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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MAY 23, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0305 
1415 ALAMEDA DRIVE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1936 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-and-a-half story, rectangular-plan, steeply pitched side-gabled frame Tudor Revival 
house with a central, front-gabled projecting entry bay containing the round-arched entry; 
partial-width inset porch to the right of the entry bay with segmental-arched arcade; 
battered brick exterior chimney to the left of the entry bay; single and paired multi-light 
casement windows. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built around 1936; the first owners and occupants were Martin K. and 
Selma Manz, who lived here until around 1958.  Martin K. Manz was a buyer for the Kash-
Karry grocery store chain in Austin, while Selma was the superintendent and timekeeper 
for the Household Aide Project of the WPA until after World War II, when Martin 
established his own food brokerage company, Finks-Manz, with offices at 104 W. 1st Street.  
Selma Manz began working for the company as well, at first as an office secretary, then 
office manager, then book-keeper, before her death in 1957.  Martin Manz moved from the 
house shortly after Selma’s death. 
The house was listed as vacant in the 1959 city directory, then owned by a salesman, 
Walter B. Sorenson, and his wife, R. Josephine, in the early 1960s.  Roy L. Clark, a 
department manager for the City Power and Light Department, and his wife, Billie, owned 
and occupied the house in the mid-1960s through the early 1970s.  The house was a rental 
property through the early 1990s. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, but release the permit upon completion of a 
City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History 
Center.  The house has neither the architectural nor the historical significance to warrant 
individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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1415 Alameda Drive 
ca. 1936 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1415 Alameda Drive 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
May, 2016 
 
1992  Patricia Hill, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Patricia Hill was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 Vacant 
 
1981  Bill Barbisch, renter 
  Lawyer 
 
1977  R. and Karen Mayers, owners 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that R. and Karen Mayers were new residents at 
this address. 

 
1973  Roy L. and Wilmetta Clark, owners 
  Department manager, City Power and Light Department 
 
1968  Roy L. and Billie Clark, owners 

Electrician 
 
1962  Walter B. and R. Josephine Sorenson, owners 
  Salesman 
  NOTE:  Roy L. and Billie Clark are not listed in the directory. 
 
1959  Vacant 
 
1955  Martin K. and Selma Manz, owners 

Martin: Proprietor, Finks-Manz Company, Ltd., food brokers, 104 W. 1st 
Street. 

  Selma:  Book-keeper, Finks-Manz Company. 
 
1952  Martin K. and Zelina [sic] Manz, owners 

Martin: Proprietor, Finks-Manz Company, food brokers, 104 W. 1st Street. 
  Selma:  Office manager, Finks-Manz Company. 
 
1949  Martin K. and Selma Manz, owners 

Martin:  Proprietor, Finks-Manz Company, food brokers, 104 W. 1st Street. 
Selma:  Office secretary, Finks-Manz Company. 

 
1947  Martin K. and Selma Manz, owners 
  Clerk 
 
1944-45 Jerome C. and Marietta Hofmayer, renters 
  U.S. Army 

NOTE:  Martin K. Manz is not listed in the directory; Selma Manz  is listed as a 
timekeeper for the City Finance Department; she lived at 3113 Lafayette Avenue. 
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1941  Martin K. and Selma Manz, owners 
  Buyer 
 
1939  Martin K. and Selma Manz, owners 

Martin: Buyer, assistant general manager, Kash-Karry Stores, retail 
groceries, 1001-03 Congress Avenue. 

  Selma:  Superintendent, Household Aide Project, WPA. 
 
1937  Martin K. and Selma Manz, owners 
  Manager, Kash-Karry Stores, retail groceries, 1001-03 Congress Avenue. 
 
1935  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Martin K. and Selma Manz are listed at 608 W. 12th Street, Apartment A.  
Neither had an occupation shown. 

 
 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Martin K. and Selma Manz (ca. 1936 – ca. 1958) 
Martin Karl and Selma Manz appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of this house, 
which was worth $4,000.  Martin Karl Manz was 32, had been born in Texas, and was a buyer 
for a retail grocery company.  Selma Manz was 31, had been born in Texsas, and was the 
project superintendent and timekeeper for the WPA Housekeeping Aide Project.  They had no 
children listed with them. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Martin K. Manz as the 22-year old son of Karl G. and Alvina 
Manz, who rented their house at 603 E. 16th Street in Austin.  Martin was the oldest and only 
son of the couple’s 5 children.  Martin K. Manz was a book-keeper for a grocery store.  His 
father, Karl G. Manz, was a Kansas-born clergyman.  His mother, who had been born in Illinois, 
had no occupation listed.  None of Martin’s younger sisters had an occupation listed. 
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News story on the suicide of Selma Manz 

Austin American-Statesman, May 19, 1957 
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Funeral notice for Selma Manz 
Austin American, May 20, 1957 
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Obituary of Martin K. Manz 

Austin American-Statesman, March 17, 1990 
 
 
 

 
Building permit to Martin K. Manz for the construction of an addition (1953) and to Roy Clark for 

a second-story addition (1971) 
 


