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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 21, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0797 
914 E. 39TH STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1948 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, L-plan frame house with a partial-width front-gabled entry hood; single and 
paired 1:1 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1948 by Leroy and LaVerne Sakewitz, who lived here until around 
1960.  Leroy Sakewitz grew up in rural Travis County, the son of a cotton farmer.  Leroy 
was an operator for the State Highway Department fur the time that he and LaVerne lived 
in this house; LaVerne Sakewitz worked as a book-keeper for Joe Koen & Son, jewelers, on 
E. 6th Street. 
Around 1960, the house was purchased by Arthur and Lula Kelleher, who lived here until 
around 1980.  Arthur Kelleher was a deputy clerk in the Travis County Tax Assessor’s 
Office. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any City survey to date. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house does not have the necessary 
architectural or historical significance to warrant individual designation as a historic 
landmark, but is typical of post-World War II residential design, and every effort to re-use 
this house should be made before resorting to demolition. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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914 E. 39th Street 
ca. 1948 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
914 E. 39th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2016 
 
1992  Mark B. Donaldson, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 Mark B. Donaldson, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Mark B. Donaldson was a new resident at 
this address. 

 
1981  The address is not listed in the directory. 
 
1977  Arthur J. Kelleher, owner 

Retired 
 
1973  Arthur J. Kelleher, owner 

Deputy clerk, Travis County Tax Assessor’s Office 
 
1968  Arthur J. and Lula L. Kelleher, owners 

Deputy clerk, Travis County Tax Assessor’s Office 
 
1965  Arthur J. and Lula L. Kelleher, owners 
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Deputy clerk, Travis County Tax Assessor’s Office 

 
1961  Arthur J. and Lula L. Kelleher, owners 

Deputy clerk, Travis County Tax Assessor’s Office 
Also listed is Dan F. Kelleher, a teacher. 

 
1959  Leroy A. LaVern Sakewitz, owners 

Leroy: Operator, State Highway Department 
LaVern: Book-keeper, Joe Koen & Son, jewelers, 105 E. 6th Street. 

 
1957  Leroy A. LaVern Sakewitz, owners 

Leroy: Operator, State Highway Department 
LaVern: Book-keeper, Joe Koen & Son, jewelers, 105 E. 6th Street. 

 
1953  Leroy A. and Laverne Sakewitz, owners 

Leroy:  Operator, State Highway Department 
Laverne: Book-keeper, Joe Koen & Son, jewelers, 105 E. 6th Street. 

 
1949  Leroy A. and Laverne Sakewitz, owners 

Leroy:  Operator, State Highway Department 
Laverne: Book-keeper, Joe Koen & Son, jewelers, 105 E. 6th Street. 

 
1947  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Leroy and Laverne Sakewitz are listed at 1703 Virginia Avenue.  He was 
a laborer for the State Highway Department; she was a book-keeper for Joe 
Koen & Son, jewelers, 105 E. 6th Street. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Leroy and Laverne Sakewitz (ca. 1948 – ca. 1960) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Leroy Sakewitz as the 15-year old son of Willie and Bertha 
Sakewitz, who rented their house in Precinct 2 of Travis County.  Leroy Sakewitz had been born 
in Texas and had no occupation listed.  His father, Willie Sakewitz, 42, had been born in Texas 
to German-born parents and was a cotton farmer.  His mother, Bertha Sakewitz, 39, had been 
born in Texas to German-born parents and had no occupat8ion listed.  Leroy had an older 
brother, Herman, 19, who had been born in Texas and had no occupation listed. 
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Obituary of Leroy Sakewitz 

Austin American-Statesman, October 21, 1996 
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Obituary of LaVerne Sakewitz 

Austin American-Statesman, April 15, 2000 
 
Arthur and Lula Kelleher (ca. 1960 – ca. 1980) 
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The 1940 U.S. Census shows Arthur J. and Lula Kelleher as the owners of the house at 1704 E. 
22nd Street in Austin; that house was worth $3,000.  Arthur Kelleher was 52, had been born in 
Texas, and was a cotton buyer.  Lula Kelleher was 47, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had a son, Daniel, 5. 
 
Her 1973 death certificate shows that Lula Lee Kelleher was living in this house at the time of 
her death.  She was born in 1895 in Texas, and was a homemaker. 
 
His 1981 death certificate shows that Arthur Joseph Kelleher’s principal address was at this 
house, but that he was living in a nursing home at the time of his death.  He was a Texas-born 
cotton classer for the U.S. Government, and a widower. 

 
Obituary of Lula Kelleher 

Austin American-Statesman, March 11, 1973 
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Obituary of Arthur Kelleher 

Austin American-Statesman, May 7, 1981 

 
Building permit to Laverne and Leroy Sakewitz for the construction of this house (1948) 
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Water service permit for this address (1948) 

 

 
Sewer service permit for this address (1948) 

 
 


