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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
JUNE 27, 2016
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2016-0401
3712, 3800, 3801, AND 4005 BEN GARZA LANE

PROPOSAL

Demolish several ca. 1960s and a ca. 1928 house on the former Garza Ranch.

ARCHITECTURE

The ca. 1928 house has lost a great deal of integrity, as it was completely remodeled in the
1960s. The other houses on the property are all 1960s-era tract-style houses.

RESEARCH

The Garza Ranch was purchased by Ben Garza in the late 1920s. It was originally a much
larger tract of land, but has been sold off and subdivided over the years, so that this area is
the only section of land that remains of the old ranch.

Ben Garza was a prominent Hispanic merchant in Austin, and had several grocery, meat,
produce, and fish stores downtown, with early stores on E. 6t Street, Red River Street, and
later, on Guadalupe Street. Garza semi-retired from his markets in the late 1920s and
bought this piece of property. He raised cattle, dairy cows, and chickens here at various
times. He fully retired in 1945 to spend time on this ranch. The other houses on the
property were built in the 1960s as family members moved onto the ranch, and to provide
housing for ranch hands. All of those houses now have had other tenants.

STAFF COMMENTS

The Garza Ranch is beyond the bounds of any City survey.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Release the demolition permits after completion of a City of Austin Documentation
Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a
narrative history of the ranch, for archiving at the Austin History Center. While staff
believes that this beautiful piece of property has some historical significance in and of itself,
none of the buildings on the site relate significantly to the historic period of Ben Garza’s
tenancy on this ranch. Staff would encourage the applicant to consider erecting a marker
on the site commemorating the history of the Garza Ranch.
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The old farm house on the Ben Garza Ranch — the original house was completely remodeled
in the early 1960s.

This house on the Ben Garza Ranch was moved in from another location in the early 1960s
and remodeled. The following photographs are of other houses and structures on the ranch.
According to the family, all of the rock work on the ranch was done by tenants or ranch
hands.
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The Ben Garsa Family

Hary Mayner

12th Orade

David Crocket High School
3712 Ben Qarza Lane #l
instin, Texas TH7LE
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The Hen Garza Family

fustin has always been an important citv, as it is
the ecapital of Texas, It is also dmportant because it
was named after Stephen F, Austing the first to bring
peopla into Texas to zettle, There were many families
important in Austin's history when it was just beginning
to grow., They have lived in Austin throush several gen-
arations and have playved a part in making it the city
it ia today. One of these families is that of mv srand-
father, Den Garza., His parents lived in Austing he was
born, raisad, and died here, His wife and the familics
of five of his six children are scill living in dustin,

Zen Garza, Grandpa, was born in Austin on Oectober
ty 1889, He was the firstborn af his Ffather, also Done
Jamin Garsza, Tragically, his father died just 16 days
after grandpa was born, Whether due to this fact, ar
same othar, he was named just Denjamin Oarza, instead of
lenjamin Garsa, Jr.

His father farmed for a living, while his mother
took care of the house. Soon after his death, she re-
marrisd Frank €, Martines, They had two sons, Huben
and Frank C, Martines, Jr. Tt ds determined that these
Bovlas great grandfather wns antonio M, Martines, ithe
inst soavernor-general of Tejas when Taxas was Yow Spain.
Moy Slartines hwmd sorvod Prom 1817 ta 1822 and wr

1% fhe

wREND gave Moses lustdn permission o sottle three

htin=-

dred fomilies in Toaxas. Frank ¢, Hdartines, Jr, is still

1

Living hiers in Anstin anpd is a 1ifa-time member
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of the Sons of ths Bspublic o Taxas.

i

rank O. Hartises died two years after the birth of his

||_.|J

2ociond don.  Ooe year later, his wife -1.33.11'1 remarried; this

tim2 o Theodores Yaldsz., They had five shildren, two zirls
and hree boys. They were Moses, Yincent, Ssther, Josephine,
And Theodore Valdesz, Jr.

