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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MAY 23, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0261 
903 W. JOHANNA STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1948 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a central, partial-width, front-
gabled independent porch on ornamental metal posts; single 1:1 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1948 by the East End Lumber Company.  The first known owners 
and occupants were Jose and Eloisa Castilleja, who lived here until around 1954.  Jose 
Castilleja was a laborer for Southwestern Ice and Cold Storage; he had lived at 1007 E. 6th 
Street prior to his marriage and the purchase of this house.  Pete and Mary Sanchez owned 
and occupied the house in the 1950s; he was a driver for the Colorado Building Corporation.  
From around 1960 until recently, the house was rented, and then owned by Emilio and 
Josie Cavazos, Jr.  Emilio Cavazos, Jr. worked for Joe’s Bakery on E. 7th Street when he 
and Josie moved into this house; he then went on to work at Friendly Radio and Television 
Service.  By the early 1980s, he had purchased the building and moved its location to Mary 
Street from Congress Avenue in downtown Austin. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use if feasible; otherwise, release the permit upon 
completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all 
elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin 
History Center.  The house has neither the architectural nor the historical significance to 
warrant individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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903 West Johanna Street 
ca. 1948 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
903 West Johanna Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
April, 2016 
 
1992  Emilio Cavazos, Jr., renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 Emilio Cavazos, Jr., renter 

Employed by Friendly TV Service (not listed in the alphabetical section of the 
directory). 

 
1981  Emilio Cavazos, Jr., renter 
  Proprietor, Friendly TV Service, 507-A W. Mary Street. 
 
1977  Emilio and Josie Cavazos, owners 

Tech, Friendly Radio and Television Service (Richard Carlson, proprietor), 119 
Congress Avenue. 

 
1973  Emilio and Josie Cavazos, owners 

Tech, Friendly Radio and Television Service (Richard Carlson, proprietor), 119 
Congress Avenue. 

 
1968  Emilio and Josie Cavazos, owners 

Tech, Friendly Radio and Television Service (Richard Carlson, proprietor), “Auto 
radio repair our specialty’” 119 Congress Avenue. 
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1962  Emilio and Josie Cavazos, renters 
  Employed by Joe’s Bakery and Coffee Shop, 2223 E. 7th Street. 
 
1959  Pete D. and Mary Sanchez, owners 

Driver, Colorado Building Corporation, real estate developers, 4529 S. 1st Street. 
NOTE:  Emilio and Guadalupe Cavazos are listed at 5407 Avenue F; neither had 
an occupation shown. 

 
1955  Pete D. and Mary Sanchez, owners 

Building superintendent, Colorado Building Corporation, 405 Capital National 
Bank Building, 114 W. 7th Street. 
NOTE:  Jose and Eloise Castilleja are listed at 2405 Willow Street.  He was a 
laborer for Southwestern Ice and Cold Storage Company. 

 
1953  Joe and Eloise Castilleja, owners 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are Efangeline Castilleja, a stock clerk at Goodfriends’, fine ladies’ 
apparel, millinery, shoes, children’s wear, beauty salon, accessories, 901 
Congress Avenue; and Ernestine Castilleja, a maid. 
NOTE:  Pete D. and Mary Sanchez are listed at 63 Lynn Street; he was a driver. 

 
1952  Joe and Eloiza Castilleja, owners 
  Laborer 
 
1949  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Joe and Eloiza Castilleja are not listed in the directory. 
NOTE:  The 1947 city directory shows Jose C. Castilleja living at 1007 E. 6th 
Street.  He was not married.  He worked as a laborer for Southwestern Ice and 
Cold Storage Company. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Jose and Eloisa Castilleja (ca. 1948 – ca. 1954) 

 
Death notice for Jose Castilleja 

Austin American-Statesman, March 30, 1991 
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Death notice for Eloisa Castilleja 

Austin American-Statesman, January 4, 1997 
 
Emilio and Josie Cavazos, Jr. (1960 - ) 
Emilio Cavazos, Jr. appears in the 1940 U.S. Census as the 12-year old son of Emilio and 
Guadalupe Cavazos, who rented their house in rural Travis County.  Emilio had been born in 
Texas, and was the youngest of the 5 children listed.  He had no occupation listed.  His father 
had been born in Texas and was a farmer.  His mother had been born in Mexico and had no 
occupation listed.  His two oldest brothers were both listed as farm laborers.  The family had 
lived in rural Bastrop County, Texas in 1935. 
 

 



 D.9 - 6 

 
Obituary of Emilio Cavazos, Jr. 

Austin American-Statesman, April 13, 1991 
 
 
 

 
Water service permit to East End Lumber Company for this address (1948) 
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Building permit to Jose Castilleja for an addition (1950) and to Emilio Cavazos, Jr. for an 

addition (1976) and a carport (1976) 
 
 

 


