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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 24, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0696 
911 W. 22ND STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1897 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

Two-story, wing-and-gable plan, hipped roof frame house with a combination of 
fenestration:  original 2:2 fenestration appears on both stories of the west side of the house; 
the front windows in the projecting bay are single 1:1.  The original two-story front porch of 
the house has been enclosed and now contains the principal entry into the house, which has 
a transom above.  Fenestration in this infilled area consists of 6:1 windows in double and 
triple configurations. 
RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built around 1897; the first occupant was Zack P. Jourdan 
and his family, who had moved into Austin from the rural community of Sprinkle in 
northeastern Travis County.  While living in this house, Zack P. Jourdan served as the 
treasurer of Travis County.  He and his family lived here until around 1910, when they 
moved to a farm they owned on the west side of East Avenue, about a half mile north of 
Manor Road.  His 1925 obituary notes that he was from a pioneer family in Travis County, 
and was well-known throughout the community.  In July of 1925, he had given an exclusive 
interview to the American-Statesman about his experiences driving cattle up the Chisholm 
Trail to Kansas. 
John E. Hickman, who later became a prominent attorney and judge in Austin, lived in this 
house around 1910; the next occupant was W.E. Edelen, who was a ranchman and the 
superintendent of schools in Seymour, Texas.  A contractor, a traveling salesman, a real 
estate agent, a dry goods salesman, an attorney and manager of a brokerage agency, and 
T.C. Green, the superintendent of the City Water Filtration Plant, all lived in this house in 
the 1910s through the early 1930s. 
The house was then owned and occupied by Mrs. Myrtle Candler, a prominent widow, from 
the early 1940s through the mid-1940s.  In the mid-1940s, the house was rented by Bert 
and Verlie Williams.  Bert Williams was an electrical contractor. 
From around 1950 until around 1980, the house was owned and occupied by Mrs. Ella 
Pfennig, from the pioneering Pfluger family of northeastern Travis County.  Ella Pfluger 
was a school teacher until she married Helmuth Pfennig, also of the Pflugerville area, in 
1927.  Helmuth Pfennig passed away in 1935; Ella lived in San Antonio for a number of 
years before returning to Austin, and moving into this house.  According to her obituary, 
she was a housemother to many UT undergraduates, who presumably rented rooms from 
her in this house. In the 1960s, Mrs. Pfennig also worked for the Travis County Appraiser 
and Collector. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is listed in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984) but without a 
priority for research. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
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Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  It is a shame to lose an old student rooming house 
from West Campus, as these buildings are becoming increasingly rare, but staff does not 
believe that this house qualifies as a historic landmark. 
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911 W. 22nd Street 
ca. 1897 

 
 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
911 W. 22nd Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
September, 2016 
 
1992  James T. Eichstaedt, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that James T. Eichstaedt was a new resident at 
this address. 

 
1985-86 A: Cindy Widner, renter 
   Secretary, College House Co-Op 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Cindy Widner was a new resident at 
this address. 

  B: Gregory M. Shoemake, renter 
   Student 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Gregory M. Shoemake was a new 
resident at this address. 

 
1981  No return 
 
1977  Ella Pfennig, renter 
  Widow, H.W. Pfennig 
  Retired 
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1973  Ella Pfennig, owner 
  Widow, H.W. Pfennig 
  Retired 
 
1968  Ella Pfennig, owner 
  Deputy, Travis County Appraiser and Collector 
 
1965  Ella Pfennig, owner 
  Deputy, Travis County Appraiser and Collector 
 
1962  Ella Pfennig, owner 
  Deputy, Travis County Appraiser and Collector 
 
1959  Ella Pfennig, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1954  Ella Pfennig, owner 
  House mother 
 
1952  Ella Pfennig, owner 
  Widow, Helmut W. Pfennig 
  No occupation listed 
 
1949  William E. and Katie Trafton, renters 

Proprietor (with Forrest W. Trafton), Trafton & Son, distributors of Sun Tile 
Products and tile manufacturers, 3700 Guadalupe Street. 
NOTE:  Ella Pfennig is not listed in the directory.  There is an H.W. Pfennig listed 
at 1907½ Red River Street; he was a student. 

