














































From: Phillip Thomas and Carol Stall
To: Contreras, Kalan
Cc: Aaron Shneidman; Tami Hart; Lynn Robbins; Brandie Baker; Adam Butler; Julie Butler; Maraba Diraddo; Lou

Schmidt; Russ & Cindy Ham Yates; Aimee Kandl; Liz Kweller; Luke & Traci Bibby; Matt & Nicole Gaulden;
Stephen Meyers; Krista & Russ Jordan; Ruth B. Kaplan; Martin Tower; Sarah Tower; Mark Gracie; Eric Martin;
Rene Renteria; Eileen Nehme; Chris Dirrado; Julie Lachance; Jonathan Lachance; Camilla Hsieh; Ben Kweller

Subject: 2102 Ford Street, 78704
Date: Monday, May 16, 2016 2:36:24 PM

Hello Kalan, Here are a few tidbits regarding the property at 2102 Ford
Street in Zilker which is up for demolition.

First an overview of the neighborhood (which you likely already know).
Back in the day, the area was farmed for cotton. After the civil war,
groups of Black freedmen farmers settled in what is now Zilker. The area
was eventually gentrified after WWII when returning soldiers sought
suburban life-- and little housing developments sprang up. Sadly all that
was left by the 80s was a small church and a graveyard and an elderly
Deacon who lived on Treadwell.

Ford Street appeared at the end of the 40s. and was populated with
many veterans including Joe Jacobs, Mr.Ralph Kaplan and others who
spent much of their lives on the street.

My husband, Phil Thomas and I lived at 2102 Ford Street for many years.
I moved there in 1990 and Phil in 1997. (I had lived in Zilker since
1981.) During this time we got to know our neighbors and while we were
there the street formed a group that exists to this day. 

7870-4rd or (originally 7870-Ford) was created to celebrate and
encourage the village-like ambiance on the street (and surrounding
areas). It began of a need to form a sort of community. The group did
that and helped to cement deep friendships as well. Because of the
strong relationships, abundance of creativity, mutual assistance and
general Joie de vivre, Ford Street has become something of a
phenomenon throughout the area. People want to live there and raise
their kids in its remarkably nurturing environment. 

7870-4rd turned out to be inspiring and in the Austin Neighborhood issue
of Tribeza Ford Street was featured to represent Zilker.(Please see links
after message)

An important component of 7870-4rd was a special list serve so all who
were online could all easily communicate both important and mundane
matters. But those who were not tech savvy were not forgotten either.
This helped to knit even tighter bonds and continues to keep people in
touch. 

Over the years, Halloween has become a complete Ford Street
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phenomenon  due to the tradition of scary houses and people who offer
adult treats (tequila shots). Hundreds of people come from all over Austin
to join the fun.

The idea for 7870-4RD came up in several homes-- 2102 being one--and
spread throughout the street. The first meeting to plan the first gathering
was at 2102 Ford and it was the site of many subsequent annual parties
and gatherings. 

Sadly one of our jobs left town and the taxes became so high we made
the very tough decision to leave. Now we live in the 02-- and you see us
often before the HLC as we try to save the character & existing sense of
community in our new neighborhood.

While we do not expect this home to be saved due to it's fame as part of
a creative and close-knit community, we do hope that at least part of this
era will be preserved as an inspiration for others seeking an alternative to
urban anonymity. 

Sincerely,

Carol S. Stall & Phil Thomas

Ford Street full article: 

https://issuu.com/tribeza/docs/july/44
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May 18, 2016 
 
City of Austin Historic Landmark Commission 
P.O. Box 1088 
Austin, Texas 78767 
 
Re: 2301 Rundell Place 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
Mid Tex Mod, the leading voice for the preservation of Modern architecture in our region, supports 
initiation of historic zoning for the house at 2301 Rundell, which is an important example of regional 
Modernism designed by one of Austin’s pre-eminent mid-century architects.  As the Central Texas 
chapter of Docomomo US, Mid Tex Mod’s mission is to raise awareness of Modern buildings, sites, 
neighborhoods, and landscapes, as well as advocate for their preservation, documentation, and 
sustained use.  
 
2301 Rundell Place exemplifies the design philosophy of its architect, Arthur Dallas (A.D.) Stenger, who 
brought Modern sensibilities to Austin's burgeoning creative middle class. With its low-pitched roof, 
pronounced rafter tails, clerestory windows, and natural materials including battered walls and planters 
of site-collected stone, 2301 Rundell is an excellent example of Stenger’s work. Completed in 1950, the 
house has been minimally altered and retains a high degree of integrity. It is located within the A.D. 
Stenger Addition, a mid-century subdivision within the Barton Hills neighborhood where Stenger began 
his career and which still has a small but remarkable concentration of intact Stenger homes. Mid Tex 
Mod featured 2301 Rundell on a tour of Stenger’s Barton Hills work as part of national Docomomo US 
Tour Day in October 2015. 
 
The house at 2301 Rundell Place clearly meets the City’s Historic Designation Criteria:  it is at least 50 
years old and represents a period of significance of at least 50 years ago; it retains a high degree of 
integrity and clearly conveys its historical significance; and it demonstrates significance in the following 
categories:  
 

(i) Architecture:  The house is a classic example of the work of Austin’s most prominent mid-
century residential designer/builder,  A.D. Stenger, as well as a significant work of regional 
Modernist residential design; and  
 

(ii) Historical Associations:  2301 Rundell Place was the residence of prominent Latin American 
historian Lewis Ulysses Hanke, Professor of History at the University of Texas and the 
Director for UT’s Institute of Latin American Studies. Hanke is best known for his writings on 
the Spanish conquest of Latin America and is considered by many to be the father of the 
field of Latin American studies in the United States 

 



Historic preservation at the local level involves a careful balance of community values and private 
property rights, of which we are highly respectful. Our organization believes that 2301 Rundell is a 
historically significant property and retains a high degree of integrity; however, we are concerned that 
the proposed work includes additions and alterations which could compromise the property’s integrity 
and render it ineligible for future designation. Moreover, we believe that the Rundell Place and Airole 
Way comprise a potential mid-century historic district, which could be rendered ineligible by loss of a 
contributing property such as this.  However, we are confident that it is feasible to rehabilitate 2301 
Rundell in a manner that would preserve its architectural integrity yet give the owner the square 
footage and amenities being sought. We recommend that the property be zoned historic and all work 
reviewed in keeping with The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties to protect this piece of Austin’s history well into the future. 
 
Thank you for your time on this case and your service on this important commission. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at midtexasmod@gmail.com.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Lindsey Derrington, President 
Mid Tex Mod 
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