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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
SEPTEMBER 26, 2016
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS - DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION
NRD-2016-0063
2516 HARRIS BOULEVARD
OLD WEST AUSTIN
PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1935 house and construct a new house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, wing-and-gable plan brick-veneered frame house with a partial-width shed-
roofed independent porch on plain square wood posts; single Colonial Revival-styled 6:6
fenestration with shutters; ornamental round attic vent in the tympanum of the front-
facing gable, and exterior brick chimney on the right side of the principal block with
decorative corbelling.

RESEARCH

The house was built around 1935 by a local real estate development firm. Sam and Bess
Lichenstein purchased the house shortly after its construction, and lived here until around
1965. Sam Lichenstein was a native of Poland, and was the manager and proprietor of the
Betty Lee Shoe Shoppe on Congress Avenue at 9t Street. Bess Lichenstein was born in
Dallas to Polish-born parents and was very active in Jewish and other civic organizations in
Austin, including the sisterhood of Beth Israel Synagogue, Hadassah, and the Women’s
Club of Austin.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date, but is contributing to the Old
West Austin National Register Historic District.

PROPOSED NEW CONSTRUCTION

The applicant proposes the construction of a two-story house. the proposed house will be
side-gabled with one-story wings off the main block in a new-Colonial Revival style. The
exterior materials will be brick with stucco on the one-story wing, and a metal roof. The
attached garage will have hardi-plank siding. The proposed house will have a symmetrical
configuration, with a central entry under a metal canopy. Fenestration will be framed in
aluminum.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

While staff rues the demolition of the existing house, which staff believes has some
historical significance for its associations with Sam and Bess Lichenstein, staff does not
believe that the house presents a strong case for landmark designation. The proposed
house comports with the general design principles for new construction in historic districts
in its style, scale, materials, and fenestration patterns, so staff must recommend release of
the demolition and building permits upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation
Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a
narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.
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N SUBJECT TRACT NOTIFICATIONS
CASE#: NRD-2016-0063
PEMDING CASE
_m LOCATION: 2516 Harris Blvd.

L . . ZONING BOUNDARY

This product s Tor Informational pWposes and may not have been prepared for of be SwWiakie for legal,
enginzesing, or sunveying purposss. [t does not represent an on-the-ground sunvey and reprasents anly the
aporoaimaie resative Keation of property boundaries.

1"=154" This product has besn produced by CTH for the sole purpase of geographis refsrence. No warranty |s made
by the City of Austin regarding specific: accuracy of completensss.
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2516 Harris Boulevard
ca. 1935
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
2516 Harris Boulevard

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office

August, 2016

1992

1985-86

1981

1977

1973

1968

Joseph and Mavis Griffith, owners
Banker

Joseph F. and Madio Griffith, owners
No occupation listed

Myrtle N. Ruff, owner

Retired

NOTE: Joseph F. and Mavis Giriffith are listed at 1801 W. 30" Street; he was an
accountant.

Myrtle N. Ruff, owner
Retired

L.E. and Vivian Peevy, owners
Retired
NOTE: Myrtle N. Ruff is listed at 2206 Stamford Lane; she was retired.

L.E. and Vivian Peevy, owners
Retired



1965

1962

1959

1955

1952

1949

1947

1944-45

1941

1939

1937

1935
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S. Raymond and Gladys Brooks, owners

Correspondent, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper.

NOTE: Lucian E. and Vivian Peevy are listed at 2002 Sharon Lane. He was a
professor at Oklahoma University; she was a teacher at the State School for the
Deaf.

Sam and Bess Lichenstein, owners
No occupation listed

Sam and Bessie Lichenstein, owners
Proprietor, Betty Lee Shoe Company, 820 Congress Avenue.

Samuel and Bessie Lichenstein, owners
President, Betty Lee Shoe Company, 109 ¥ E. 9" Street.

Samuel and Bessie Lichenstein, owners
President, Betty Lee Shoe Company, 820 Congress Avenue and 109 ¥ E. 9"
Street.

Samuel and Bessie Lichenstein, owners
Proprietor, Betty Lee Shoe Company, 820 Congress Avenue and 109 % E. 9"
Street.

Samuel and Bessie Lichenstein, owners
Proprietor, Betty Lee Shoe Company, 820 Congress Avenue and 109 % E. 9"
Street.

