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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 

 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2016-0120 HLC DATE:  December 19, 2016 
 PC DATE:   
     
APPLICANTS:  Tadd and Holly Lanham, owners 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Darnall House 
 
WATERSHED:  Shoal Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  2805 Wooldridge Drive 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from single family residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) combining district to single 
family residence – Historic Landmark – neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district 
zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
Architecture and historical associations. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive 
Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Pemberton Heights Neighborhood Association. 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
The ca. 1941 Darnall House is one of the earliest, if not the first, International Style house 
in Austin.  Designed by Fehr and Granger, a locally prominent architectural firm, noted 
particularly for their later International Style and mid-century Modern buildings in Austin, 
several of which are designated historic landmarks. 
The International Style has its origins in Europe in the 1920s and 1930s, particularly 
among the practitioners of the Bauhaus School of design in pre-Nazi Germany.  The 
American proponents of the International Style included nationally-known architects such 
as Henry-Russell Hitchcock, Frank Lloyd Wright, and Philip Johnson, all of whom designed 
buildings which have become icons of modern American architecture.  The principles of 
International Style design include the use of rectilinear forms, a surface devoid of applied 
ornamentation, the extensive use of glass and steel, particularly in long, horizontal bands of 
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windows, and cantilevered forms.  In the United States, the International Style was applied 
more commonly to commercial buildings than to residential designs. 
The Darnall House is a two-story, stone-veneered house that features all of the hallmarks 
of the International Style: a blocky composition, flat or low-slung roof, horizontal bands of 
windows, and a plain exterior.  The exterior and design of the Darnall House is completely 
intact; the house is currently undergoing an interior restoration that includes the 
restoration of the original steel casement windows.  The house has Cordova Cream 
limestone exterior walls, steel casement windows, and D’Hanis tile, as well as the flowing 
floorplan favored by designers of the International Style.  Fehr and Granger’s design for 
this house was executed by local builder Ernest Parker, who built many homes in 
Pemberton Heights and other neighborhoods in West Austin. 
Historical Associations: 
The house was designed and built for Dr. Charles Milton Darnall and his wife Gertrude 
“Queenie” who lived here until they sold it to the present owners.  Dr. Darnall was born in 
Llano, Texas, the son of a local physician and proprietor of the local pharmacy.  He 
graduated from high school in Llano and came to Austin to attend the University of Texas.  
While in Austin, he worked at Brackenridge Hospital to help with his educational expenses 
and experiences.  After earning his medical degree from the University of Texas, Dr. 
Darnall entered his internship at the Medical and Surgical Hospital of San Antonio.  From 
there, he was awarded a fellowship at the Mayo Clinic in Minnesota, where he met and 
married his wife, the former Gertrude “Queenie” Miller of North Dakota.  Queenie Miller 
trained to be a nurse in Rochester, Minnesota, the home of the Mayo Clinic.  They married 
in 1933, and settled in  Austin in 1934, where Dr. Darnall established his practice in the 
Norwood Building, later the Capital National Bank building at 114 W. 7th Street.  After 
serving in World War II, Dr. Darnall came back to Austin and established a medical 
practice with Dr. Horace Cromer, who had also been trained at the Mayo Clinic.  Two more 
Mayo Clinic-trained doctors joined the practice in the late 1950s, and eventually, they 
outgrew their downtown offices, and moved to the new Medical Park Tower on W. 35th 
Street.  Their practice became known as the Capital Medical Clinic. 
 
Dr. Darnall and his wife were very active in civic and professional affairs in Austin, 
including the Austin Society of Internal Medicine, the American Medical Association, the 
Texas Medical Association, and other local groups.  Dr. Darnall also served as the chief of 
medical services at Seton Hospital.  Queenie Darnall was very active in the Junior League 
and several organizations associated with St. David’s Episcopal Church, including the 
establishment of the Next-to-New Shop, a thrift store that is still located on Burnet Road. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  0217000411 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  .57AC BLK 3 JONES & SEDWICK 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $8,500 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,500 
(capped). 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $1,237,350 
 
PRESENT USE:  Single family residence 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
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PRESENT OWNERS:   
Tadd and Holly Lanham 
2805 Wooldridge Drive 
Austin, Texas 78703 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1941 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  None.  The house is currently undergoing an interior 
restoration, including the restoration of the original steel casement windows. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Dr. Charles Milton and Gertrude “Queenie” Darnall (1940) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   Contributing to the Old West Austin National 
Register Historic District. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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Obituary of Dr. Charles M. Darnell 
Austin American-Statesman, February 18, 1984 
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