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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JULY 25, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0452 
3904 PETE’S PATH 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1950 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, wing-and-gable plan, frame house with minimal traditional styling; partial-
width, shed-roofed independent porch on metal supports; single and paired 1:1 fenestration, 
with a tri-partite picture window in the wing section of the façade. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1950 by Frank Rundell, a prominent Austin homebuilder, whose 
main work was in South Austin in the Zilker neighborhood.  The first owners and occupants 
were Austin Graydon Taylor, and his wife, Margene Taylor.  Austin Graydon Taylor was 
raised at Pond Spring, just over the county line in Williamson County.  His father was a 
carpenter, and Austin Graydon Taylor became a fireman.  He died unexpectedly in an 
automobile accident in 1961.  Margene Taylor continued to live in this house until very 
recently.  Margene Taylor was a secretary for the Texas Brewers Institute for many years, 
and devoted her later years to volunteering at an elementary school. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, as this is a good example of post-World War 
II minimal traditional residential design, but release the permit upon completion of a City 
of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History 
Center.  The house has neither the architectural nor the historical significance to warrant 
individual designation as a historic landmark, but would be contributing to any potential 
historic district in this neighborhood. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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3904 Pete’s Path 
ca. 1950 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
3904 Pete’s Path 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
July, 2016 
 
1992  Mrs. Austin G. Taylor, owner 

Retired 
 
1985-86 Mrs. Austin G. Taylor, owner 
  Retired 
 
1981  Mrs. Austin G. Taylor, owner 
  Retired 
 
1977  Margene Taylor, owner 
  Widow, Austin G. Taylor 

Retired 
 
1973  Margene Taylor, owner 
  Widow, Austin G. Taylor 

Office secretary, Texas Brewers Institute, 210 Vaughn Building, 807 Brazos 
Street. 

 
1968  Margene Taylor, owner 
  Widow, Austin G. Taylor 
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Office secretary, Texas Brewers Institute, 210 Vaughn Building, 807 Brazos 
Street. 

 
1965  Margene Taylor, owner 
  Widow, Austin G. Taylor 

Office secretary, Texas Brewers Institute, 505 Perry-Brooks Building 121 E. 8th 
Street. 

 
1962  Margene Taylor, owner 
  Widow, Austin G. Taylor 

Office secretary, Texas Brewers Institute, 505 Perry-Brooks Building, 121 E. 8th 
Street. 

 
1959  Austin G. and Margene Taylor, owners 
  City firefighter 
 
1955  Austin G. and Margene Taylor, owners 
  City firefighter 
 
1952  Austin G. and Margene Taylor, owners 
  City firefighter 

 
1949  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Austin G. and Margene Taylor are listed at 1514 W. 31st Street; he was a 
city firefighter. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Austin G. and Margene Taylor (ca. 1950 -  
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Austin G. Taylor as the 14-year old son of C.P. and E.E. Taylor, 
who lived at Pond Spring in Williamson County, Texas.  Austin G. Taylor had been born in 
Texas and had no occupation listed.  His father, C.P. Taylor, was 46, had been born in Texas, 
and was a house carpenter.  The Taylors rented their home.  Austin G. Taylor was the 2nd oldest 
of the couple’s 7 children. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Austin and Margene Taylor as the owners of the house at 2007 
Hopi Trail in Austin, a house that was worth $6,000.  Austin Taylor was 34, had been born in 
Texas, and was a fireman with the City Fire Department.  Margene Taylor was 28, had been 
born in Texas, and was a secretary at an insurance company.  The couple had two of 
Margene’s sisters living with them: Avis Henry, 26, who had been born in Texas and was a 
secretary at the Brewers’ Association; and Zetta Lee Henry, 24, who had been born in Texas, 
and was a secretary at the State Insurance Commission. 
 
According to his 1961 death certificate, Austin Graydon Taylor was born in 1905 in Pond 
Springs, Texas.  He was a fireman for the City of Austin, and was living in this house at the time 
of his death from an automobile accident. 
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News story on the automobile accident that killed Austin G. Taylor 

Austin American, February 16, 1961 
 

 
Funeral notice for Austin G. Taylor 

Austin American, February 17, 1961 
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Obituary of Margene Taylor 

Austin American-Statesman, March 13, 2008 
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Building permit to Allen R. Rundell fof the construction of this house by contractor Frank Rundell 

(1950) 
 

 
Water service permit for this address by Frank Rundell (1950) 
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Sewer connection permit for this house by Frank Rundell (1950) 

 

 
Building permit to Austin G. Taylor [sic] to construct a frame addition built by Frank Rundell 

(1956) 
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