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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

AUGUST 22, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0508 
1203 COMETA STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1957 duplex. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled brick-veneered concrete block duplex; all windows 
and doors, as well as an apparent entry hood have been removed. 
RESEARCH 

The duplex was built by Dr. P.J. Paris as an investment property.  The first owners of the 
house were Francis and Vivian Minter, who lived here until their deaths.  Francis Minter 
was a laborer for Modern Supply, a welding business, later became an attendant at 
Brackenridge Hospital, and finally a painter for the Austin Housing Department.  Vivian 
Minter was a maid at Brackenridge Hospital.  Listed as tenants in city directories of the 
early to mid-1960s were Clarence and Tommie Bedford.  Clarence Bedford was a driver for 
American National Bank; Tommie Bedford was a trainee at Tracor.  They do not appear at 
this address after the city directory of 1965. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit.  The house has been vandalized with the removal of doors and 
windows, and does not have the necessary historical or architectural significance to 
warrant designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1203 Cometa Street 
ca. 1957 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1203 Cometa Street 

 
From City Directories, Austin History Center 
Prepared by the City Historic Preservation Office 
August, 2016 
 
1992  Francis and Vivian Minter, owners 
  Painter, Austin Housing Department 
 
1985-85 Francis and Vivian Minter, owners 
  Painter, Austin Housing Department 
 
1981  Francis and Vivian Minter, owners 
  Painter, Austin Housing Department 
 
1977  Francis and Vivian Minter, owners 
  Painter 
 
1973  Francis and Vivian Minter, owners 
  Painter 
 
1968  Francis and Vivian Minter, owners 
  Driver, Pearce Junior High School 
 
1965  Francis and Vivian Minter, owners 
  Francis: Attendant, Brackenridge Hospital 
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  Vivian:  Maid, Brackenridge Hospital 
 
  Clarence and Tommie Bedford, renters 
  Clarence: Repairman, Western Auto Supply (multiple locations) 
  Tommie: Trainee, Tracor 
 
1962  Francis and Vivian Minter, owners 

Francis: Helper, Modern Supply Company, welding, 316 N. Lamar 
Boulevard. 

  Vivian:  Maid, Brackenridge Hospital 
 
  Clarence and Tommie Bedford, renters 
  Driver, American National Bank, 117 W. 6th Street. 
 
1960  Francis and Vivian Minter, owners 
  Laborer, Modern Welding Supply Company, 316 N. Lamar Boulevard. 
 
  Clarence and Tommie Bedford, renters 
  Driver, American National Bank, 117 W. 6th Street. 
 
1959  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Neither Francis and Vivian Minter nor Clarence and Tommie Bedford are 
listed in the directory. 
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Obituary of Vivian Minter 

Austin American-Statesman, November 10, 2002 
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Death notice for Francis Minter 

Austin American-Statesman, June 16, 2007 
No other obituary was found in later newspapers. 

 
 
 

 
Building permit to Dr. P.J. Paris for the construction of the duplex (1957) 

 

 
Water service permit to Dr. P.J. Paris for this address (1957) 
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Separate water service permit for the apartment in the duplex (1958) 

 

 
Sewer service permit to Francis Minter for this address (1965) 

 