 
1947  Bert C. and Verlie Williams, renters 

Proprietor (with Billy B. Williams), Bert Williams Electric Company, 905 Lamar 
Boulevard. 

 
1944-45 Bert C. and Verlie Williams, renters 
  No occupation listed 
 
1941  Mrs. Myrtle L. Candler, owner 
  Widow, Ignatius Candler 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 811 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1939  Mrs. Myrtle L. Candler, owner 
  Widow, Ignatius Candler 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 811 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1937  Mrs. Myrtle L. Candler, owner 
  Widow, Ignatius Candler 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 811 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1935  Mrs. Myrtle L. Candler, owner 
  Widow, Ignatius Candler 



 D.27 - 6 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 811 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1932-33 Mrs. Myrtle L. Candler, owner 
  Widow, Ignatius Candler 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 811 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1930-31 Thomas C. Green, renter 
  Superintendent and chemist, City Filtration Plant 
  NOTE:  Myrtle L. Candler is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 811 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1929  Charles A. and Sallie D. Wheeler, owners 

Manager, Caldwell & Company, brokers, and lawyer, 524 Littlefield Building. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 809 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1927  Frank L. and Louise Smith, renters 
  Salesman, Warren’s, dry goods, 714 Congress Avenue. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 809 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1924  Mrs. Tilden J. Byler, renter 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are Bernice Byler, no occupation shown; Mildred Byler, no occupation 
shown; and Weldon B. Byler, a student at the University of Texas. 

  NOTE:  The house is listed as 809 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1922  Van and Ina M. Smith, owners 
  Real estate 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 809 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1920  John L. Gray, renter 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 809 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1918  Vacant 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 809 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1916  Charles E. Clark 
  Traveling salesman 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 809 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1914  James A. Coopwood 
  Contractor 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 809 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1912-13 W.E. Edelen 
  Superintendent of schools, Seymour, Texas, and ranchman. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 809 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1910-11 John E. Hickman 

Partner (with Frank P. McElwrath), McElwrath & Hickman, lawyers, 4th floor, 
Scarbrough Building. 

  NOTE:  The house is listed as 809 W. 22nd Street. 
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NOTE:  Zack P. Jourdan is listed as a farmer living on the west side of East 
Avenue, ½ mile north of Manor Road.  Also listed is Eugene E. Jourdan, who had 
no occupation shown. 

 
1909-10 Zack P. Jourdan 
  Farmer 
  Also listed is Edward E. Jourdan, a farmer. 
 
1906-07 Zack P. Jourdan 
  Planter 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 809 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1905  Zack P. Jourdan 
  Treasurer, Travis County 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 809 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1903-04 Zack P. Jourdan 
  Treasurer, Travis County 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 809 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1900-01 Zack P. Jourdan 
  Treasurer, Travis County 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 809 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1898-99 Zack P. Jourdan 
  County treasurer 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 809 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1897-98 Unknown 

NOTE:  Zack P. Jourdan is listed as a resident of Sprinkle, Texas, and boarding 
at 1203 East Avenue in Austin.   He was the Travis County Treasurer. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Zack P. Jourdan (ca. 1897 – 1910) 
The 1900 U.S. Census shows Zacharia and Bell M. Jordan at this address.  Zacharia Jordan 
was 53, had been born in Texas, and was the county treasurer.  Bell M. Jordan was 46, had 
been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had a son, Eugene, 14, who had been 
born in Texas and is listed as being at school. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Z.P. and Isabell Jourdan living on a farm they owned in rural 
Travis County.  Z.P. Jourdan was 65, had been born in Texas to Missouri-born parents, and had 
no occupation listed.  Isabell Jourdan was 66, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  Their son, E.E., and his wife, Alvah, are listed as operators of a dairy farm. 
 