Samuel and Bess Lichenstein, owners
Proprietor, Betty Lee Shoe Company, 820 Congress Avenue.

Samuel and Bess Lichenstein, owners
Manager, Betty Lee Shoppe, shoes, 820 Congress Avenue.

Samuel and Bessie Lichenstein, owners
Manager, Betty Lee Shoppe, shoes, 820 Congress Avenue.

Samuel and Bessie Lichenstein, owners.
Manager, Betty Lee Shoppe, shoes, 820 Congress Avenue.
NOTE: The house is listed as 2520 Harris Boulevard.

The address is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: Samuel and Bessie Lichenstein are listed at 1905 Leon Street; he was
the manager of the Betty Lee Shoppe, shoes, 820 Congress Avenue.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Sam and Bessie Lichenstein (ca. 1935 — ca. 1965)

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Sam and Bess Lichenstein as the owners of this house, which
was worth $6,000. Sam Lichenstein was 36, had been born in Poland, and was a merchant in a
retail shoe store. Bess Lichenstein was 32, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation
listed. They had a son, Ronald, 8; and a daughter, Joy, 4. Both children had been born in
Texas. The family also had a live-in maid, Irene Peter, 19, who had been born in Texas.
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The 1930 U.S. Census shows Sam B. and Bessie B. Lichenstein as the renters of the house at
1908 Speedway in Austin. Sam B. Lichenstein was 25, had been born in Poland, and was the
manager of a retail shoe store. He had immigrated to the United States in 1905. Bessie B.
Lichenstein was 22, had been born in Texas to Polish-born parents, and had no occupation
listed. They had a lodger, Vernon L. Hightower, 61, who had been born in Louisiana and had
no occupation listed.

Her 1965 death certificate shows that Bess Bernice Lichenstein was born in Dallas in 1907.
She was living in this house at the time of her death at the Methodist Hospital in Houston. She
was a housewife.

BETTY LEE SHOP OFFERS
NEWEST IN SHOE STYLES

Those who are looking for nt-
{rnctlve new fonll shoes at Inexpen-
slve prices are invited by Sam
Lichenstein, operntor of the ettty
Leo Shop at 220 Congress avenue,
v see the new atyles that pre now
offeresd patrons, .

Tweo thousan! palrs of nomen's
high grade shoes In blues, blacks
and hrowns have Juat arrived nt
the BRetty Lee Shop and one may
olbtaln valies in footwear that Is
priced as high ns $6 nat this es-
tenbltahment for L0 and  32.85.
The rhoo departiment of the Hetty

Lee Shop ean fit the moat difticult
foot as theso maoarvelots shioes are
made by the leading mannfactur-
ere of Mlszouri, New TYork and
Mapssachusotta, These shoes are of
the finest leather and materinl with
soft flexibla soles and are guar-
anteed 1o wenar and glve comfort,
Complete slzes for every foot are
offercd, fromt quadruple A to D and
from 2 to 10,




Tiigh grade arely support shoes
that cllminate al! foot troubles and
that prevent allments on the part
of those who suffer with thelr feel
ure Included in these viilues, These
types nf shoes are highly recome-
memded to women who simuitan-
vouxly deslre comfort and appear-
onee ax they are modern amt ant-
tractive In every respect. Mr. Lich-
tunsteln advigpd patrons ta spe
these nreh support shoes and cons
vince themaelves of the desirability
of possessine nt least one palr,

atrona will be amarzed at those
shoo valttes due to the fact thnat
Mr.  ldchtensiein personally at-
tended the styvle show at  Roston,
Mazs, There he aclected these high
grade quality shoes, the latest and
smartest fn fall styles, from manu-
facturers whe supply  the Hetty
Les SEhop with all their rejecta and
cancellations for below the regular
price atd these values in turn are
jrtEsail on ta Austin patrons,

“Agnin we wish to ztate that we
<ffer ot real shoe values ag much
as 86 for 2150 apd 2285 Mr Lich-
tenstefin krated.  “*Women whn de-
sire fine footwear that creates R
smitrt appearnnee at o low price,
then please visit the shoe depart-
ment and see onr tew fall shoew™

Story on the Betty Lee Shoe Shop owned by Sam Lichenstein

Austin Statesman, August 31, 1965
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BETTY LEE
AD SELLS 48
PAIRS SHOES

