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PLANNING COMMISSION
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT
SITE PLAN REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: SPC-2016-0018C

PLANNING COMMISSION DATE: July 12,2016

PROJECT NAME: Republic Square Park Improvement Project
ADDRESS: 422 Guadalupe Street

WATERSHEDS: Lady Bird Lake and Shoal Creek

AREA: 1.75 acres

EXISTING ZONING: P, Public

APPLICANT: City of Austin, PARD
919 W 28 % Street
Austin, Tx 78705

ENGINEER: Axiom Engineering (Alan Rhames P.E.)
13276 Research Blvd.
Austin, Tx 78750
CASE MANAGER: Nikki Hoelter PHONE: 974-2863

E-MAIL: nikki.hoelter@austintexas.gov

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:

The Republic Park improvement project will consist of a 2 phase project construction.
The site is 1.75 acres, of existing public park facility. The park improvements proposed
for the project include construction of the interior sidewalks, sidewalks along all right of
ways to comply with Great Street standards, rain gardens, utilities, and a 985 square foot
concession and restroom building.

The project improvements for Republic Square Park are over an acre and the site is zoned
P-H, public (historic), which requires Planning Commission approval of the conditional
use site plan. [LDC Section 25-2-625(D)(2)].

STAFF RECOMMNEDATION:
Staff recommends approval of the conditional use site plan, it meets all code
requirements. The propose project is not requesting any waivers or variances.
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In addition, staff recommends approval of the improvements due to the enhancements of
the existing park to be better utilized by the public with proposed construction of the
concession and restrooms. Water quality improvements through the use of rain gardens
will be an improvement to existing conditions.

SUMMARY COMMENTS ON SITE PLAN:

The site is located in the Downtown Neighborhood Plan. The park has been under public
ownership since at least 1839, and was depicted as a public square on the original City of
Austin plat.

The park is used on the weekends for a farmers market, as well as a site for numerous
festivals and public events throughout the year. The improvements will allow the park to
be better used by the public to include the restrooms and a concession. Currently no
restrooms exist on site.

Water quality will be provided through several rain gardens, which will also be used in
conjunction as an alternative to on-site detention. Impervious cover will be increased by
5,346 square feet.

There are numerous existing protected and heritage trees on site which will continue to be
maintained and protected.

The proposed project was heard by the Historic Landmark Commission; the commission
approved the Certificate of Appropriateness and recommended approval of the project.

All access to the site will be via pedestrian access from 4™ Street, 5 Street and
Guadalupe Street. No vehicle access is proposed.

NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN: Downtown Neighborhood Plan

BOARD AND COMMISSION ACTIONS:
June 27, 2016 — Historic Landmark Commission
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PROJECT INFORMATION

GROSS SITE AREA 1.75 acres |
EXISTING ZONING P-H, Public, Historic
WATERSHED Lady Bird Lake and Shoal Creek

WATERSHED ORDINANCE Comprehensive Watershed Ordinance(Urban)
TRAFFIC IMPACT ANALYSIS | Not required
CAPITOL VIEW CORRIDOR N/A

PROPOSED ACCESS 4™ St., Guadalupe St. and 5" St. — pedestrian access
Allowed/Required | Existing Proposed

FLOOR-AREA RATIO NA 0 .013:1

BUILDING COVERAGE NA 0. 985 sq.ft./1%

IMPERVIOUS COVERAGE NA 20,516 sq.ft. | 25,863 sq.f1./33%

PARKING 0*

BICYCLE PARKING 0 26*

*Per code section 25-6-591, off street parking is not required within the public (P) zoning district
within the area bounded by Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., IH-35, lady Bird Lake and Lamar Blvd.
A special parking determination was requested and approved by staff, based on previous parks
and amenities; Republic Square Park is intended to serve the downtown Austin area and be
reached by visitors by foot, bicycle and transit. The Park is adjacent to multiple transit stops and
bicycle facilities. To encourage bicycle and transit mobility, 15 bicycle parking spaces are
required per acre.

The special parking determination is provided within the plan set.

SURROUNDING CONDITIONS:

Zoning/ Land Use

West: CBD - Federal Courthouse

North: CBD-CURE-CO - Office building

East: CBD and CBD-CURE — Condominium building

South: CBD - Parking

Page 3
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CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REVIEW AND EVALUATION CRITERIA

The following evaluation is included to provide staff position on each point of the
conditional use permit criteria. Section 25-5-145 of the Land Development Code states: “The
Commission shall determine whether the proposed development or use of a conditional use site
plan complies with the requirements of this section.

A conditional use site plan must:

1.

Comply with the requirements of this title; Staff response: This application complies with
the requirements of this title.

Comply with the objectives and purposes of the zoning district; Staff response: This
application complies with the objectives and purposes of the zoning district.

Have building height, bulk, scale, setback, open space, landscaping, drainage, access,
traffic circulation, and use that are compatible with the use of an abutting site; Staff
response: This application is compatible with the abutting sites as the land use is not
changing.

Provide adequate and convenient off-street parking and loading facilities; Staff
response: Per Section 25-6-591, off street parking is not required within the public (P)
zoning district within the area bounded by Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., IH-35, lady Bird
Lake and Lamar Blvd.

Reasonably protect persons and property from erosion, flood, fire, noises, glare, and
similar adverse effects; Staff response: The development will not provide additional
adverse impact downstream, in addition onsite rain gardens are being provided as an
alternative to onsite detention. The land use will remain consistent with the existing park;
therefore negative impacts will not be generated to surrounding persons or property.

A Conditional Use Site Plan May Not:

1.

More adversely affect an adjoining site than would a permitted use; Staff response:
The site plan will conform to all regulations and standards established by the Land
Development Code. This proposed site plan does not more adversely affect an adjoining site.
A conditional use permit is required because development is over an acre and within the P
zoning district.

Adversely affect the safety or convenience of vehicular or pedestrian circulation,
including reasonably anticipated traffic and uses in the area; Staff response: Access is
limited onto the site by pedestrian traffic. Vehicular parking will be provided on street
adjacent to the site on surrounding roadways.

4 of 9
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3. Adversely affects an adjacent property or traffic control through the location,
lighting, or type of signs; Staff response: No signage or lighting is proposed that would
affect adjacent properties or traffic control.
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IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT

AUSTIN PARKS FOUNDATION
AUSTIN, TEXAS

REPUBLIC SQUARE PARK
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