4s thay grew older, =ach of the ahildren vent throush
Falm Gehool In Tast Austin.,  The boys atartsd working ab odd
Jobs when thay wage old enough, and a3 Jrapdpa was the oldast,
e staptaduoeiing Pirst.l Opa af the Firat Jobs he zok
Ho Work as an errand boy at a roek aguarry orrth of Auskin.
This was abt a hime whan mindng was #5111l done almost complataly
i hand, with pleks and shovels., Tha
sls carser, howavsr, was working for Tlscher's Hant Market .
Jrandgn was sixbeen years old whan he started worliing for
Jiseher's and in Ehree year's tlme, he had worked his way
ap from dellvery boy throush maat oubter; until he knsw ag
mehnt of the trads a3 he pneeded to know. Do st the vwoung ags
» i Grandfathsr went into business Tor himseld
ab Ll frade e was Lo work &t for tha next thirsyr-©ive vaars
warkcebing-meat and srocery., Tubt I'm forgetting the woman o
halpad him theoush Elinze vears: iz wifs,

Hzza Lozano, my srendmother, vas borm in Own intoiio,

Tewas on Ootebar 23, 1891, Uer carents verse J1ilo and Tosiaz

Trimder Dotano,  Thoy Mad sorried L Jan Antonio fa 12345 when
roway Bwenbv-four rears old sl she was M Meen, i, asm
2 owag callad, hoad ran away to o clecus when he was Ciftesn
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and was in a tumbling act, After Grandasa, their third ehild,
was Doray They moved their Pamily Lo luchin vhara 711 s
vorked in the Austin Foundry and Machine Shop Jurins winter

quartering. Orandma, too, was trainad to go igto the circus,

and she made har debub op the trapere, when she was juast =lx

-

and 'a Half., BShe quit the cireus when zhe val thirteen hae-
cause nar father wedired them to 1ive in Austin. He then
workad full time af the Austin Foundey,

ki and Dosipa hed nine children in all, six girls and

three boys. They were 2nna, D21la, fosa, Marsaret, Zertruds,

Agnes, B. UL {(Autledpge Chester), ook (Alfred 2.}, and Trank

Ir. Loezano started Lurlng mest from Zaa Sarza, shortly
aftar Pzn had gon2 Lnbts business Por hipself. Peas met fis
s she was buylng meab Por her family, They want together
. : . 4 .
Toron o raar and a hall, onca Bhay otarted dating. Tan fnrva
marrisd Rosa Lozano on Aoril 27, L7105 he was Swenby vears
nld, ane wns aishhaen,

A% the time they were married, Crondpa was renting space

for his market on the corner of Teath and Ged River.? Th

1]

sarket was on the firpst floor, while Srandpon and Crandna

lived above it on the ssecond floor. They wers 3till livin:

W

there at 712 Hed Tilwer vhep Grandpoa’s flrst ohild aas born
dead, oremature, in 1011, FTn eaply 1917, the Carza's wers
tiving with drs. Lozano abt 201 Tast Avenue vhere Orapdos's
second baby died when 1t was only Flve months old,  hay —wors

A3 Tiwine it dra. Lozano yvhen bheir daushber, opine,

Tas aorn on Senbamber 26, 121L. AL thiz fine, they had pobh
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the market at 912 Red ®iver plus another one on 715 Bast Sixth,
Thiz was hecanse Trandra was moving his surrlies from the store
on Red River to the one on REast 3ixth: after he stocked it, he
sold the one on Red River, frandma and Nrandpa moved to thelr
first real home at 2115 "H1llow in 1914, vhers their second dangh-
fer, fGeraldine, was born on Septenber 2. Thev had added another
maricet at 1009 Red River which Grandra's father (Theodors Talden)
rented and stocked from him, In 1918, thev s0ld this market and
Grandpa bought another building furthsr down at 1715 Red River.
In 1920, Grandma and fOrandpa sold their house on ¥illew and
moved 10 912 Tast Second,” He sold his market at 719 East Sixth
and honght anather one a 1ittle farther up at 701 Rast 3iwth,
At Christmas, frandra would have the markets decorated a 1ittle:
Fhis both made the rlaces more cheerful and halred to bring in