Sam Lichensieln Firm
Believer In Amerlean-
Stalesman Over IDecade

“Two hundred and .!ixtg ithou.
sand inches of di=plny advertis-
ing in The Amerlcan-Statesman
sounds like a lot of advertising
space, doosn't §t" tnis Sam
Lichenstein, owner of The Betly
Lee Shoe Store, 820 Congress
£ Inch Ad

“Bul it really isn't. It's Just
the figure derived when my
eight inch ad which ran in thosg
papers last Tuesday, Maf 7, is
multiplied by their total ABC
circulation of over 35000,

48 Pairs Shoes

“Those thousands of inches
dus high and low and far and
wide for business, ioo. This Is
evidenced by the fact that we
sold 48 pairs of the Hug-Tite
arch shoes advertlsed in the ad
mentioned.

“The 48 palrs of shoes repre-
sent immediate results, of
course. Hug-Tite arch shoes
have been advertised by The
Bettg Lee Shop In The Amerl-
can-Siatesman consistenily for
the last ten years., bany patrons
that bought their first peir of
these fine shoes from us over
& decade ago atill return, peri-
odieally, for more of them, Hug-
Tites _are sold exclusively hy
The Betly Lee in Austin and
are recognized natlonally as
comfortable and capable of im-
provement of foot health, - -

Increased Space

“Our present advertising pro-
ram calls for an increasod al-
owance for mdvertising in The
American - Statesman. Results
are so definite and untailin
that sush a move on eur par
is entircl;,' in the interest of our
business,” Mr, Llchensiein said,

Story'or{ the Betty Lee Shoe Shop
Austin Statesman, May 16, 1940
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f."_i-_".'l'ha;-Tampln_.Hell't Jsrael Slster-
“hood: will- entertain with a George
»'Washington sllver ica Sunday from
“4:{0 8 p, m. at the home of Mr,
i~ and. Mrs, Sam_Lichenstein on Havris
. boulavard, The tea Is an annual
“ affale-of the Sisterhoed, A patriotle
7. color scheme in ved, white and blue
" will be featured In the decorations
1 and’ appointments,
+“The house party which includes
+“all officers and members of the
Csaxecutive board of the Sisterhood,
- will be composed of Mesdames Jack
" Lebo, president; Sam Lichenstein,
“~vice president; Paul Hymen, secre-
“-{ary; EUl Engle, treasurer; and Mes-
- dames 1. Goodfriend, E. M. Joseph,
- Viclor Ravel, Louis Laves, Max
'S{lbersteln, Raphael Weiner, Wil-
 Jlam Keen. Leonard Frank, Adolph
~Burstyn, Loul Levy, Pat Tearle,
- Sam- Greenberg, Dacld Bassett and
- D, Gellman. .
- Mrs. Sam Greenberg will be.ln
~charge of table decoratlons,
© Al friends of the Sisterhood are
- gordially ‘invited io atlend.

Story on the tea for thg Beth Israel Sisterhood at the Lichensteins’ home
Austin Statesman, February 20, 1942
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Vst ey e 1700
Sam Lochenstein’s katehen s packed with time for a0 Tonly meal s a well-planned  kitchen,
andl enevey saving teatures and equipment, all clee- acjacent to oo Jamily room o the same decorative
toes Philippine mahogany walls and  vinyl flooring theme, both attuned to a heart patient's take-it-easy

are casily ok Tor, aned enhonee the decor with s o, bul, just ds apropos for any woman interested in
flaminge countertops of formica, that was alse used on conserving her energy and health, so she may par-
tap af the bar, which Mrs, Lichenstein is setiing here tieipate inomore family and olher activities.

Mrs. Lichenstein Kitchen
‘Planned for the Heart

Ity LOIS HALE GALVIN
oo wne, bul o corlainly o oo,
wonled ever e aware of the basic
| Fesison boehind  the beautiiul anmd
jeffictent by areaneed  kilehen aned



Jhe speeciones, adjeeent Tl
ok i the Teme of the Saim,
(Ldehensteins, 2316 1Tevis Daontle- 1!
virl, :
Hs cheery atmosphore, creatod
by the hamlsome Philippine ma-
hogany {in a golden beige fone)d
and Tlamingo decor, would maoke
working in it a pleasure for any
woman—but, oven more  impor-
tunt, the convenicnce of it would
save her precious enercy as well
as time—Tlor you see, Mrs. Lichen-
stein's  well-planned  kitchen  and
comveniently located family room
wore designed so sho coulel follow
afr ediel so many woamen  have
lesiel Teome Their phivsicins:

“NSou ean learn to dive within

Hhe exprabilitics of youe heset, Yo
[ leiwed 2o porrnad anud vselul life,
vl even ddo your o hosewneky
=1, wim ke 00 egesy '
PoAnd, Uiake it oeasy," Mis, Liche
[onsiein has Fearned Lo do, She ig
the “answer o a doctor's prayer®
—hecause, she nol only does him
crecit, but hevsell a real favor,
by simply following his medieal
advice—and, slrmngely enough, it
=t oevery patient who will do
this seemingly, perleetly  logical
thing, Bess Lichenstein savs:

“1 simply makes sense o me,
that if wou seek modieal aid, {he
feast you can do o help vour
rlnctor help you, is to ey o follow
his advice,"”

“So—it isn't easy, Buot, it ean
e dome, T know,  because alter
wrlergning  surgery  in Houston,
[ had 1o give up cigarettes, for
vhe Lhing—a rewl test for me, ]
onjmyved smoking,™”

The lichensteins were on ihe
verge of building @ new home in
o ol Austin's newer, more sub-
larhan aedditions,  but  alter her!
ihpm'l nperation, they decided nod
Vo move from e home, of which
the fanuly wis very fond, besides
ansther advantape, s conveniend
lovation. |

Instead of buililing a house, they
installed o completely new Kitehen
anel peldded Ahe spocions Pamily

C.6-10
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i, et couled ey b esdlerd
a biving oo, (o when thev'red
P, s heer they spened st !
ul their Lime, Its heaatiful, bl
cominetinble  furmshings,  include
a o cirenlar o sectional sofa uphol-
tateved oo white fabeie and a round
el inp dable of antigued weought
dron oand matehing chairs cush-
Honed in white leather,
Twin pull-tlown fixtures above
the tahle and one end of the sofa
JAlight these two arveas, The wrought
diron set 1s used for serving family
JAmeals and as a permanent game
table; especially for Mrs. Lichen-
islein's frogquent bridge foursomes.
ATt makes a cheery spot for either
|luse, located as it is, near a sliding|
[Apanel, plass wall opening onto a
Jllagstone patin in a trec-shaded
Jhackyared, that's also heawifully
Lanciscaped,

i The 2doot Fimily oo and |
.;f"llb!'ll_filﬂ"f: kitcthen  are actually

iﬁl*|‘m|‘£|[t‘![! iy by i e weith deop
deabinel above, e which sliding

fioors open Trome either side,  Al-|
Athough she has o llbime maid,
Jthere are times when Mes, Lichen-!
-is!vi must assume some household |
Jactivities, such as preparing aned

serving family meals on weekends
(laed the maid's evening off. Then,
dused as acdining area, the bar be-
JUnmes a step-saving convenience |
[ for her, :




i Walls and  built-in  features in;
both  rooms arve of light  ione!
Philippine mahogany, Continuous’
Moorcovering iz of lermezo design
vinyl dile, These materinls are!
leasy o cave for, amd also very
decorative. dles, Lichenstein ﬂiu.n
eliminaled open-type builtdins as.
potential dust-catehers.

Each room has abundant rn.r’
well-arranged storage areas, oo,
Oceupying one full-length wall of !
Hhe family room is a storare ancd
clothos eloset with three sels ol
dotble, sliding-cloors, One is used |
Er'ﬂl‘ storing  regulie game iE{I]I!::-ii
ind chairs: the other for oalnf
season clothes, formerly kepa in!
an  attic storage oo, which
meant statr-chimhbing,

Mong the Tacing wall arve closed
cahinets about fnul et high, wi rh-
|| center area for the television, |
Ao long v ol windows  ahove
Elhr'i«'r‘ are flanked with twa single !
It sihinets, Mrs, Lichenstein's hobhby |
s photography, amd she keeps her

meswie aned shicde projeciors on ane
.1| these cabinets, where i0s sim- |
ple to just slide the projecior out |
sl showw the films Trom this area, |

Her all-eleeirie kitehen refloets |
the sime thoughtful planning, the
csame eve for cnergy and lime-
saving  convenicnees:  waist-hiph
eleckrie steve,  wall-oven, mixer |
and toaster on a fingertip-controb.
swing-up shellr anolher swing- ur:|
-hr]f for her electrie master; and |

noelectrie dishwasher, Even her!

