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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2016 
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS - DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION 

NRD-2016-0063 
2516 HARRIS BOULEVARD 

OLD WEST AUSTIN 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1935 house and construct a new house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, wing-and-gable plan brick-veneered frame house with a partial-width shed-
roofed independent porch on plain square wood posts; single Colonial Revival-styled 6:6 
fenestration with shutters; ornamental round attic vent in the tympanum of the front-
facing gable, and exterior brick chimney on the right side of the principal block with 
decorative corbelling. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built around 1935 by a local real estate development firm.  Sam and Bess 
Lichenstein purchased the house shortly after its construction, and lived here until around 
1965.  Sam Lichenstein was a native of Poland, and was the manager and proprietor of the 
Betty Lee Shoe Shoppe on Congress Avenue at 9th Street.  Bess Lichenstein was born in 
Dallas to Polish-born parents and was very active in Jewish and other civic organizations in 
Austin, including the sisterhood of Beth Israel Synagogue, Hadassah, and the Women’s 
Club of Austin. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date, but is contributing to the Old 
West Austin National Register Historic District. 
PROPOSED NEW CONSTRUCTION 

The applicant proposes the construction of a two-story house.  the proposed house will be 
side-gabled with one-story wings off the main block in a new-Colonial Revival style.  The 
exterior materials will be brick with stucco on the one-story wing, and a metal roof.  The 
attached garage will have hardi-plank siding.  The proposed house will have a symmetrical 
configuration, with a central entry under a metal canopy.  Fenestration will be framed in 
aluminum. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

While staff rues the demolition of the existing house, which staff believes has some 
historical significance for its associations with Sam and Bess Lichenstein, staff does not 
believe that the house presents a strong case for landmark designation.  The proposed 
house comports with the general design principles for new construction in historic districts 
in its style, scale, materials, and fenestration patterns, so staff must recommend release of 
the demolition and building permits upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation 
Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a 
narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2516 Harris Boulevard 
ca. 1935 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2516 Harris Boulevard 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
August, 2016 
 
1992  Joseph and Mavis Griffith, owners 
  Banker 
 
1985-86 Joseph F. and Madio Griffith, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1981  Myrtle N. Ruff, owner 
  Retired 

NOTE:  Joseph F. and Mavis Griffith are listed at 1801 W. 30th Street; he was an 
accountant. 

 
1977  Myrtle N. Ruff, owner 
  Retired 
 
1973  L.E. and Vivian Peevy, owners 
  Retired 
  NOTE:  Myrtle N. Ruff is listed at 2206 Stamford Lane; she was retired. 
 
1968  L.E. and Vivian Peevy, owners 
  Retired 
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1965  S. Raymond and Gladys Brooks, owners 
  Correspondent, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper. 

NOTE:  Lucian E. and Vivian Peevy are listed at 2002 Sharon Lane.  He was a 
professor at Oklahoma University; she was a teacher at the State School for the 
Deaf. 

 
1962  Sam and Bess Lichenstein, owners 

No occupation listed 
 
1959  Sam and Bessie Lichenstein, owners 
  Proprietor, Betty Lee Shoe Company, 820 Congress Avenue. 
 
1955  Samuel and Bessie Lichenstein, owners 

President, Betty Lee Shoe Company, 109 ½ E. 9th Street. 
 
1952  Samuel and Bessie Lichenstein, owners 

President, Betty Lee Shoe Company, 820 Congress Avenue and 109 ½ E. 9th 
Street. 

 
1949  Samuel and Bessie Lichenstein, owners 

Proprietor, Betty Lee Shoe Company, 820 Congress Avenue and 109 ½ E. 9th 
Street. 

 
1947  Samuel and Bessie Lichenstein, owners 

Proprietor, Betty Lee Shoe Company, 820 Congress Avenue and 109 ½ E. 9th 
Street. 

 
1944-45 Samuel and Bess Lichenstein, owners 

Proprietor, Betty Lee Shoe Company, 820 Congress Avenue. 
 
1941  Samuel and Bess Lichenstein, owners 

Manager, Betty Lee Shoppe, shoes, 820 Congress Avenue. 
 
1939  Samuel and Bessie Lichenstein, owners 

Manager, Betty Lee Shoppe, shoes, 820 Congress Avenue. 
 
1937  Samuel and Bessie Lichenstein, owners. 

Manager, Betty Lee Shoppe, shoes, 820 Congress Avenue. 
NOTE:  The house is listed as 2520 Harris Boulevard. 

 
1935  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Samuel and Bessie Lichenstein are listed at 1905 Leon Street; he was 
the manager of the Betty Lee Shoppe, shoes, 820 Congress Avenue. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Sam and Bessie Lichenstein (ca. 1935 – ca. 1965) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Sam and Bess Lichenstein as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $6,000.  Sam Lichenstein was 36, had been born in Poland, and was a merchant in a 
retail shoe store.  Bess Lichenstein was 32, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had a son, Ronald, 8; and a daughter, Joy, 4.  Both children had been born in 
Texas.  The family also had a live-in maid, Irene Peter, 19, who had been born in Texas. 
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The 1930 U.S. Census shows Sam B. and Bessie B. Lichenstein as the renters of the house at 
1908 Speedway in Austin.  Sam B. Lichenstein was 25, had been born in Poland, and was the 
manager of a retail shoe store.  He had immigrated to the United States in 1905.  Bessie B. 
Lichenstein was 22, had been born in Texas to Polish-born parents, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had a lodger, Vernon L. Hightower, 61, who had been born in Louisiana and had 
no occupation listed. 
 
Her 1965 death certificate shows that Bess Bernice Lichenstein was born in Dallas in 1907.  
She was living in this house at the time of her death at the Methodist Hospital in Houston.  She 
was a housewife. 
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Story on the Betty Lee Shoe Shop owned by Sam Lichenstein 

Austin Statesman, August 31, 1965 
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Story on the Betty Lee Shoe Shop 
Austin Statesman, May 16, 1940 
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Story on the tea for the Beth Israel Sisterhood at the Lichensteins’ home 

Austin Statesman, February 20, 1942 
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Story on the Lichensteins and Mrs. Lichenstein’s kitchen on Harris Boulevard 

Austin American-Statesman, February 21, 1960 
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Obituary of Bess Lichenstein 

Austin Statesman, January 13, 1965 
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Water service permit for this address (1935) 
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Sewer connection permit for this address (1935) 

 
 

 
Building permit to Lucian E. Peevy to remodel the interior of the house (1965) 