His 1925 death certificate shows that Z.P. Jourdan was living at 4200 East Avenue at the time 
of his death.  He was a widower born in 1854 in Texas, and was a retired farmer. 
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News story and obituary of Zack P. Jourdan 

Austin American, December 17, 1925 
 
1920 U.S. Census 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows J.L. and Sarah Gray as the renters of this house, along with their 
7 children.  J.L. Gray was 63, had been born in Mississippi, and was a salesman.  Sarah Gray 
was 58, had been born in Mississippi, and had no occupation listed.  They had 6 daughters, all 
of whom were teachers, and one son, who had no occupation listed. 
 
Myrtle Candler (ca. 1931 – ca. 1942) 
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The 1940 U.S. Census shows Myrtle Candler as the owner of this house, which was worth 
$6,000.  She was an 83-year old Georgia-born widow.  With her lived her daughter, Martha C. 
Cass, a 45-year old Texas-born divorcee; and Martha’s son, Henry Candler Cass, 9, who had 
been born in Texas.  Nobody in the household had an occupation listed. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Myrtle Candler living in on Rosa Park, a very exclusive street in 
New Orleans in the home of her daughter, Caroline Branan, and her husband, Will A. Branan.  
Myrtle Candler was a 73-year old Georgia-born widow with no occupation listed.  Her son-in-
law, Will Branan, was a 45-year old Georgia-born magazine publisher.  Her daughter, Caroline, 
40, had been born in Texas and had no occupation listed. 
 
According to her 1947 death certificate, Myrtle Long Candler was living at 915 W. 22nd Street in 
Austin at the time of her death.  She was born in 1856 in Newnan, Georgia, and was a 
housewife.  She was buried in the Metairie Cemetery in Metairie, Louisiana. 
 

 
Obituary of Myrtle Candler 

Austin American, January 25, 1947 
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Bert C. and Verlie Williams (ca. 1942 – ca. 1948) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Bert C. and Verlie E. Williams living in a rented house on Rural 
Route 2, Austin.  Bert C. Williams was 42, had been born in Texas, and was an electrical 
contractor.  Verlie E. Williams was 40, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  
They had 4 children: Bert C., Jr.., 13; Eugene H., 10; William R., 8; and Flora M., 1.  All of the 
children had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Bert C. and Verlie Williams living in a house they owned worth 
$2,300 in Precinct 5 of Travis County.  Bert C. Williams was 52, had been born in Texas, and 
was an electrical contractor.  Verlie Williams was 50, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had 4 children: Bert, Jr, 23, a public school teacher; Eugene, 20, who 
had no occupation listed; Billy B., 18, laborer for the City power plant construction project; and 
Margaret, 11.  All of the children had been born in Texas.  The family had lived in Austin in 
1935. 
 

 
Obituary of Bert C. Williams 

Austin American, October 11, 1961 
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Funeral notice for Bert C. Williams 
Austin American, October 12, 1961 

 
 
Ella Pfennig (ca. 1950 – ca. 1980) 
Helmuth W. and Ella Pfennig are listed in the 1930 U.S. Census in Justice Precinct 4 of Travis 
County.  Helmuth W. Pfennig was 29, had been born in Texas, and was a farmer.  Ella Pfennig 
was 28, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had no children listed with 
them. 
 
Helmuth Pfennig died in 1935. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Ella Pfennig as a 38-year old Texas-born widow who owned her 
home worth $3,600 in San Antonio, Texas.  She did odd jobs in private homes.  She had a son, 
Helmuth W., 9; and a daughter, Eleanor A., 9, both of whom had been born in Texas. 
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Obituary of Ella Pfennig 

Austin American-Statesman, June 17, 2004 
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Building permit to James R. Jones to create a duplex in the house (1977) 

 
There was an application to demolish the building in 1983.  The house was remodeled to 
enclose a porch in 1993. 

 


