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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
OCTOBER 24, 2016
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2016-0719
1808 FORD STREET

PROPOSAL
Demolish a ca. 1953 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, irregular-plan, hipped-roof frame house with a partial-width, hipped-roof
independent porch on ornamental metal supports; multi-light metal-framed casement
windows with fixed-sash wraparound picture windows at the left front of the principal
entry.

RESEARCH

The house was built in 1953 by local builder R.C. Stovall, Jr. The first owners and
occupants were H. Comel and Dorothy Ward, who lived here from around 1953 to around
1957. H. Comel Ward was a mail carrier for the Post Office. The house was vacant in the
late 1950s, then owned by Richard D. and Ruth A. FitzGibbon in the early 1960s; he was in
the Air Force. The house then became a rental property, with tenants including a teacher
at the University of Texas, and a student. Around 1975, the house was purchased by
Tommy and Toni D. Anderson, who lived there through the 1990s. Tommy Anderson was a
mailer for the Austin American-Statesman.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, as this house, despite its current condition,
reflects the 1950s residential architecture of the street and is more ornate with its
wraparound windows than other houses of the same vintage on the street, but release the
permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for
archiving at the Austin History Center. The house has neither the architectural nor the
historical significance to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark.
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1808 Ford Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
October, 2016

1992 Tommy and Toni D. Anderson, owners
Foreman, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper.

1985-86 Tommy and Toni D. Anderson, owners
Foreman, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper.

1981 Tommy and Toni D. Anderson, owners
Mailer, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper.

1977 Tommy and Tina Anderson (not listed as owners)
Mailer, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper.

1973 Edward Botello, renter
No occupation listed
NOTE: The directory indicates that Edward Botello was a new resident at this
address.
NOTE: Tommy and Christine E. Anderson are listed at 908 Retama Street; he
was a clerk at the Austin American-Statesman, newspaper.

1968 Roger and Renee Fendrick, renters
Student

1965 Waneen Wyrick, renter
Teacher, University of Texas

1962 Richard D. and Ruth A. FitzGibbon, owners
U.S. Air Force

1959 Vacant

NOTE: Dorothy Ward, the widow of H. C. Ward, lived at 1900 Frazier Avenue;
she was an office secretary.

1955 H. Comel and Dorothy Ward, owners
Mail carrier, U.S Post Office

1954 H. Comel and Dorothy Ward, owners
Mail carrier, U.S. Post Office

1953 Under construction
NOTE: H. Comel and Dorothy Ward are not listed in the directory.
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Building permit to R.C. Stovall, Jr. for the construction of this house (1952)

Austin, Texas
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