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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 24, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0718 
2112 THORNTON ROAD 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a house that is believed to have been built in 1936, or could have been moved onto 
this site in 1983. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a Tudor Revival-styled 
projecting front-gabled bay containing the partial-width porch; exterior stone chimney.  The 
house has a combination of 1:1 fenestration in single and paired configurations, and a large 
set of casement windows under a segmental-arched transom to the right of the front door; 
stone foundation. 
RESEARCH 

The history of this house is unclear at this point and more research is necessary.  The house 
appears to be a ca. 1936 house with the Tudor Revival details common at that time, but the 
occupancy history for this address in city directories does not support the occupancy of what 
appear to be blue-collar workers in a house of this scale.  The 1940 U.S. Census for who is 
believed at this time to have occupied the house, shows a different address, and places a 
value of only $1,750 on this house, which is significantly less than the expected valuation 
for a house of this size and scale. 
From the information gathered to date, it appears that the house was the home of Bert and 
Emily Allen, who lived here from around 1936 until around 1943.  Bert Allen was a truck 
driver for a gasoline company.  The entry in the 1942 city directory shows that he was a 
commercial agent for Magnolia Petroleum, but this would still be a relatively modest 
occupation for the owner of a house of this scale. 
From around 1946 until their deaths one month apart in 1966, this house may have been 
the home of Charley and Bessie Ragland.  Charley Ragland was a floor sander prior to 
World War II.  After the war, and while living at what appears to be this address, he was a 
carpenter. 
City records show that a frame house with this address was demolished in 1975, and it is 
unclear whether Bert Allen and Charley Ragland lived in that house, or this one.  There is 
another building permit showing a move of a house on this lot to another site on this lot in 
1983, so there is no indication that the current house came from somewhere else and was 
moved onto this site in 1983, nor is there any indication that this house was not originally 
built on this site.  The house is large, with many angles, which also lead to a supposition 
that this house was not moved.  City directories are of little help in unraveling this mystery 
– the house was either vacant or had no return in the directories of the mid-1970s and early 
1980s. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date, and this section of the city does 
not appear on any Sanborn maps. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
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Postpone to the November 21, 2016 meeting to allow additional time to research the history 
of the house and to determine whether it is original construction on this site, or was moved 
here in 1983 in order to formulate a recommendation regarding its potential for designation 
as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2112 Thornton Road 
ca. 1936 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2112 Thornton Road 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2016 
 
1992  Margaret A. Hart, owner 
  Geologist, Texas Water Commission 
 
1985-86 Vacant 
 
1981  No return 
 
1977  Vacant 
 
1973  Donald B. and Doris E. Costar, renters 

Heavy equipment operator, Dan Grace Construction (not listed in the directory) 
 
1968  No return 
 
1965  Charles L. and A. Bessie Ragland, owners 
  Retired 
 
1962  Charles L. and A. Bessie Ragland, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1959  Charles L. and Bessie Ragland, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1955  Charles L. and Bessie Ragland, owners 
  Laborer 
 
1952  Charles and Bessie Ragland, owners 
  Carpenter 
 
1949  Charles and A. Bessie Ragland, owners 
  Carpenter 
 
1947  Charles L. and Bessie Ragland, owners 

Carpenter, Proske Brothers Manufacturing Company, wholesalers, special 
millwork, 2200 E. 6th Street. 

 
1944-45 Vacant 
  NOTE:  Charles L. and Bessie Ragland are not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Bert H. and Emily L. Allen are listed at 2304 Bluebonnet Lane; he was a 
driver. 

 
1941  Bert H. and Emily Allen, owners 
  Driver 

NOTE:  The 1942 city directory shows Bert H. and Emily Allen at this address; he 
was a commercial agent for the Magnolia Petroleum Company. 
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1939  Bert H. and Emily Allen, owners 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The house is listed as being on the north side of Thornton Road, 2 
houses west of Bentley Street. 

 
1937  No houses are listed on Thornton Road. 
  NOTE:  Bert H. and Emily Allen are not listed in the directory. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Bert and Emily Allen (ca. 1936 – ca. 1943) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Bert H. and Emily Allen as the owners of a house worth $1,750 
located at 2135 Thornton Road.  Bert Allen was 41, had been born in Texas, and was a truck 
driver for a gasoline company.  Emily Allen was 45, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had no children listed with them. 
 
Note: It seems unlikely that Bert and Emily Allen lived in this house, due to its value listed in 
the 1940 U.S. Census.  This house would have been valued significantly higher than the $1,750 
shown in the census report.  It is possible that the Allens lived in a smaller house with this same 
address, perhaps the one demolished in 1975. 
 
Charles L. and A. Bessie Ragland (ca. 1946 – ca. 1966) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Charles and a Gertrude Ragland as the renters of the house at 
56 Lynn Street in Austin.  Charles Ragland was 24, had been born in Texas, and was a floor 
sander in building construction.  Gertrude Ragland was 23, had been born in Texas.  They had 
a son, Donnie, 4, who had been born in Texas. 
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Obituary of Bessie Ragland 

Austin American-Statesman, May 21, 1966 
 



 D.34 - 8 

 
Obituary of Charles L. Ragland 
Austin American, June 27, 1966 

 

 
Funeral notice for Charles L. Ragland 

Austin American, June 28, 1966 
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Water service permit for this address (1936) 

 
 
City records indicate that there was a building permit for this address to move a house on the 
same lot and remodel it in 1983.  There is also an indication of a 1975 permit to demolish a 
frame residence at this address. 
 

 
Building permit to Paul Vercher to repair and remodel the house (1970), and to demolish a 

frame residence on this site (1975) 
 


