Dear City Officials,

I represent the Home Owners Association for The Shore Condominium Association, INC (Shore HOA)
located at 603 Davis Street in the Rainey Neighborhood, District 9. We are writing to you to express our
opposition to the removal of the restrictive covenant (see case number above) that’s been in place for
nearly thirty years on the site of the Town Lake Villas Townhomes (Villas.)

The owners of the Villas are seeking to have that covenant removed in order to proceed with a sale of
the property to the Sutton Development Company. Sutton has informed us that they intend to proceed
with the construction of TWO 48+ story mixed use towers on the site. If the covenant is not removed,
they’ve said they will proceed with multiple office towers and a possible hotel on the site which do not
require any changes to the restrictive covenant.

The Shore HOA does not oppose development, in general. However, this specific proposal combined
with the removal of the covenant is not in the best interests of our owners or the citizens of Austin for
several reasons:

1. Austin rightfully takes great pride in its river, the area surrounding the river and the preservation of
green space in the downtown area. As they exist today, the Villas do not adversely impact any of these
interests. However, the construction of such massive buildings as proposed by Sutton, at the confluence
of Lady Bird Lake and Waller Creek, would permanently and irreparably harm this area of Austin.

The proposed tower(s) would destroy the views of Austin enjoyed by many residents and visitors,
whether biking/hiking the Town Lake Trail or paddling on the river. It would block sunlight from adjacent
properties and pool decks. It would lead to the removal of many trees and native plants that serve as
homes to osprey, egrets, tanagers, cardinals, finch, chimney swifts and other species.

The Rainey Neighborhood has grown in popularity due to the uniqueness of its location, structures and
mix of entertainment many of which are located in low rise homes similar to the Villas. If it is to become
nothing more than a concrete canyon, the charm will be lost and visitors may go elsewhere.

Furthermore, the City has never authorized such a massive development on the edge of the river with
virtually no set-back. If the proposal goes forward, it could establish a harmful precedent as it relates to
future development along the riverfront.

2. The Rainey Neighborhood is accessed by only two streets with Red River being the most important.
The other access is via Holly Street. As the neighborhood has grown, road congestion has become a
serious problem, as it is in much of Austin. On busy weekend nights, it can take nearly half an hour to
travel from Cesar Chavez to the Shore Condo, which is a distance of only three blocks.

While traffic congestion is frustrating to everyone, it's a serious safety concern for the Shore Condo
residents and others in the Rainey neighborhood. In the event of a fire or medical emergency, seconds
may mean the difference between life and death. It's frightening to think of what could happen while
first responders are prevented from reaching their destination. With the narrow roads in the
neighborhood, lights and sirens won’t help emergency vehicles get through the traffic snarl. The
addition of the development proposed by Sutton will only exacerbate an already untenable

situation. We know you have been working to address this very issue and this pending development
does nothing to help. The congestion and traffic issues are well documented by the Rainey Neighbors
Association close work with Kathy Tovo.

3. Development should be part of a comprehensive plan. The Rainey Neighborhood currently combines
a mix of residential properties that range from low-rise structures like the Villas and Millennium, to



moderate high-rises like the Sky House and Shore. But none of these properties infringe on one another.
Rather they work in conjunction to maximize access to sunlight and views. The addition of properties
proposed by Sutton would destroy that harmony and be out of balance with the rest of the
neighborhood.

None of Austin’s largest high-rises, such as the Austonian, Ashton, W, or Four Seasons residence were
constructed on the banks of the river. But that’s exactly what will occur if the restrictive covenant on the
Villas property is removed. The Imagine Austin Plan as well as the Waller Creek District of the
Downtown Austin Plan states goals of diversity, creativity and affordability by providing a mix of uses
however building another high rise premium priced condominium in a congested area that already
contains 3 such structures accomplishes none of these goals.

For the above stated reasons, the Shore HOA respectfully requests Planning and Zoning oppose the
removal of the restrictive covenant currently in place on the Town Lake Villas property.

