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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

AUGUST 22, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0523 
4005 BALCONES DRIVE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1953 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, wing-and-gable plan, frame house with a partial-width, shed-roofed, 
independent porch; exterior stone chimney; integral garage.  It appears that many of the 
windows in the house have been recently replaced. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built around 1953 by Joe and Eleanore Rude, who lived here for the rest of 
their lives.  Joe Rude was the chief radiologist at Brackenridge Hospital.  He studied at 
UTMB in Galveston and served as a radiologist for Bergstrom Air Force Base and the 
Austin State Hospital.  Eleanore Rude was born in Germany but grew up in New York City, 
where she worked in the radiology department of a hospital – that is where she met and 
married Joe Rude.  The family moved to Austin in 1953. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, but release the permit upon completion of a 
City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History 
Center.  
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LOCATION MAP 
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4005 Balcones Drive 
ca. 1953 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
4005 Balcones Drive 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
July, 2016 
 
1992  Elenore W. Rude, owner 
  Retired 
 
  Robert J. Buell, renter 
  Student 
 
1985-86 Mrs. Joe C. Rude, renter 
  Retired 
 
1981  Elenore W. Rude, owner 
  Retired 
 
1977  Elenore W. Rude, owner 
  Widow, Joe C. Rude 

No occupation listed 
 
1973  Joe C. and Elenore Rude, owners 

Physician, Brackenridge Hospital 
 
1968  Joe C. and Elenore Rude, owners 

Physician, Brackenridge Hospital 
 
1965  Joe C. and Elenore Rude, owners 
  Radiologist, Brackenridge Hospital 
  Also listed is Joe C. Rude, III, a student. 
 
1962  Joe C. and Elenore Rude, owners 
  Radiologist, Brackenridge Hospital 
 
1959  Joe C. and Elenore Rude, owners 
  Radiologist, Brackenridge Hospital 

Also listed are Elizabeth C. Rude and Franklin J. Rude; neither had an 
occupation shown. 

 
1955  Joe C. and Elenore Rude, owners 

Physician, Brackenridge Hospital 
Also listed is Elenora J. Rude, a student. 

 
1954  Joe C. and Eleanore Rude, owners 
  Radiologist 
 
1953  The street is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Joe C. and Eleanor Rude are listed at 1300 San Antonio Street; he was 
a radiologist at Brackenridge Hospital. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
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The 1930 U.S. Census shows Joseph C. (Joe) Rude as the 24-year old son of Joseph C. and 
Ella Rude of Jester, Greer County, Oklahoma.  Joseph C. Rude was born in Oklahoma and had 
no occupation listed.  His father, Joseph C. Rude, 67, hd been born in Texas and was a farmer 
who owned his own farm.  Joe had an older brother, Isaac, 28, who had been born in Oklahoma 
and worked on the family farm. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Joe C. Rude as a patient at the John Sealy Hospital in Galveston, 
Texas.  He was 35, had been born in Oklahoma, and was a doctor in private practice.  He had 
lived in Dallas, Texas in 1935. 
 
Joe C. Rude ‘s 1974 death certificate shows that he was born in 1905 in Granite, Oklahoma, 
and was a radiologist.  He was living at this house at the time of his death. 
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News story on the death of Joe Rude 

Austin American-Statesman, September 9, 1974 
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Obituary of Joe Rude 

Austin American-Statesman, September 9, 1974 
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Obituary of Eleonore Rude 

Austin American-Statesman, December 7, 2007 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Water service permit to Elenore Rude (1953) 
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Sanitary sewer service permit for this address (1955) 

 
 

 