Aore nuﬁfnmers.T

Powewver, Trandpa thought his meat eclerk had
overdone the iob in 1921, at the market on 771 Wast Sixth. e
Felt that there was far too mich meat 1eft sittine ont, bhut it
wag an imprassive sicht. His hest vear, it mirht be said, was
in 1922, This was the wear when firandpa had five marketa ope
erating in Austin. He had added markets at 200 Weat Sixth,
1692 Lavaca, and 1311 South Congress ivenue in addition to the
ones on Aed River and fast Sixth. And as a special bopus, on
March 12 of that vaear, their first son , Pen ftaraa, Jr. was
born,
Their thied dansghtar and mv mather Pasa Hella, was born

mn Hovember 13, 1973, while =t111 living at 912 Rast Secodd.
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Whensver possible, Orandpa and Grandma would drive down to
Yoakum, Texas, to visit soms of Grandpa's brothers and sisters
wno had settled there. OCrandma's sister Marpgie still lives

in Yeoakuam, Her sisters Gertie and Agnes live in Houston.

The Garza's second son, Z1i James, was born on March 23,
1926, on Rast Second., By 1927, Grandpa tad sold liis markets
on Red River and West 3ixth, however, his half-brothers,

Mozy and Vincant, teook over the market at 701 East Sixth.
Grandpa was then the hall-owmer and ma2at eubtter at Fletcher's
Market when his last child, Babty Zoe was born on August 20,
1928,

In 1229, Orandpa shold his half of the markst back to
Pletcher and started another market on 115 West Sixth. Hs and
Orandma movsd to a new house at G515 Oakland Avenue in 1927.

In Novembar of 1929, the Garza's made their last moweto their
prasant addrass on what was then Qak Hill Ruad.: They had
bought 155 acrss of land outside of the city limits, south of
fastin,

By 1933, Grandpa had sold his market on Wast Sixth and
openad another ones at 1701 ﬂuadalupa.% He sold this market by
1737 and opened his last store, a combination grocery and
markat on 301 Fast Sixth. His son, Ben Jr, was a clerk for
nis at the grocary when he was fifteen., OCrandpa had lest
Crandma's thrae borthar, Frank, R. C., and Alfred work for
him and learn the trade, when they ware. sbout the same age as
fen Jr, R, O. was the only ons who remainad in tha trads,

however, Frank and
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Vonk became hoiler-makers,

The Marva's sacond-cldest danrhtsr, Neraldine, worked then
at tre State Bdueation Nerartment as a2 stenograrher.  She
married Zdmund Flemine on June h, 19791 she wos twentv-four at
the time. Their oldest dausghter, Horine, worked as a bookkeaper
far her father in 1240, while Gerry (Geraldine) went to U, T.
Bnth Fen Jr. and lorine worked as clerks for frandra in 19hL2,
and on Ogtober 20 of that vear, Horine married William L= [ond=,

ao in 19207, Sramdra sold his markst-srocery and tonlk

np dairving on his ranch. It was not a Jarge daipvy, but thev
fad ponms in the barn for cocline the milk and e washing ihe
milk rans. After aonling the milk, ther wonld sepeeate the
aranm Ppram the weols @ilk and sell it to a ereamery, He was
in the dairr bmsiness uetil 1907, and then quit,

The barn which he uzed Tor Aairvine was a rock barn with
walls aver a oot dkiek and baving a bin pecf, This barn has
een nartially remadeled by B1L J, Sarea and io carrently the
nome of Mom (Rosa Mells) and our familw.