We appreciate your time and support in this matter,

Best Regards

Landon Turner, General Manager
Somerset Association Management
The Shore

603 Davis Street
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Rhoades, Wendx

From: Katie Fillmore < ioiillsssr@yningm:

Sent: Thursday, September 08, 2016 12:57 PM

To: Rhoades, Wendy

Subject: Plans for the Villas site

Attachments: IMG_1186.JPG; ATT00001.txt; IMG_1188.JPG; ATT00002.txt; FullSizeRender.jpg;

ATT00003.txt; imagel.JPG; ATT00004.txt

Ms. Rhoades,

Per our phone conversation, I'm sending pictures of the plans for the Villas redevelopment. The blue area is what the
Sutton Company plans to build on the Villas site, and the green area is what The Sutton Company plans for the other
sites it owns along Waller Creek.

As | mentioned on the phone, the plans misrepresent the roadways. In the third picture | used a sticky note to point out
that what they labeled as "Red River Street” is actually a private drive owned by the Shore and Hotel Van Zandt. It is not
large enough to accommodate traffic currently, much less when they are building and have built a high rise with around
1000 additional units.
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Written comments must be submitted to the board or commission (or the
contact person listed on the notice) before or at a public hearing. Your
comuments should include the board or commission’s name, the scheduled
date of the public hearing, and the Case Number and the contact person
listed on the notice.

Case Number: C14-79-065(RCT)

Contact: Wendy Rhoades, 512-974-7719

Public Hearing: Jul 26, 2016, Planning Commission
Aug 11, 2016, City Council

Johet Cuwtrs

Your Name (please print) ' OJ I am in favor

N (&1 object
G033 Dpvis

Your addre{s( es) affected by this application

(k. M 7//7,/é

. Signature ' Date

Daytime Telephone:__ 330 (-5 ¢ 8%¢
Comiments: _MMQ_M by ctlswsel

WWW@L%&M
/dm@ha},ww wittd Loy e
loeeer P Ky 2ioe . 0«.2. 3‘4’”“%‘&‘127
Mwwwyhzww

If you use this form to comment, it may be returned to:
City of Austin

Planning & Zoning Department

Wendy Rhoades

P. O. Box 1088

Austin, TX 78767-8810



Written comments must be submitted to the board or commission (or the
contact person listed on the notice) before or at a public hearing. Your
comments should include the board or commission’s name, the scheduled
date of the public hearing, and the Case Numbar and the contact person
listed on the notice.

N T —
|
|

Case Number: C13-79-065(RCT)

Contact: Wendy Rhoades, 512-974-7719

Public Hearing: Jul 26, 2016, Planning Commission
Aug 11, 2016, City Council

Robent hpylypsg i 2 -

Your Name (please pring) (J I'am in favor
object

603 Mg b # 200

Yoz/adt ess(es) aﬂected%y is application
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. 1
Signature Date
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Comments;: Not sustawalals .| hore sepvs "}Vlﬂﬁf,r\

414 [ l/d N ,9C. '{" {ar \Nave ’2
‘mm Aoy N A Iq/‘v 2 W Ay
lpubyT Wike £ kéna. [+ Kane, G o, andam mzip
JL‘]&:Q# N)a N A&\ ' ; ll & oy (€, S

a@
_L./ ’_{ (] 4 (a4 bAD &

’ h ol -i'L ‘ ‘
onT 4] hastnl enrhlbe)y (liceabay e, 1l #
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If you use this form to comment, it may be returned to: b : ;

1ty of Austin
Planning & Zoning Department (”4”4
Wendy Rhoades dﬁd}l ‘AS

’ P. 0. Box 1088

Austin, TX 787678810 / kedp Pustin (iuzlie.!




Written comments must be submitted to the board or commission (or the
contact person listed on the notice) before or at a public hearing. Your
comments should include the board or commission’s name, the scheduled
date of the public hearing, and the Case Number and the contact person
listed on the notice.

Case Number: C14-79-065(RCT)
Contact: Wendy Rhoades, 512-974-7719

Public Hearing: Jul 26, 2016, Planning Commission
Aug 11, 2016, City Council

Tacwiinpel S Awxia .
Your Name (please print) J I'am in faver
(< I object

240% \DECToNER YN, Aueting
Your address(es) affected by this application T 13703

£S5 Aaka ui K12
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Daytime Telephone:_ A 4o 8y - Y4 R LY
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If you use this form to comment, it may be returned to:
City of Austin

Planning & Zoning Department

Wendy Rhoades

P. O. Box 1088

Austin, TX 78767-8810
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