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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JULY 25, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0454 
86 CHALMERS AVENUE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1950 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a central, partial-width shed-
roofed entry hood on ornamental iron posts; single and paired 1:1 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1950 by Duncan D. Heath, who lived next door at 84 Chalmers 
Avenue.  Duncan’s son, Duncan D. Heath, Jr., and his wife, Frankie, were the first owners 
and occupants of the house and lived here until around 1954.  Duncan D. Heath, Jr. was an 
electrician for Fox-Schmidt.  The house was then sold to Elmer T. and Minnie Williams, sho 
lived here until around 1960.  Elmer Williams was a mechanic for the telephone company.  
The house then became a rental property, with tenants including a mail carrier in the early 
1960s.  In the mid-1970s, the house was rented then eventually purchased by Pete and 
Sarah Pecina, who lived here until recently.  Pete Pecina worked at several liquor stores in 
town. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit.  The house has neither the architectural nor the historical significance 
to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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86 Chalmers Avenue 
ca. 1950 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
86 Chalmers Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
July, 2016 
 
1992  Pete and Sarah Pecina, owners 
  Employed by Riverside Liquors, 2023 E. Riverside Drive. 
 
1985-86 Pete and Sarah Pecina, owners 
  Manager, Ward’s Liquors, 1103 N. Interregional Highway. 
  Also listed is Pete Pecina, Jr., no occupation shown. 
 
1981  Pete and Sarah Pecina, owners 
  Manager, Ward’s Liquors, 1103 N., Interregional Highway. 
 
1977  Pete and Sarah Pecina, renters 
  Employed at a liquor store 
 
1973  Vacant 
  NOTE:  Pete and Sarah Pecina are not listed in the directory. 
 
1968  Sarah Muniz, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1965  Vacant 
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1962  Larry and Betty L. Dodson, renters 
  Mail carrier, U.S. Post Office 
 
1959  Elmer T. and Minnie Williams, owners 

Hoseman, Telephone Company plant 
 
1955  Elmer T. and Minnie Williams, owners 

Mechanic, Telephone Company plant 
 
1952  Duncan D., Jr. and Frankie Heath, owners 

Electrician, Fox-Schmidt, plumbing, heating, and electrical contractors, 412 W. 5th 
Street. 
NOTE:  Elmer and Minnie Williams are listed at 2203 Canterbury Street; he was 
a maintenance man. 

 
1949  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Duncan D., Jr. and Frankie Heath are listed at Duncan D. Heath, Sr.’s 
house at 84 Chalmers Avenue.  Duncan, Jr. was an electrician with Fox-Schmidt. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Duncan D., Jr. and Frankie Heath (ca. 1950 – ca. 1954) 
Duncan Heath, Jr. appears in the 1940 U.S. Census as the 16-year old son of Duncan and 
Ethel Heath, who lived at 84 Chalmers Avenue.  Duncan Heath, Jr. was born in Texas and had 
no occupation listed.  His father, Duncan Heath, was 50, had been born in Texas, and was a 
tractor driver for the County; his mother, Ethel Heath, was 48, had been born in Texas and had 
no occupation listed. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows the Heath family in Yoakum County, Texas, where Duncan Heath 
was a 39-year old farmer.  Ethel Heath had no occupation listed.  The couple had 2 sons: 
Franklin, 15; and Duncan, Jr., 7.  Neither had an occupation shown. 
 
 
Duncan D. Heath, Jr. and Frankie Heath were married in 1942 and divorced in 1984 in Hays 
County, Texas. 
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Obituary of Duncan D. Heath, Jr. 

Austin American-Statesman, August 14, 1997 
 
 
 

Elmer T. and Minnie Williams (ca. 1954 – ca. 1960) 
Elmer and Minnie Williams appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of the house at 1710 
Holly Street, which was worth $1,300.  Elmer Williams was 40, had been born in Texas, and 
was an auto mechanic.  Minnie Williams was 37, had been born in Texas, and had no 
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occupation listed.  They had a daughter, Peggy, 2.  With them lived Minnie’s sister, Velma 
Crawford, 27, a housekeeper for a private family; she had lived in rural Burnet County, Texas in 
1935. 
 
 

 
Building permit to Duncan Heath for the construction of this house (1950) 

 

 
Water service permit to Duncan D. Heath for this address (1950) 
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Sewer connection application by Duncan D. Heath for this address (1950) 

 
 


