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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
OCTOBER 24, 2016 
NRD-2016-0077 

1613 Mohle Drive 
Old West Austin 

 
PROPOSAL 

Construct a second-story addition to the one-story house. 
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The applicant proposes the construction of a full second-story addition to the house that will 
be flush with the existing house front.  The wing-and-gable configuration of the house will 
be retained, but the house will be two stories, clad in brick veneer, and will have a 
contemporary awning over the principal entry.  The house will feature large casement-style 
windows in the projecting gable on both stories, and floor-to-ceiling windows on the ground 
floor. 
RESEARCH 

The one-story wing-and-gable plan house was built in 1940; the first owner and occupant 
was sporting goods salesman Walter Allen, and his wife Mary Jane.  They lived here until 
around 1943.  From the mid-1940s through the early 1950s, the house was owned and 
occupied by John S. and Hallie Burns; he was a vice-president of Capital National Bank in 
the Norwood Building. 
Around 1951, the house was purchased by Rosalie Godfrey, a professor of home economics 
at the University of Texas.  Professor Godfrey had previously been the business director of 
the women’s dormitories at the University, and joined the faculty of the Department of 
Home Economics in 1928.  She did considerable research in the area of large quantity food 
production, and supervised a study on the cooking of meats in the late 1950s.  She lived 
here until her death in 1966. 
The house was a rental unit in the late 1960s and early 1970s until it was purchased by 
Rodney and Carol Green, who lived here through the 1990s.  Rodney Green was a salesman 
for the William Gammon Insurance Agency. 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The Old West Austin National Register Historic District has no design guidelines for 
additions to houses.  General design principles for contributing houses in historic district 
discourage transforming one-story houses into two-story houses, and further discourage any 
changes to the front of contributing structures. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff must recommend release of the permit upon completion of a City of Austin 
Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch 
plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center, and with the 
following provisions: 

1. Reduce the size and scale of the proposed addition, and set it at least 15 feet back 
from the front of the house. 

2. Retain the original façade of the house to the highest degree possible. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1613 Mohle Drive 
ca. 1940 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1613 Mohle Drive 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2016 
 
1992  Rodney M. and Carol E. Green, owners 

Associate, William Gammon Insurance Company, 1615 Guadalupe Street. 
 
1985-86 Rodney M. and Carol E. Green, owners 

Salesman, William Gammon Insurance Company, 1615 Guadalupe Street. 
 
1981  Rodney M. and Carol E. Green, owners 

Salesman, William Gammon Insurance Company, 1605 Lavaca Street. 
 
1977  Rodney M. and Carol E. Green, owners 
  Specialist, State Commission for the Blind 
 
1973  G. Gordon and Cyzygy Kemmet, renters 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  Rodney and Carol E. Green are not listed in the directory. 
 
1968  Robert R. Mollenauer, renter 
  Associate professor, University of Texas 
  Rear: Penelope Warren, renter 
   Student 
 
1965  Rosalie S. Godfrey, owner 
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  Associate professor, University of Texas 
  Rear: Carol McMutry, renter 
   Staff writer, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper. 
 
1962  Rosalie S. Godfrey, owner 
  Associate professor, University of Texas 
  Rear: Elsie Inks, renter 

Saleslady, Yaring’s, complete department store for women and children, 
506 Congress Avenue. 

 
1959  Rosalie S. Godfrey, owner 
  Associate professor, University of Texas 
  Rear: Vacant 
 
1955  Rosalie S. Godfrey, owner 
  Associate professor, University of Texas 
  Rear: Robert H. Francis, renter 
   Student 

NOTE:  John S. and Hallie H. Burns are listed at 3603 Balcones Drive; he was a 
vice-president of Capital National Bank, 114 W. 7th Street. 

 
1952  John S. and Hallie Burns, owners 

Vice-president, Capital National Bank, 114 W. 7th Street. 
 
Rosalie S. Godfrey, owner 
Associate professor, University of Texas 
 
NOTE:  There is no rear residential unit listed in the directory. 

 
1949  John S. and Hallie Burns, owners 

Vice-president, Capital National Bank, 114 W. 7th Street. 
NOTE:  Rosalie Godfrey is listed at 2503 Whitis Avenue; she was an associate 
professor at the University of Texas. 

 
1947  John S. and Hallie Burns, renters 
  Assistant vice-president, Capital National Bank, 114 W. 7th Street. 
 
1944-45 Robert L. and Effie Hoover, owners 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  John S. Burns is listed at 1708 Guadalupe Street; he was not married 
and in the U.S. Army. 

 
1941  Walter L. and Mary J. Allen, owners 
  Salesman, C&S Sporting Goods, 2120 Guadalupe Street. 
 
1940  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Walter L. and Mary J. Allen are not listed in the directory.  However, they 
are listed in the 1939 city directory at 2505 Stamford Lane; he was the retail 
manager for C&S Sporting Goods, 2120 Guadalupe Street. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Walter L. and Mary J. Allen (ca. 1941 – ca. 1943) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Walter and Mary Jane Allen as the renters of the house at 2831 
San Gabriel Street in Austin.  Walter Allen was 29, had been born in Texas, and was a 
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salesman in a retail sporting goods store.  He had lived in Luling, Texas in 1935.  Mary Jane 
Allen was 25, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  She had lived in San 
Antonio, Texas in 1935.  They had a son, Walter, 1, who had been born in Texas. 
 
His 1961 death certificate shows that Walter Lewis Allen was living in Victoria, Texas at the time 
of his death.  He was a service station operator, who had been born in 1909 in Prairie Lea, 
Caldwell County, Texas.  He was buried in the Luling Cemetery in Luling, Texas. 
 
Rosalie S. Godfrey (ca. 1951 – ca. 1966) 
Rosalie Godfrey is listed in the 1940 U.S. Census as the business director of the Littlefield 
Dormitory on the University of Texas campus.  She was 45, had been born in South Dakota, 
and was single. She lived in the dormitory. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Rosalie S. Godfrey as a lodger in the home of Martha C. Lockett 
at 300 W. 26th Street in Austin.  Martha Lockett was the directory of the girls’ dormitory at the 
University of Texas; Rosalie Godfrey was the 35-year old South Dakota-born business director 
of the girls’ dormitory. 
 
Her 1966 death certificate shows that Rosalie Seneca Godfrey was living at this house at the 
time of her death.  She had been born in Hot Springs, South Dakota in 1895, and was an 
associate professor emeritus at the University of Texas. 
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Obituary of Rosalie Godfrey 
Austin Statesman, March 1, 1966 
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Building permit to Walter Allen for the construction of this house (1940) 
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Water service permit for this address (1939) 

 
 

Sewer connection application by Walter Allen for this house (1940) 



 C.4 - 10 

 
Building permit to Rosalie Godfrey to remodel and repair the house (1964) 
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