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CITY OF AUSTIN
Board of Adjustment/Sign Review Board
Decision Sheet

DATE: Monday, September 28, 2016 CASE NUMBER: C15-2016-0083
¥ Brooke Bailey

—Y____Michael Benaglio
__Y___ William Burkhardt
_Y__ Eric Goff
__Y___ Melissa Hawthorne
—Y___ BryanKing
_0O___ Don Leighton-Burwell QUT
L____Rahm McDaniel LATE
__0O__  Melissa Neslund OUT
__Y_____James Valadez
___Y___ Michael Von Ohlen
__Y___Kelly Blume (Alternate)

OWNER/APPLICANT: Bridgette Brown
ADDRESS: 7504 CRESTON LN

VARIANCE REQUESTED: The applicant has requested a variance(s) from Section
25-2-899 (Fences as Accessory Uses) to permit a solid fence to be constructed in
excess of six feet average height or a maximum height of seven feet
(required/permitted) to 8 feet average height (requested) in order to maintain a
recently constructed 8 foot solid privacy fence in an “SF-3-NP”, Family Residence
- Neighborhood Plan zoning district. (Highland)

BOARD’S DECISION: POSTPONED TO NOVEMBER 14, 2016 BY STAFF TO
RESOLVE AUSTIN ENERGY ISSUES

FINDING:

1. The Zoning regulations applicable to the property do not allow for a reasonable use
because:

2. (a) The hardship for which the variance is requested is unique to the property in that:
(b) The hardship is not general to the area in which the property is located because:

3. The variance will not alter the character of the area adjacent to the property, will not
impair the use of adjacent conforming property, and will not impair the purpose of

ANZ
William Burkhardt
Chairman

Leane Heldenfels
Executive Liaison
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CITY OF AUSTIN

Development Services Department
One Texas Cenler | Phone: 512.978.4000
505 Barton Springs Road, Austin, Texas 78704

~

Board of Adjustment
General/Parking Variance Application

WARNING: Filing of this appeal stops all affected construction activity.

This application is a fillable PDF that can be completed electronically. To ensure your information is
saved, click here to Save the form to your computer, then open your copy and continue.

The Tab key may be used lo navigate to each field; Shift + Tab moves to the previous field. The Enter
key activates links, emails, and buttons. Use the Up & Down Arrow keys to scroll through drop-down
lists and check boxes, and hit Enter to make a selection.

The application must be complete and accurate prior to submittal. If more space is required, please
complete Section 6 as needed. All information is required (if applicable).

For Office Use Only

Case # CAS-20 W98 SHROW # Tax #

Section 1: Applicant Statement

Street Address: 7504 Creston Lane Austin, TX 78752
Subdivision Legal Description:

Lot(s): _____ Biock(s):
Outlot: ~ Division: Highland

Zoning District;

IWe Bridgette Berkes on behalf of myself/fourselves as
authorized agent for Bridgette Berkes._myself affirm that on
Month September ,Day 6 . Year 2016 , hereby apply for a hearing before the

Board of Adjustment for consideration to (select appropriate option below):
OErect OAttach OComplete ORemodel  ® Maintain O Other:
Type of Structure: 8 foot privacy fence

City of Austin | Board of Adjustment General/Parking Variance Application 09/11/2015 | Page 4 of 8



Portion of the City of Austin Land Development Code applicant is seeking a variance from: ) ;6
Section 25-2-899

Section 2: Variance Findings

The Board must determine the existence of, sufficiency of, and weight of evidence supporting the -
findings described below. Therefore, you must complete each of the applicable Findings Statements
as part of your application. Failure to do so may result in your application being rejected as
incomplete. Please attach any additional supporting documents.

NOTE: The Board cannot grant a variance that would provide the applicant with a special
privilege not enjoyed by others similarly situated or potentially similarly situated.

| contend that my entitlement to the requested variance is based an the following findings:

Reasonable Use
The zoning regulations applicable to the property do not allow for a reasonable use because:

_We would like to have consistent height across the perimeter of our fence line / yard, but &'

height would make it possible for someone (one of our children) to climb info our neighbors
yard With tie pool. Ve hiave young children and were fearful for their safely. Any one of hem
could-easity climboverthe preexisting-4'-chain-ink ferceura8fence, sowe feltan8'fence—
was-mueh-safer-in-this-regard-We-have-a lot-of-safety-and-erime-issues-in-our-neighberhoed——
We-have.an.enormous.and-growing-homeless population.and-have been the victim.of multiple—

ing church backyardasa

toilet, to touch on a few items. .