“en iarza, Jr. had married on Arril 27, 1947 to B11en
Londen,  ¥Meanwhile, Mom was a stenograrher at the State fnemplor-
mant Commigsion, Petty Zoe was a clerk there, and Fli James was
a student at U, T, Fatty Zos married "W17iam 9, Mootz on Februars
Sy 19T at the are of aichteen, the game are Orandms was wher
she was married.

\fter dairring, Grandra went intoe the broiler rench business

in LI, Fe had six beoiler uildine sthiecs contadnen arprovi-
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mately two thomsand chickens rlus two larrer tiuilding which
contained arprovimatels four thausand ehickens apiece,l” e
was the first man in Austin t9 uge automatic feeders and he
also used convevor belis for claaning the biilding ant. Tt
was called the "Tender meat Broiler Ranch," Eli James worked
at the broilar ranch for his father,until Grandpa sold it in
125L,  #om had married my father, John R. Maymer,Jr. on bay
0, 1953,

In 195h, E1i swned and ran Eli's Far and Taunee and

frandpa was hisn managar. This was pretty mieh Af a rsbirement
for Orandra., However, he sti17 ran from twentv-five the thiptv-

five head of ecattle on his land and be would 5211 off the celves
aach snring.

Grandma and Orandra save to each of theiy cbildren who
wanted it, five acres nf land an the wanch which ther enuld
biild thelr homes an, Three of his daushters, aunt Gerry,
fom, and Aunt thtv, mavad to their five acres with their fam-
lies and Uncle E1i, who 1z 5till a bachelor, remained living
Fith his rarents,

Grandma wes a Cathnlie and Nrandra was a fetbodist, Thev
had raised all their children as Cathnlies, thouph, and Orandoa
became a Cathelic in 1947, A1l their erandehildren, including
mey have baen raised as Cathnlios also, Aftar his ratiremant,
Srandpa mainlw staved at home and took nare of his rattle,

Tre night of Sentembar G, 1964, Trandra diad of 1 brain

Femorrama,  Ha wss buried tun dars Pnter,
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It has besen seven years sice Orandpa died, Grandma

tl ! L Tii is still
3till living in the same house on the ranch, Unels

a bachelor, living with her. Har three daughters' familiss
are still living on the ranch. The property that the broiler

ranch has been on has been bought back by Unele Eli. They are

L3
3 T kS F DO
sonverting the buildings into spartments, Ben Jr. has a =0

fourtesn years old, Ben Garza ITII. And at this time, Orandmaz
nas twenty-one grandchildren and ten great-grandehildren. Ghe

1 Tl o o 1ife
is eighty ona years old now, but hopefully, she will enjoy 1if

‘&

for a long bime yeb.

Deui:h Tukes
Ben Garza

A rosny =eviee will e Leld
Tuesday al 8 pone ot e Cook
Fieeral Tlome for e (50
Srec T lemriine Auslin s
PETY sl apesabor sl e,
Wi clieil Mordhiy nisht at his
rarc b boae on Dradie Lane,

e ser i will be congiuefaed
by dite Rev. Fucene Do, pas
Foor o Aha Tl b of =1 Tirwsand jios
Alavive.

Funseral seowhi e g juetilinee
Piesdav afteroon, (e ik,
el [ Loapgee atibisrinees=] [
Bl s pwapin-nisl that e
el ceatribaing g b ke 140
S Lenaliens Chorely

Ciavgas was binn gl esna i
uslin amd was in 1he CrikeeTy
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andd omeal business in the city

from e oo 1945 wiwn he e
twed 1o his vanch, At one time.
G oWt Sevon nwead mae

kot= B Awstin,

Anrvivers  iedude  his  widow
ul Avstin: four dauvshters, Mra
Fomwaud - Fleming, Abe J, "
Mavoer and Mrs. William ™onts
of Austin and Ara, W, W. La-
Lomde of Houston; twoe  =ony,
Ben Guiza Jr., aml ¥l Garza of
Auslin: two hali-broathers, Frank
Mavtines and  Vincent  Valdes:
twa half-=isters,  Wes, Dennis
Perry of Austin and Mrs. Ralph
Pructt of Culi{ornia; 18 grand
children and  two  mreat-gramd-
children,

