
D.21 - 1 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JUNE 27, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0401 
3712, 3800, 3801, AND 4005 BEN GARZA LANE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish several ca. 1960s and a ca. 1928 house on the former Garza Ranch. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

The ca. 1928 house has lost a great deal of integrity, as it was completely remodeled in the 
1960s.  The other houses on the property are all 1960s-era tract-style houses. 
RESEARCH 

The Garza Ranch was purchased by Ben Garza in the late 1920s.  It was originally a much 
larger tract of land, but has been sold off and subdivided over the years, so that this area is 
the only section of land that remains of the old ranch. 
Ben Garza was a prominent Hispanic merchant in Austin, and had several grocery, meat, 
produce, and fish stores downtown, with early stores on E. 6th Street, Red River Street, and 
later, on Guadalupe Street.  Garza semi-retired from his markets in the late 1920s and 
bought this piece of property.  He raised cattle, dairy cows, and chickens here at various 
times. He fully retired in 1945 to spend time on this ranch.  The other houses on the 
property were built in the 1960s as family members moved onto the ranch, and to provide 
housing for ranch hands.  All of those houses now have had other tenants. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The Garza Ranch is beyond the bounds of any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition permits after completion of a City of Austin Documentation 
Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a 
narrative history of the ranch, for archiving at the Austin History Center.  While staff 
believes that this beautiful piece of property has some historical significance in and of itself, 
none of the buildings on the site relate significantly to the historic period of Ben Garza’s 
tenancy on this ranch.  Staff would encourage the applicant to consider erecting a marker 
on the site commemorating the history of the Garza Ranch. 
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The old farm house on the Ben Garza Ranch – the original house was completely remodeled 
in the early 1960s. 

 
This house on the Ben Garza Ranch was moved in from another location in the early 1960s 
and remodeled.  The following photographs are of other houses and structures on the ranch.  
According to the family, all of the rock work on the ranch was done by tenants or ranch 
hands. 
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Obituary of Ben Garza 

La Fuerza, September 8, 1966 
 

 
Obituary of Ben Garza’s son, Eli, who lived on the family ranch in his retirement. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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News article on the acquisition of Ben Garza’s market by the Valdes brothers 

Austin Statesman, November 20, 1926 
 

 
Ad for Ben Garza’s new west side market 

Austin Statesman, April 1, 1927 
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Ad for the Ben Garza Cash Market (meats) 

Austin Statesman, October 16, 1931 

 
News article relating Ben Garza’s association with the Valdes Market 

Austin Statesman, September 22, 1934 