:|1iln|‘|‘1'r|rf|t: washor hag heen placed.
in hee Kitchen for added  con-|
VIOnace,
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Witehen  cabinels e ol easy
senching  height and  equipped
with touch-opening doors, or doors
with  waist-high  copper knohs.,
Fiamingn  ix  the lovely  color
rhowsen for the =ink counterton of |
formieie, that ctves af the hock
e eaier cleaning, The previonsly
mentioned bae also has a0 1la-
mngn, Tormiva top,

Aowall telephone in the kilehen!
alan sives steps, whiie a cuckeoo
clock, senl from Geemany, (e
ther enbanees $he paneled wall,
amd Qs a0 cheeeful renuoneder thet
i Mannheim, Germany, she has
Acaghter, Jov, a0 son-in-daw, and
twer fuderable crandehildron, Kon-
nethe Whee, M0 mvaths, sl Terr!
Leey wo mnnthy old. Jon's ligse
el Liewlenant lenneth A, -
thev, as o stlwned there, Ay, el
s Lichenstein veturned Lile in
Ehanmry from o nenth™s frip to
"visit them.

e Jdune, as g0 gescduation pift:
fram ber porents, Linda, o senion”
A Austin Tigh School, will go tn
Furope o vikit her sister Joy,!
aned her Family,

But, Febo 25, wwhen the Anslind
Lol Assovialion, supported by
e “Heart Fumd,”  conduets s
minn funed drive on Mationad Heavt |
Sunely, noa door-tosdoor cienis
b 200 woalumteers, Linda amid i
sroupe uf Toe feieneds ol class.
muaes will be anung theme—st:
as o thes were st yenp,

T Bieal sssowcizition, of which
Foovee Cionipehicdl b5 execiive i
rector abbers o dnfarmiion e
e toe Jwenet patients,  including
o dree heoklets  on planing 2
Cheph Btelien plus the Toam ol
Blae gt o st s Kitelien,
Thas prgey b olibageedd e el
Aot ot Pt I o wor i

T s L S S KT KT .
Story on the Lichensteins and Mrs. Lichenstein’s kitchen on Harris Boulevard
Austin American-Statesman, February 21, 1960




Lichenstein
Final Rites
| Observed

Funeral services for Mrs, Sam
Lichensleln, 57, one of Austin’s
best-known civic workers, were
held Wednesduy afternoon  at
Conk Funeral [Tome,

Rabbi Louis Fireslein official-
ad, with burial in Beth Israe] al
Oakwood Cemetery,

Mrs. Lichenslein, resident of
2516 Harris  Boulevard, died
Tuesday in a Houston hospital,
She had been hospitalized since
last Friday.

A resident of Austin for al-
most 40 years, she was active
on the volunteer council for the
Austin Stale School and was a
member of the Temple Beth Is-
racl Sisierhood.

Mrs, Lichenslein was president
of the Ausiin Council of Jewish

Women and a member of the
Austin League of Women Volers,

Survivers include her husbhand,
SanmlLichenstein; two daughters,
Mrs. Kenpeth Poarker and Miss
Lintla Lichenstein of Austin: her
mother, Mrs, Hattie Krist of San
Angelo: amd a brother, Harry
Krist of Midland.

Pallbearers were  Willlam
Koen, Dr. Adolph Burstyn, Dr.
Jerome Ravel, Samue] Amster,
David Bassist and Maurice Glos-
serman of Lockhart.

Obituary of Bess Lichenstein

Austin Statesman, January 13, 1965
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OWYER Lo E. Pesvy ADDRESS 2516 Hapris Bivd .
PLAT 159 LOT 48
SUBDIVISION ramberten Hgts, Sec?
QCCUPANCY Rosidence
OWNERS
BLD PERMIT # 9795k DATE 12-1~85 ESTIMATE 2,500,060
CONTRACTOR __ owner NO, OF FIXTURES
WATER TAP REC # SEWER TAP REC #

Remodel Interior ef Brick Veneer Residence

Building permit to Lucian E. Peevy to remodel the interior of the house (1965)