Hardship
a) The hardship for which the variance is requesled is unique to the property in that:

The hardship is unique to the property in that it is not usual to back up to a church while also
being adjacent to a pool on another side of the fence.

b) The hardship is not general to the area in which the property is located because:
The hardship is not general to the area in which the property is located because notall B
properties in our neighborhood have an unsecured pool next door and shared property Tine /

fénce abuthing a busy church.

City of Austin | Board of Adjusiment General/Parking Variance Applicalion 09/11/2015 | Page 5 of B
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Area Character ‘o’ 4 (p
The variance will not alter the character of the area adjacent to the property, will not impair the use -+ .
adjacent conforming property, and will not impair the purpose of the regulations of the zoning district

in which the property is located because:

We have collected 100% of the required 80% signatures from all of our neighbors within 300
linear feet of our property line and all agree to our 8 fence, allowing us to request this variance.

While' we did ot realize wé needed a permit 1o build The Tence, we did talk to our Nelgnbors
before-we begamtogettheiropinions7-input-because thatisthe meighborly thingtodo

Parking (additional criteria for parking variances only)

Request for a parking variance requires the Board to make additional findings. The Board may grant
a variance to a regulation prescribed in the City of Austin Land Development Code Chapter 25-6,
Appendix A with respect to the number of off-street parking spaces or loading facilities required if it
makes findings of fact that the following additional circumstances also apply:

1. Neither present nor anticipated future traffic volumes generated by the use of the site or the
uses of sites in the vicinity reasonably require strict or litera! interpretation and enforcement of
the specific regulation because:

2, The granting of this variance will not result in the parking or loading of vehicles on public
streets in such a manner as to interfere with the free flow of traffic of the streets because:

3. The granling of this variance will not create a safety hazard or any other condition inconsistent
with the objectives of this Ordinance because:

4. The variance will run with the use or uses to which it pertains and shall not run with the site
because:

City of Austin | Board of Adjusiment General/Parking Variance Application 09/11/2015 | Page 6 of B



Additional Space {continued) ‘ ¢

Our decision to build an 8' fence wasn't just about privacy for our family. We were concerned about
security issues because of our proximity to 183 and 135 with the large and growing homeless
population at our backdoor, Titerally. Tn addition, and equally worrisome, was that one of our
mmediate heighbars 1as an unsecured pool. The pool crealed a ol of anxiely for me because we
“haveryoung;-agilechildren-able-to-easilyclimb-fences=but they-are-not-seasoned-swimmers-tages-
2-7-0)-The-new-fence-has-not-enly-decreased-the-constant-hum of the-135-and-183-bul-lessens—
the noise our pet rooster, to.the benefit of our neighbors_Safety, privacy,_and.noise_reduction_have _

improved the quality of our family life!

The preexisting 4' chain link fence was ugly, easy to climb over, and afforded absolutely no privacy.
"While We have sympathy for our Romeless, especially our homeless velerans, we hiave been
Tobbed ormmuitipleoceasions and - wehavethree daughtersard-a-young somto-protect-We didn't—
-ask-any-of-our-neighbersfor-meney-but-we-did-ask-them-for-their-permission-and-we-are————
Submitting-100%-ot the-80%-signatures-required. \We-aren't-hurting-anyone-and-the-fence-is———
. ; ular basis | bl th it ¢ I
with our neighbors weli in advance and asked for their input / permission and signatures. We spent
a lot of money and we didn't proceed without the advise and permission of those that would be
‘affecled; it would really be a shame to compromise the security we naw have for our family. For the
Tirst e T a long time, we feel safe on our property. Whilg our cars may get broKen Inlo, our Back
yardis-secure-it's-unfortunate-thatproperty-taxes-are-forcing-familiesto-leavetown:-butourcityis—
-becoming-more-unsafe-and-eur-hemeless-population-is-growing--Please-have-empathy-ard —— -
imagine being.in our sifuation, .with a young family .in an increasingly.dangerous neighhorhood 1
love this old house and my neighborhood!
As the mother of four children, with a full time job outside the home, this process has been difficult
{o manage and very stressful.

