Staff Response: The site plan will comply with all 
such requirements of the SF-3 zoning district.         

 
4. Provide adequate and convenient off-street parking and loading 
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facilities.  Staff Response: Adequate parking and loading facilities have been 
provided.    
 

5. Reasonably protect persons and property from erosion, flood, fire, 
noise, glare, and similar adverse effects.  Staff Response: The site plan 
will comply with all requirements of the Land Development Code, and 
reasonably protects the health, safety, and welfare of persons and property.   

 
6. For conditional use located within the East Austin Overlay district, 

comply with the goals and objectives of a Neighborhood Plan adopted 
by the City Council for the area in which the use is proposed.  Staff 
response: The proposed development complies with the goals and objectives 
of the neighborhood plan adopted by the City Council.   

 
C.  A Conditional Use Site Plan May Not: 
 

1. More adversely affect an adjoining site than would a permitted use.  
Staff response:  The site plan will conform with all regulations and standards 
established by the Land Development Code for the SF-3 zoning district. This 
proposed site plan does not more adversely affect an adjoining site than 
would a permitted use.   

 
2. Adversely affect the safety or convenience of vehicular or pedestrian 

circulation, including reasonably anticipated traffic and uses in the area. 
Staff response: The site plan is not anticipated to have any detriment of 
vehicular safety or convenience.  The proposed development did not require 
a traffic impact analysis.   

 
3. Adversely affects an adjacent property or traffic control through the 

location, lighting, or type of signs.  Staff response:  No signage or lighting 
is proposed that would affect adjacent properties or traffic control.  All signs 
will comply with the Land Development Code.     

 
D. A site plan may not adversely affect the public health, safety, or welfare, or 

materially injure property.  If the Land Use Commission determines that a site 
plan has an adverse effect or causes a material injury under this subsection, 
the Land Use Commission shall identify the adverse effect or material injury.   
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§ 25-5-146  CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL. 
 (A) To make a determination required for approval under Section 25-5-145 
(Evaluation Of Conditional Use Site Plan), the Land Use Commission may 
require that a conditional use site plan comply with a condition of approval that 
includes a requirement for: 
  (1) a special yard, open space, buffer, fence, wall, or screen; 
  (2) landscaping or erosion;  
  (3) a street improvement or dedication, vehicular ingress & egress, or 

traffic circulation;  
  (4) signs; 
  (5) characteristics of operation, including hours;  
  (6) a development schedule; or 
  (7) other measures that the Land Use Commission determines are 
required for compatibility with surrounding uses or the preservation of public 
health, safety, or welfare. 
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