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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
AUGUST 22, 2016
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2016-0513
1806 TREADWELL STREET

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1955 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, rectangular-plan, flat-roofed brick-veneered house with multi-light, metal-
framed casement windows.

RESEARCH

There is no building permit for this house, but utility permits indicate that noted local
builder A.D. Stenger had a hand in the construction of this house. This is not the typical
Stenger design, which was much more in keeping with the ideals of the mid-century
Modern architectural movement, but there is no concrete evidence that Stenger did or did
not design and build this house, since there is no building permit and no other record that
indicates his level of involvement with the project.

The first owner of the house was Joseph J. Serafin, who is also noted on the utility records
with Stenger. Serafin and his wife, Billie, came from Erie, Pennsylvania, where he worked
as a clerk for General Electric. In Austin, he is listed as a supervisor for the City. The
Serafins lived here until around 1957, and James S. and Bethel F. Henderson purchased
the house. They owned it until the sale to the current owners. James S. Henderson was a
salesman, then he and Bethel established the Texas Textile Maintenance Reporter
(apparently from the house). Around 1980, after James death, Bethel Henderson had
Henderson & Henderson, a publishing firm.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is not listed in any City survey to date.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, but release the permit upon completion of a
City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History
Center. The house, even if not a Stenger design, represents some elements of mid-century
Modern design, and is one of several mid-century Modern houses in this neighborhood,
which i1s a little north and west of the heart of the neighborhood that Stenger designed
(Airole Way and Arthur Street, off Rundell Place). However, it does not appear to meet the
standards for individual designation as a historic landmark.
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1806 Treadwell Street
ca. 1955

TIER

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1806 Treadwell Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office

July, 2016

1992 Bethel F. Henderson, owner
Proprietor, Henderson & Henderson (no listing in the alphabetical section of the
directory).

1985-86 Bethel F. Henderson, owner
Proprietor, Henderson & Henderson (no listing in the alphabetical section of the
directory).

1981 Bethel F. Henderson, owner
Proprietor, Henderson & Henderson (no listing in the alphabetical section of the
directory).

1977 Bethel F. Henderson, owner
Proprietor, Textile Maintenance Reporter (no listing in the alphabetical section of
the directory).

1973 James S. and Bethel F. Henderson, owners

Proprietor, Henderson & Henderson (no listing in the alphabetical section of the
directory).
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1968 James S. and Bethel F. Henderson, owners
Proprietors, Texas Textile Maintenance Reporter (no listing in the alphabetical
section of the directory).

1965 James S. and Bethel F. Henderson, owners
Proprietors, Texas Textile Maintenance Reporter (no listing in the alphabetical
section of the directory).

1962 James S. and Bethel F. Henderson, owners
Proprietors, Texas Textile Maintenance Reporter (no listing in the alphabetical
section of the directory).

1959 James S. and Bethel F. Henderson, owners
Proprietors, Texas Textile Maintenance Reporter (no listing in the alphabetical
section of the directory).

1958 James S. and Bethel F. Henderson, owners
Salesman
1957 Joseph J. and Billie F. Serafin, owners

Supervisor, City of Austin
NOTE: James S. and Bethel F. Henderson are not listed in the directory.

1955 Billie Serafin, owner
Business machine operator, Department of State
NOTE: Joseph J. Serafin is not listed in the directory.

1954 Albert R. and Marcella Reed, owners
Field auditor, State Education Agency
NOTE: Neither Joseph J. nor Billie Serafin are listed in the directory. They do
appear in the 1954 city directory for Erie, Pennsylvania, where Joseph Serafin
was a clerk at General Electric.

NOTE: The house was built in 1955, and replaced an older house on the site.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:

James S. and Bethel Henderson (ca. 1956 - )

According to his 1975 death certificate, James Shelby Henderson was living in this house at the
time of his death. He was born in 1883 in lllinois and was a sales executive for the Butler
Manufacturing Company.

The 1940 U.S. Census shows James S. Henderson as the owner of a house in Kansas City,
Missouri. He was 56, had been born in lllinois, and was a sales manager for Butler
Manufacturing Company. His wife’s name was Lillian, 51, who had been born in Missouri and
had no occupation listed. Lillian had a daughter, Lora G. Henderson, 30, who had been born in
Missouri and had no occupation listed.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows James S. and Lillian B. Henderson as the renters of a house in
Kansas City, Missouri, where James S. Henderson was a salesman. Lillian B. Henderson had
no occupation listed. Her daughter, Lora, when by the last name of Montgomery, and had no
occupation listed.



« HENDERSON, James §., 92,
1806 Treadwell, died Tuesday.
Services 10 am. Fnday at
‘Wilke-Clay Funeral Home.

ourvivers: wife, . Bethel  lax -

-Henderson of Austin;
‘daughter, Helen Thomas of
-Boulder, Colo.; stepdaughter,
‘Laura Montgomery of Los
-Angeles, Calif.; sons, James
.Russel Henderson of
:Portland, Ore, Lloyd
-Henderson of Overland Park,
“ha"‘ . sisters, Jo, Hall of
fPueblo Colo., Sallie Martz of
sSarasota, Fla., Ruth Bellman
sof EI Monte, Calif.; eight
igrandchildren: 11
*great- grandchildren: and
iseveml nephews and nieces.

