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| RESOLUTION NO. |
WHER‘EAS,:on Auguét 3, 2015, the Mayor and Council referred an agenda
item to the Heéltfll’ and Human Services Committee (Committee) 'directing the
Committee to 'consi,dc:_f various data and issueg, including “City of Austin measures
| planned and taken to daté to control the population of cats and dogs in -
Austin/Travis éounty', manage animal shelter intakes and adhere to the ‘No Kill
Resolution;’” | ‘
" WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council also directed the Committee to
cbnsider “the pros and cons of instituting é spay/neﬁte‘r orc.linan.ce inbluding
enforéeability aﬁd fiscal impacts;” | |
WHEREAS, on January 13, 2016, the Committee heérd brieﬁng from the
. Animal Services Office (ASO) regarding reducing intake at the Austin Animél
‘Shelter, iﬁcluding a potential amendment to the City Code changing the permissive
spay/neuter on second impoundment to a permissive sp_éy/neuter on first
impoundment; |
WHEREAS, data from the Austin 311 Department shows there is a
disproportioﬁate number of calls from citizens livAing cast of IH 35 requesting that
| stray animals be picked up, al;d when admitted, these same animals impact
available kennel space at the Center;

WHEREAS, the topic of “spay/neuter'on,ﬁfst impoundment” has been on -



the égend'a of prior meetings by the Committee in January, August, and October |
2016, as well as the ag'enda of prior méetings by the Animal Advisory Commission
(Commission) in February, March, and September 2016; |

WHEREAS, ASO conducted a survey of owners of impdunded animals
‘from March 17, 2016 through September 6, 2016 and presented it to the
Commission on Septemb‘er 12, 2016, after which a motion was made to vote for
spay;/neuter on first impoundment if appropriate, and the vote was 5-4;
| WHEREAS, a review of ASO’s budgef 1dentifies two accounts, the Reclaim
S/N Deposit and Adoption S/N Deposit, funded by deposits from owners retrieving
an intact animal or adopting an intact animal; |

: ‘WHEREAS, these budget accoﬁnts provide a potential funding soufce to

permissively sterilize the number of intact animals on first impoundment admirtted
to ASO, wﬁile maintaining the ability of ASO to forego stcriliz;dtion as necessary
in the best interests of each animal;

WHEREAS, in situations when ASO (;annot meet the demand to
sbay/neuter animals, ASO has the abiiity to issue vouchers for spay/neuter to be
performed by Emancipet, other rescue partner organizations, and veterinarians |

contracted with ASO;



WHEREAS, a City Code amendment allowing for the permissive
spaying/neutering of animals on first impoundment will establish a multi-tiered
approach to reducing animal births in Austin in furtherance of the City’s ‘No Kill’
policy; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

The City Council instructs the City Manager to return to" Council on
November 10, 2016 with an amendment to Section 3-1-29 (Sterilization) of the
City Code as follows: “The city manager or the manager of an animal shelter may
sterilize an animal if it has been impounded one of more times- unless:

(1) the surgery could harm the animal due to the animal's age br health:

(2) prior to the expiration of the animal shelter's three-day hold period, the
animal's owner objects to the animal being steritized; or

- (3) the animal's surgery would require the animal to be held at the animal
shelter overnight and the animal shelter is at or beyond capacity at the time.’

ADOPTED: ~ ,2016 ATTEST:
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