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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
NOVEMBER 21, 2016 

NRD-2016-0086 
1004 Maufrais Street 

West Line 
PROPOSAL 

Construct a second-story addition and a new detached garage. 
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The applicant proposes the construction of two additions – a 480-square foot ground floor 
addition to the front of the house under the existing front-gabled porch, and a second-story 
addition that will be 1,100 square feet.  The applicant further proposes the construction of a 
one-story, 500-square foot detached garage at the back of the lot. 
The proposed additions will match existing materials in terms of siding and window 
configuration; the second-story addition will have a hipped roof.  The detached garage will 
have a front-gabled roof. 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The West Line National Register Historic District has no design guidelines for additions.  
The existing house is not contributing to the historic district.  General design principles for 
historic districts encourage second-story additions to be placed at the rear of the existing 
house with at least a 15-foot setback from the front wall, using materials that are 
compatible with the existing house and the traditional materials of the historic district, and 
not making changes to the front of the house.  The general design principle in play here is 
to not make a non-contributing house even more non-contributing. 
RESEARCH 

The ca. 1950 house was built by Fancher and Evelyn Archer, a husband-and-wife team of 
attorneys, who lived here until the early 1960s.  The house was then a rental property 
owned by the Archers until they divorced in1968; in 1965, it was converted to a duplex.  
Renters since that time have included the proprietor of a small engine repair shop and his 
wife. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

The house is currently non-contributing, and the addition will not affect that status.  The 
appearance of the house seems to have been significantly modified over the years, so that 
the proposed addition will not obscure historic architecture.  Staff recommends release of 
the permit as proposed. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1004 Maufrais Street 
ca. 1950 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1004 Maufrais Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2016 
 
1992  A: Daniel and Paula Johnson, renters 

Proprietor, Dan’s Small Engine Repair (not listed in the directory) 
  B: Brian Bilian, renter 
   Student 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Brian Bilian was a new resident at 
this address. 

 
1985-86 A: Daniel Johnson, renter 

Manager, Buck & Brothers Small Engine Repair, 4718 Burnet Road. 
  B: Vacant 
 
1981  A: Daniel Johnson, renter 
   No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Daniel Johnson was a new resident 
at this address. 

  B: Vacant 
 
1977  A: No return 
  B: Terrill Birknes, renter 
   No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Terrill Birknes was a new resident at 
this address. 
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1973  A: Karen A. Kuddes, renter 
   No occupation listed 
  B: Claude Pollard, renter 

No occupation listed 
 
1968  Jean Withers, renter 
  Clerk 
 
1965  W.T. McCown, Jr., renter 
  Salesman, Jack Stableford Pontiac, 1014-20 N. Lamar Boulevard. 
 
1961  Fancher S. and Evelyn Archer, owners 
  Proprietors, Archer & Archer, attorneys, 206 Littlefield Building. 
 
1957  Fancher S. and Evelyn Archer, owners 
  Proprietors, Archer & Archer, attorneys, 206 Littlefield Building. 
 
1953  Fancher S. and Evelyn Archer, owners 
  Proprietors, Archer & Archer, attorneys, 824 Littlefield Building. 
 
1952  Fancher S. and Evelyn Archer, owners 
  Attorneys, 307 W. 12th Street. 

 
1949  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Fancher and Evelyn Archer are listed at an un-numbered house on Little 
Walnut Drive; they were attorneys with offices at 307 W. 12th Street. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Fancher S. and Evelyn Archer (ca. 1950 – ca. 1963) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Fancher S. and Evelyn L. Archer as the renters of a house in 
Rockport, Texas.  Fancher S. Archer was 26, had been born in Texas, and was an attorney.  
Evelyn L. Archer was 26, had been born in Texas, and was an attorney.  They had lived in 
Austin in 1935. 
 
Fancher Samuel Archer and Evelyn Ione Archer were married in 1938 and divorced in Travis 
County in 1968. 
 
Evelyn Ione Archer died in 1973 and is buried in Austin.  Fancher Archer died in 2008 in Fort 
Worth, and is buried in Azle, Texas. 
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News article on Mr. and Mrs. Fancher Archer 
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Austin American-Statesman, March 16, 1958 

 

 
Austin Statesman, March 11, 1964 
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Obituary of Evelyn Archer 

Austin Statesman, October 15, 1973 
 
 

 
Building permit to Fancher Archer for this house (1950) 
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Water service permit to Fancher Archer for this house (1950) 

 

 
Sewer connection application to Fancher Archer for this house (1950) 
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Building permit to Fancher Archer to create a duplex (1965) 

 
There was a permit for a change of use from a duplex to a single family residence and 
remodeling in 1996.  A bedroom was added to the rear of the house in 2001. 
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