‘Updated-crimeTeportscan be viewed -here; www.aostintexas goviservicelcrine viewer

-Fhank-you-foryour-time-and-consideration

Bridgette Berkes
7504 Creston Lane
Austin,TX78752 ' o

SAVE |

City of Austin | Board of Adjustment GenerallParking Variance Application 09/M11/2015 | Page 8 of 8
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Section 3: Applicant Certificate

| affirm that my statements contained in the complete application are true and correct to the best of
my knowledge and beligf.

Applicant Signature: - ___ Date: 07-13-2016
Applicant Name (typed or printed): Brid ggng D gﬂggs

Applicant Mailing Address: 7504 Crestone Lane. ~ B —
City: Austin State: TX le 78752

Phone (will be public information). 512-909-7437
Email {optional - will be public information): bberkesbrown@amail.com

Section 4: Owner Certificate

I affirm that my statements contained in the complete application are true and correct to the best of
my knowledge and belief.

Owner Signature: __ _E gﬂﬁ’ El = ” = Date: 07-13-2016

Owner Name (typed or printed): Bridgelte-D.-Berkes- S - o
Owner Mailing Address: 7504 Creston Lane ) ISV
City: Austin - _ __ State: TX o ey le 7_152
Phone (will be public information): 512-909-7437 o .
Email (optional — will be public information): bberkesbrown@amail.com e e e T

Section 5: Agent Information

Agent Name:
Agent Mailing Address:
City: State: Zip.

Phane (will be public information):

Email (optional - will be public information):

Section 6: Additional Space (if applicable)

Please use the space below to provide additional information as needed. To ensure the information is
referenced to the proper item, include the Section and Field names as well (continued on next page).

Qur decision to build an 8 foot fence wasn't just about privacy for our family. We were concerned
about security issues because of our proximity to 183 and 135 with the farge homeless population
‘at our backdoor. Tn addifion, one of our Immediate neignbors has a pool which creales a great deal

of anxiety because -we have young;-agile childremabletoeasilytlimb-fences but ot swim-Fhe——

-feﬂee—h&s—nat—enly—deereased—the—eens%aﬂt—humHhe-lntefstate-and 483 butmiligates-the-noise—

Ctty of Austm | Board of Ad}ustment Genera!lParkmg Vanance Application 09/11/2015 | Page 7 of 8



Ry fr—

r




EATCL AR s
-.-}N ':.,‘v‘ * it
]
















m.f. m oAy

Rt Ao USEEN

NG RS 3
r... At

{ ﬁ 4
T

SRS . ___ um.
Cow SHTEEEERED ]




By e aneer

g

.




65/24/2016 ©2:05

June §, 2016

RE: Qollection of Signatures for waiver of variance application fee
TO: Lpane Heldenfels (fax: 512-874-6305), 7 pages (Including this one)

Ms. L#ne Heldenfals,

fternoon! | hope this correspondence finds you happy and well.

Guessfwhat? We have signatures of ALL of the homeowners within a 300
ius of our property line (per the map you graciously provided),
exceply for the townhomes at Summerwind. | emailed the Board at
Summerwind at the end of last week, but as vet have not heard back
(thougR I expect | might as the property manager was very positive and
seemefl to think | would hear something soon).

¥ the fhome address had two homeowners listed, | obtained both
signatyres. There was only one rental home but | was able to find the

owner gnd get her signature.

We argleager and anxious to move forward with your guidance.

The ingpector mentioned that we needed a variance for the back of the
proper which abuts the church and you said we did not. Who has the final
ant to be sure | am requesting exactly what | need, because the

say? |

funds not available to make changes once the request is submitted.

| do appreciate your help and your patience while we gathered the
signatufes.

Sincergly,

Bridgetje Berkes
7504 Cleston Lane
Austin,
512-909-7437
bberkegbrown@gmail.com

4534 BRIDGETTE PAGE &
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