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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JUNE 27, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0404 
905 ETHEL STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1951 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, hipped-roof stuccoed frame house with a partial-width, flat-
roofed, independent porch on plain, square wood posts; single 6:6 fenestration; integral two-
car garage to the left of the house. 
RESEARCH 

Although there is a building permit for a rock veneer house on this site dating from 1946, it 
does not appear that this is that house, or that the rock house was ever built.  This house 
was a rental property until the mid-1980s.  The tenants included an instructor at 
Bergstrom Air Foce Base, a transmission mechanic, and a printer at the American-
Statesman newspaper.  David L. and Pat A. George are listed as the renters of this house in 
the 1981 city directory, and as the owners thereafter.  David George worked as a behavioral 
health educator for the Austin Diagnostic Clinic; Pat George worked for the Texas 
Department of Human Resources.  
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, but release the permit upon completion of a 
City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History 
Center.  The house, while setting the scale and style of this South Austin neighborhood, 
does not have the requisite architectural and historical significance to warrant individual 
designation as a historic landmark. 
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905 Ethel Street 
ca. 1951 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
905 Ethel Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
June, 2016 
 
1992  David L. and Pat A. George, owners 
  David:  Behavioral health educator, Austin Diagnostic Clinic 
  Pat:  Employed by the Texas Department of Human Resources 
 
1985-6  David L. and Pat A. George, owners 
  Employed by Seton Medical Center 
 
1981  David L. and Pat A. George, renters 

Employed by Seton Medical Center 
 
1977  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  David L. and Pat A. George are not listed in the directory. 
 
1973  Molly McCauley, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Molly McCauley was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1968  Glenn and Juanita M. Taylor, renters 
  Printer, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper 
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1965  Glenn and Mozelle Taylor, renters 
  Printer, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper 
 
1962  James T. and Eddie Overton, renters 
  Mechanic, Automatic Transmission, 1300 S. Congress Avenue. 
 
1959  Bruce and Alice Godfrey, renters 
  Instructor, Bergstrom Air Force Base 
 
1955  Vacant 
 
1952  Clark and Allie B. Gillum, renters 
  No occupation listed 
 
1949 The address is not listed in the directory. 
 NOTE:  It is not clear whether Clark Gillum is listed in the directory.  There is a 

listing for a W. Clark and Ruby Gillum, who lived at 2949 Higgins Street; he was 
a routeman; she was a carhop for the Triple X Fine Foods, 2801 Guadalupe 
Street. 

 
1947 No houses are listed on Ethel Street. 
 

 
 

 
Building permit for a house on this site (1946).  It is not clear whether this house was ever built, 

or if it was, when the stucco was applied over the rock. 
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Water service permit for this address (1946) 

 

 
Water service permit for a secondary unit with this address (1948) 
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Sewer connection application for this address (1951) 

 
Building permit for remodeling and repairs (1975) and to repair fire damage (1976) 

 
A SUNROOM ADDITION WAS CONSTRUCTED IN 2003. 
 

 


