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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
NOVEMBER 21, 2016
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2016-0822
3513 E. CESAR CHAVEZ STREET

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1946 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, Tudor Revival-styled multi-gabled stuccoed frame house with a new standing-
seam metal roof, a round-arched vestibule, and single and paired 1:1 fenestration.

RESEARCH

Documentary evidence seems to suggest a 1946 construction date for this house, but staff
believes that the house is likely earlier, as it reflects the Tudor Revival design more popular
before World War II than afterwards. The first known owners and occupants were James
Lauren Johnston and his wife, Paula, who lived here for many years. dJames Lauren
Johnston went into the flooring business, and had his office and woodworks in (possibly) a
separate building on this property. His father had also been in the wood flooring business,
and James Lauren Johnston’s first listings in the city directories for this business show his
father, Leroy L. Johnston, as a partner in the business. James Lauren Johnston passed
away in 1972; his widow, Paula, continued to live here through the 1990s.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Postpone to December 19, 2016 to fully evaluate alternatives to demolition of the house,
which is an excellent example of Tudor Revival style, and appears to be in very good
condition, with a brand new standing-seam metal roof. If the Commission does not vote to
postpone, then staff must recommend release of the permit upon completion of a City of
Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned
sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. In an area
of the city with very few historic-age houses of this caliber, it seems much more important
to reconsider demolition in favor of rehabilitation and adaptive re-use. The other building
on the site, a stuccoed former house with very few windows, does not have any historical or
architectural significance, and staff recommends release of that permit.
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3513 E. Cesar Chavez Street
ca. 1946

This house is vacant — it actually faces Red Bluff Drive, but mail found on the ground at the site indicates
its address is 3513 E. Cesar Chavez Street.
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Stuccoed building (former house) to the west of the house — with a residential-style carport bearing the
house number of 3513. There are only two un-stuccoed windows on this building.




East side of the stuccoed former house to the west of the house.

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
3513 E. Cesar Chavez Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
November, 2016

1992

1985-86

1981

1977

1973

1968

1965

Paula C. Johnston, owner
Retired

Paula C. Johnston, owner
Retired

Paula C. Johnston, owner
No occupation listed

Paula C. Johnston, owner
Widow, J. Lauren Johnston
No occupation listed

Paula C. Johnston, owner
Widow, J. Lauren Johnston
No occupation listed

J. Lauren and Paula C. Johnston, owners
Proprietors, Johnston Wood Floor Company (at the house)

James L. and Paula C. Johnston, owners
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Proprietors, Johnston Wood Floor Company, finishing contractors (at the house)
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1961 James L. and Paula Johnston, owners
Proprietors, Johnston Wood Floor Company, finishing contractors (at the house)

1957 James L. and Paula Johnston, owners
Proprietor (with Leroy L. Johnston), Johnston Wood Floor Company (at the
house.
NOTE: Leroy L. (and Ella L.) Johnston lived at 3421 E. 1% Street.

1953 James L. and Paula C. Johnston, owners
Proprietor (with Leroy L. Johnston), Johnston Wood Floor Company (at the
house)

1952 James L. and Paula Johnston, owners
Proprietor (with Leroy L. Johnston), Johnston Wood Floor Company (at the
house).

1949 The address is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: James L. and Paula C. Johnston are not listed in the directory.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:

James Lauren and Paula C. Johnston (ca. 1946 -)

The 1940 U.S. Census shows James L. Johnston as the 22-year old son of L.R. and Ella L.
Johnston who rented their house at 1903 Canterbury Street in Austin. James L. Johnston was
born in Kansas and was a helper in a floor contracting business. His father, L.L. Johnston, 48,
had been born in Arkansas, and was a floor contractor. His mother, Ella Johnston, 48, had
been born in Kansas, and had no occupation listed. The family had lived in San Antonio in
1935.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows Lauren Johnston as the 12-year old son of Leroy R. and Lois
Johnston of San Antonio. Leroy Johnston was a floor contractor. Lauren was their only child.
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i For 20 years he hasl been
?C’hie ~Aviation’ '_'Wﬁiﬁr
,Ofﬂcer of the U. 8§ Na‘n@l[
;Reserre. He was a Vewran of
|World War il .

. Survivors mt.lude his widow,.
‘Mrs. Paula Cranford Johnston
of Austun; a daughter, Mrs.
Kenneth  (Paula  Maureen)|
Keller of San Antonio; a!
granddaughter, Kimberly
Kathlcen Keller of San Antonio;
his parent, Mr.and Mrs. Leel
Roy Johnston of Austin, B

The body will lie in state at‘J
Witke - Clay Funeral Home '
be;;inning Thursday evening;’
services  are scheduled:
tentatively for Saturday, 2 p.m. " i
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Obituary of James Lauren Johnston
Austin American, March 23, 1972
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WATER SERVICE PERMIT 20150+ 22
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Austin, Texas O L o . 2?3
_ Recewed of . Hiram Mcedy . ... Date 9 -Q-43 -
T
Tiins 50t 80 Bast Terstrest. &C’Ez{/&é (%ayfz = |
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Water service permit for this address (1943)
SANITARY SEWER SERVICE PERMLT No. 21362
Austin, Texas
Received of LL. Johnson Date _10/1/1946
Address - 3513 E. lst.
Amount 5
Builder or Owner J,L. Johnson Plumber
Lot 75'x%200" Block 0,L, 16 Subdivision E.H. Deats Plat No. 264
res,
Date of Connection 4/25/1947 " 398
By City 93' yw of My 4in Ist 'E & ] - px
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Book No. A-1660 E E .,% i E '§ E’.ﬂ E E E §‘ E ‘}:: }i oo
Paving Cut No. h: AT ) A % -
s ||| 117

Sewer service permit to J.L. Johnston for this address (1946)



