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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 24, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0734 
1803 RIVERVIEW STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1941 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled stone-veneered house with a combination of 1:1 
and 6:6 fenestration in single and double configurations; central, shed-roofed entry hood. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1941 by L.L. McCandless, who later built and was the proprietor of 
the Terrace Motor Hotel on Congress Avenue.  The first occupants were renters, including a 
retail clerk at a downtown department store, and McCandless’ son, Clarence, and his wife, 
Audrey.  Clarence McCandless was a carpenter; he and Audrey lived here in the mid-1940s. 
Beginning around 1948, the house was rented by Vernon and Fay M. Perry, who lived here 
until around 1960.  Vernon Perry was related to the McCandless family, and worked as a 
carpenter for L.L. McCandless at the Terrace Motor Hotel.  His wife, Fay, was a waitress at 
the Night Hawk, and later managed the Terrace Apartments (at the old motor hotel), and 
was the “mother hen” to Austin musicians in the 1970s, including Willie Nelson. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any City survey to date. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house is notable in the neighborhood for its 
stark, pioneer style and ambience, and serves an affordable housing need, so every effort 
should be made to retain the house on-site, or to relocate it so it can be re-used. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1803 Riverview Street 
ca. 1941 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1803 Riverview Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2016 
 
1992  Vacant 
 
1985-86 Anselmo and Lucia C. Castro, renters 

Construction worker 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Anselmo and Lucia C. Castro were new 
residents at this address. 

 
1981  David Sorrano, renter 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is Marie Sorrano, no occupation shown. 
 
1977  Alfred and Irene Jurado, renters 

Alfred: Employed by Motorola, communications and electronics, 300 E. 
Huntland Drive. 

 
Irene:  Keypunch operator, Texas Municipal Retirement System. 

 
1973  Denise Jurdo, renter 

No occupation listed 
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1968  Lupe and Alice Maldonado, renters 

Dishwasher, Gondolier Motor Hotel, 1001 S. Interregional Highway. 
 
1965  Jose C. and Ester A. Esparza, owners 
  Cook, El Chico, restaurant, Hancock Shopping Center. 
 
1962  Jose C. and Ester A. Esparza, owners 
  Cook, Tarry Town Cafeteria, 2425 Exposition Boulevard. 
 
1959  Vernon S. and Fay M. Perry, renters 
  Carpenter, Terrace Motor Hotel, 1201 S. Congress Avenue. 
 
1955  Vernon S. and Fay M. Perry, renters 

Carpenter, L.L. McCandless, proprietor of the Terrace Motor Hotel, 1201 S. 
Congress Avenue. 

 
1952  Vernon S. and Fay M. Perry, renters 

Carpenter 
 
1949  Vernon and Fay Perry, renters 
  Carpenter 
 
1947  Clarence and Audrey McCandless, renters 
  Carpenter 
 
1944-45 Everett and Frances Teague, renters 

No occupation listed 
 
1942  P. Rush and Rose Wheeler, renters 
  Clerk, J.C. Penney, department store, 513-15 Congress Avenue. 
 
1941  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  P. Rush and Rose Wheeler are not listed in the directory. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Vernon S. and Fay Perry (ca. 1948 – ca. 1960) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Vernon Perry as a boarder in the home of Clarence and Mamie 
McCandless at 1910 Riverview Street in Austin.  Vernon Perry was 18, had been born in Texas, 
and was a carpenter’s helper.  He had lived in rural Travis County in 1935.  Clarence and 
Mamie McCandless were both 27, and both had been born in Texas.  Clarence McCandless 
was a carpenter; Mamie McCandless had no occupation listed.  They had 2 children: Morris 
Lee, 8; and Doris, 6.  The McCandless family had also lived in rural Travis County in 1935. 
 
His 1981 death certificate shows that Vernon Smith Perry was born in 1920 in Texas, and was 
living at 110 Academy Drive at the time of his death.  He was a carpenter.  His mother was the 
former Winnie McCandless. 
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Obituary of Vernon Perry 

Austin American-Statesman,January 18, 1981 
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Obituary of Fay Perry 

Austin American-Statesman, January 20, 2009 
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Building permit to L.L. McCandless for the construction of this house (1941) 

 
 