Obituary of James S. Henderson
Austin American-Statesman, March 6, 1975
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Receipt Nogj?ﬂ‘h( A%Iiz;gﬁ} for Sewer Connection Nﬂs?ﬁy—#

- | Austin, Texaé_'..' =2 7 1955

To t niendent of Sanitary Sewer Division, City of Austin, Texas.

Sir:—

/h Cﬁ!’ e application f se%i:z:tlon and 11%:1 I}:rV

e *' ______ Street
further desc ged a.s !5 ... Block_Coe.__Outlot Divisi
subdivisi /% le which is to be used as 521.-_..__-__

In this place tbere are to be installed”. 0 _fixtures, Plumbing Permit No. \\<.~ '*\ s
I agree to pay the City of Austin, the regular ordinance charge. ‘? f;_ 5
Fa &/

Depth at Prap Lmes?— Reqpectﬂ:llly. ﬁf Lot A
Connecte } f/ e = |
Connected 3 5 ‘A/ L(' e ey

atlon) “
Date ( = 29 ll/

NOTE': Connection Instruction.

e D2 S, el i /9395?

Sewer connection application by A.D. Stenger and J.J. Serafin for this house (1955)
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C!/ oo ‘ -Austin, Texas ,
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. _ . Size of Tap Made /x”.ﬁ/: den Mg__*_.;__,_-_s‘ _ . R EEEEE N
Size Service Made. @ . Pl- é}‘ :
Size Main Tapped ' ; i
From Front Prop. Line to Curb Cock.... - FAN
_ From Prop. Line to Curb Cock.... }:‘
-~ - Location- of Meter: i a - ‘ P
- - TypeofBM , g B g B i i— §°
Depth-of Main in St - g,ﬂ. f g é :g § E': % = o g zo Z
Depth-6f Service Line... 2. £ U‘:‘ngcﬁg”gé sg‘gg;-s?g:sg%g
" From Curb™Cock to Tap on Main.... A/ " 48 .-!
| Ok gNDRRED SRS 78 | S

Water service permlt to A.D. Stenger for thls house (1955)
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August 4, 2016
To: Steve Sadowsky, Historic Preservation Officer, City of Austin

From: Liza Shapiro and John Allison, Homeowners
1806 Treadwell 5t.
Re: Application for Demolition permit 2016-083505 PR. (1806 Treadwell St.)

Dear Mr. Sadowsky:

Below is information pertinent to the demolition application for 1806 Treadwell St, specifically, to the
issue that has been raised that AD Stenger might have designed it. Thank you for taking it into
consideration.

1806 Treadwell St. does not have the signature look of a Stenger house (no stone, no fireplace, no
exposed beams, etc). Below we provide some additional background information pointing to the
unlikelihood that AD Stenger was the architect for 1806 Treadwell 5t.

Below are two classified ads from 1955-1956 (Austin American Statesman) that prominently displayed
Stenger’s name as architect, plus a newspaper article discussing two architectural awards he received,
one in March 1957 and one in May 1957.

Around that same time, in April 1957, a classified ad for 1806 Treadwell appeared (see below), with no
mention of Stenger. Stenger thus was clearly a well known, award winning architect one month before,
as well as one month after, the ad appeared for 1806 Treadwell. Since his name is not advertised in
association with 1806 Treadwell, it appears unlikely that Stenger designed it, or at at least unlikely that
the house was representative of Stenger’s iconic architectural style. We hope this information is useful
in clarifying the historical issues surrounding our house. Thank you.

Attached are the classified ads and the 1957 article (larger versions are attached as separate pdfs).



Austin Amer Statesman Aug 21, 1955

2000 Dexter — lists Stenger as architect

We Know You Will Be Pleased .

With one of our fine, well.planned, quelity constructed
homes, See this choice home todoy in South Lund Park,

Treg T dene @ O Meansroeion Build or
® FReal fireplace, . : : .
© DlE T, Rl s in in Ridgewood Village
5 1008 YOIk veat
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A. Do STENGER Davalapar
2000 Dexter Open. House Phone B-B921

Austin Amer statesman
Jan 8, 1956

1112 Bluebonnet — lists Stenger as architect

SOUTH LUND PARK
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214 BATHS
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May 1957 —note this article is dated one month after the ad (Aprill 1957) for our house. The article also
mentions that in March of 1957 {one month before the ad for our house) he won the Austin Home
Builder's Assn award for home of the month (in Ridgewood Village). So Stenger was a well known, award
winning architect one month before, as well as one month after, the ad appeared for 1806 Treadwell.
Since his name is not advertised in association with 1806 Treadwell, it appears unlikely that he designed
it.

T he American-$atesman it REAL ESTATE o BUILDING NEWS

REALTY TRENDS # IMPROVEMENTS FACE D-9 NEW DWELLINGS ®» HOME NEEDS » CLASSIFIED DISFLAY

Stenger Home
Wins May Prize

-

e e

US Capitol's
Architeet Is
AIA Speaker

Ad for 1806 Treadwell, from Austin American Statesman April 7, 1957- No mention of Stenger

OPEN HOUSE |
SUNDAY b
2.6 P.M. !

1806 TREADWELL |
(South Lund Park) |
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