Obituary of Ben Garza
La Fuerza, September 8, 1966

Eli James Garza died peacefully on Tuesday, June 7, 2005, at his home in southwest Austin
Texas. An Austin native, Garza was born on March 23, 1926, in Austin to Ben Garza, Sr. and
Rosa Lozano Garza. He attended St Edwards Academy-from 1942 to 1945 and then studied
architecture at the University of Texas. As a child and into early adulthood, he worked
alongside his father and family at Ben Garza's meat markets. Having an entrepreneurial flair,
he embarked on his first business with the opening of Eli's Lounge - now Hut's Hamburgers -
on 5th Street, downtown, from 1854 to 1964, He then went on to manage the Alamo lounge.
In the late 1960's, Garza changed careers and became a building inspector through the
“eteran's Administration. In 1971, Garza launched his own inspection company, Building
Compliance Inspectors, and was joined by longtime friend and business partner, Earl "Mac”
McComis. Garza and McComis were successful and grew their business to serve many
homebuilders throughout the greater Austin area. In 1878, McComis left to start his own firm.
Garza then brought on Truman Leach, who worked with him for nearly 20 years. For the last
15 years, Garza resided on the ranch in southwest Austin that his parents purchased in 1928.
An avid gardener, Garza loved the land and dedicated himself to its care and preservation.
He enjoyed architecture, construction and design, and had an eye for collecting antiques,
especially primitives. He was a lifetime member of the Elks. He was preceded in death by his
parents; sisters, Norine LaLonde, Rosa Nelle Mayner and Betty Zoe Beck; and brother, Ben
Garza, Jr. He is survived by his sister, Geraldine Fleming and many nieces and nephews.
The family would like to express special thanks to the staff at The Heritage, Hill Country Care
Providers and Hospice Austin. Memorial services will take place on Saturday, June 18th at
1:00 p.m., at Cook-Walden/Forest Oaks Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made to Hospice Austin, the American Cancer Society, Sisters of the Holy Cross Ministry with
the Poor Fund or the charity of your choice.

Cook-Walden Forest Oaks Funeral Home

5300 West William Cannen Drive

Austin, TX 78749

{512) 892-1172

Fax: (512) 892-4226

E-mail; cwalden@oi.com

www . cookwalden.com

Obituary of Ben Garza’s son, Eli, who lived on the family ranch in his retirement.
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N P21 SUBJECT TRACT NOTIFICATIONS
m PENDING CASE CASE#: HDP-2016-0401
A e 3712, 3800, 3801 & 4003
L _ . ZONING BOUNDARY BEN GARZA IANE
This product is for informational purpeses and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,

engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries.

1 "= 41 7 ! This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purpose of geographic reference. Mo wamranty is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.



Yaldes Brothers
Buy Garza Market

“"MATozy" Valdea, better known as
“Mozy" Garza, and hian  brother
Vincent Valdes, havae succeedajd Ben
Garza In the ownership and mane.

ags of the Gnrza market at 701
Ensat Sixth atraet,

The Garza mnarket wlll continue
te handla the beat quallty menta
and poultry, It wns stnted.

“Aozy" Valdes has beon ns8D-
cluted wlth the founder of the busl-
nesd, Den Garza, slnee 1907, nearly
20 yvears ago, when the business wna
firat esinblished, Vinecent Valdes,
his younger hraother, joined the firm
soveral yenrs later. nfter hls his
sraduation from Nixon-Clay Busl.
ness college, followlng his comple-
tien of {he local high scheol coursn

Austin Statesman, November 20, 1926
I S B ™ L T TR ™
NEW MANAGEMENT

Having purchased Fleteher's Market 5_
at 115 West Sixth Street, T cordially §
invite your palronage beginning ;

FRIDAY MORNING, APRIL 1

The Mew Name Will Be
BEN GARZA'S MARKET

—and will be ran strietly up-to-date §
in every respect, with only the best @
of meats of all kinds and fresh g
dressed podltey.

L. 8. Inspected Weat,
T shall appreciate your patronago g

and give you the very best servies :1
possible to render.

Phones 8453, 4588
115 West 6th 2t

Ad for Ben Garza’s new west side market
Austin Statesman, April 1, 1927

D.21-19

News article on the acquisition of Ben Garza’s market by the Valdes brothers
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BEN GARZA CASH MARKET

1701 GUADALUPE PHONE 2-1124
WE DELIVER .
PLENTY OF FISH AND OYSTERS
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES OF ALL KINDS

ALLIGATOR PEARS | . .ivionuiaruirsssnnssncinnnsrnsss? for 25
OYSTERS—Loulslang Cultivated ...,uvenrrrrrsagasss«.FPlint 352
Lﬁmn GHQPE lII‘...‘!‘“."'ﬁ‘lIl'l."""“"‘ll‘i‘ll"‘lI'-I'Lhi 23:
LAMB LEG .-nwt-.ttc..tint..n--“.uuti-tnc'-toftt-t-:'-'-l’n 20¢
LAMB BEHOULDER ...vvvampussrsssssninsransrairsn, saleb 'lﬂ:
Lﬁ”a BTEW -ll‘lil,.itttl!i.lll'lil-ttt'l‘ltil.,;l-l-l‘ll‘t'tIltLh ‘E‘
HEN&"'LIT“G and Fat ...sieas, e L T T Each 53¢
FRYERS—Lnrge and Fat .o...etessssssonasannsar, oo Each 5
BEEF ROAST—FoOragUnrtar ..., coeeesnssssstrranasssssetn 102
BEEF HGAET_H}ﬂdﬂ'HIPtﬂF" -.n.-i..n-tu.tl--iun--h--th- 15¢

Ad for the Ben Garza Cash Market (meats)
Austin Statesman, October 16, 1931

BEN GARZA JOINS
VALDES MARKET
alAFE

Ampglatlpn of Benm Gorzn, meat
market man with 27 years of ex.
pericnen in eateting lo the peopla
of Austin, Is minownced by Valiles
Brothers market loeated at 7oL
East Sixth s{reot,

In jolning ihe Valdes Brothers
market, My, Garza returned to.the
place whers he first staried in the
market business here, Elhes WD
foumidend this business back Im 1007
under the name of the Gorzn mars-
ket, Taier, Aezy and Vinesnt
Viahles, prerent operators of the
mearket, nequired ihe (lrm's Inter-
ests and Mr. Corza establisbed an-
olher marke] in A gdiffereny seotion
af the clty.

The Valdes Brothers market 's
one of the largest and most coms
plete im the &0ty Bésldes handling
. eamplete iine of meata nwnd deli-
catearen  products, 0 maintains o
vegetable and  frult  department
which is in eharge of Julles Dun-
ltem. mne of Auvstin's best known
vegetable and frult dealers, Re.
eenlly & line of grocery ilame, par-
tleularly thosa nNesded for plenles,

e

outings aml elmllar cccaslons, wuas
ndded. A line of Jewish breads
n.nﬂ kosher producis alse In ear-
ried,

With the return of cooler weath=
or, Valdes market announces it haw
a seloct line of pork sausage and
other pork produsts as well ns (s
and o¥sters, Any cut of meft—
potk, veal, heef. multon amd lamb
=l aflere! (o the cosioner amd
dressed chicken s featured,

News article relating Ben Garza’s association with the Valdes Market
Austin Statesman, September 22, 1934



