
Recommendation for 
Water & Wastewater Commission  

Commission 
Meeting 
Date:   

 
January 11, 2017 

Council 
Meeting 
Date:   

 
January 26, 2017 

Department: 
 

Public Works 
SUBJECT

Authorize execution of a construction contract with M. A. SMITH CONTRACTING INC, 
for Gonzales Lift Station Abandonment Project in the amount of $1,173,936.60 plus an 
$117,393.60 contingency, for a total contract amount not to exceed $1,291,330.20. 
(District 3) 

 AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING

Funding is available in the Fiscal Year 2016-2017 Capital Budget of Austin Water. 
 

Purchasing 
Language: 

Lowest responsive bid of five bids received through a competitive Invitation 
for Bid solicitation. 

Prior Council 
Action: 

 
N/A 

 
For More 
Information: 

 
Tony L. Lopez, 512-974-6581; Roger Brown, 512-972-0247; Rolando 
Fernandez, 512-974-7749; Sarah Torchin, 512-974-7141: Denise Avery, 
512-972-0104 

 
Boards and 
Commission 
Action: 

 

 
January 11, 2016- To be reviewed by the Water and Wastewater 
Commission. 
 

 
 
MBE/WBE: 

This contract will be awarded in compliance with City Code Chapter 2-9A 
of the City Code (Minority Owned and Women Owned Business Enterprise 
Procurement Program) by meeting the goals with 8.23% MBE and 0.81% 
WBE subcontractor participation. 

 
 
 



The Gonzales Lift Station was constructed in the 1950s and is the oldest lift station 
operated by the City of Austin. Austin Water’s Asset Management Report shows the 
facility has reached the end of its useful life and is experiencing odor and corrosion 
problems. The station is at a high risk of not having enough capacity during a wet 
weather event and has the potential for increased inflow. 
 
This project will divert the flows from this station to a gravity sewer main in the proximity 
and abandon the facility according to standard procedures. The work includes 
construction of an 18-inch gravity wastewater main, some by open trench and some in 
steel encasement pipe.  
 
A delay executing this contract will result in prolonging a less efficient system and the 
potential for failures and/or additional costs for interim maintenance. 
 
Due to the potential for unforeseen conditions in this old facility, a 10% contingency in 
funding has been included to allow for the expeditious processing of any change orders.  
A contingency is an additional amount of money added to the construction budget to 
cover any unforeseen construction costs associated with the project. 
 
The contract allows 210 calendar days for completion of this project.  This project is 
located within zip code 78702 (District 3), and is managed by the Public Works 
Department. 
 
M.A. Smith Contracting Inc. is located in Austin, TX. 
 
 
 
M/WBE Summary – Construction Contract w/contingency 
 
Public notice was given for this solicitation, CLMC615 Gonzales Lift Station 
Abandonment Project, through the City’s Vendor Connection web portal which resulted 
in 156 contractors receiving notification and 84 contractors obtaining the bid documents. 
Five bids were received and opened on November 10, 2016.  Four of five bids received 
were certified MBE/WBE firms. M.A. Smith Contracting Inc. submitted the lowest 
responsive bid of 5 bids received: 
 
M.A. Smith Contracting Inc., Austin, TX    $1,173,936.60 
(MH) Santa Clara Construction Ltd, Austin, TX   $1,343,423.00 
(FH) Underground Water Solutions Co., Elgin, TX  $1,407,707.00 
(MH) Central Road & Utility, Austin, TX     $1,797,443.80 
(MH) Muniz Concrete & Contracting, Inc., Austin, TX  $1,919,376.60 
 
The contractor’s choice of work methodology provides for 14 areas of subcontracting 
opportunities which are listed below.  Participation subgoals stated in the solicitation 
were 2.76% African American; 4.58% Hispanic; 0.59% Native/Asian, 0.79% WBE.  
Total participation estimated on base bid amount of $1,173,936.60: 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
NON M/WBE – PRIME    $1,068,036.60  90.93%  
M. A. Smith Contracting Inc., Austin, TX  $1,068,036.60  90.93% 
   
MBE TOTAL – SUBCONTRACTORS  $96,000              8.23% 
 
African American Subtotal    $34,000              2.90% 
(MB) Avery Lawn Care & Landscaping LLC, $30,000              2.56% 
Round Rock (Erosion Control Services)  
(MB) Sammie J Kellough, Austin, TX  $4,000              0.34% 
(Hauling Services) 
  
Hispanic Subtotal     $55,000              4.69% 
 (MH) Mars Industries LLC, Cedar Creek, TX $55,000              4.69% 
(Pipe PVC) 
 
Native/Asian Subtotal    $7,000              0.64% 
(FA) Marie's Trucking, Austin, TX   $7,000              0.64% 
(Hauling Services) 
 
WBE TOTAL – SUBCONTRACTORS  $9,500              0.81% 
(FA) Get It Clean. Inc., Austin, TX             $9,000              0.77% 
(Manholes, and Manhole. Covers) 
(FW) Liquid Waste Solutions, LLC, Buda TX $500               0.04% 
  
NON M/WBE TOTAL – SUBCONTRACTORS $400              0.03% 
W & C Surveying, LLC, Round Rock, TX  $50              0.004% 
(Surveying Services) 
Xylem Dewatering Solutions Inc.,                       $50              0.004% 
Chinn Grove, TX (Pumps, Centrifugal)  
National Works Inc., Luling, TX             $50              0.004% 
(Manholes, Construction)  
TRP Construction Group, LLC, Fort Worth, TX $50              0.004% 
(Construction Services) 
Bryant & Frey Construction Co Inc., Waco, TX $50              0.004% 
(Boring, Drilling. Testing) 
Redi-Mix, LLC, Austin, TX    $50              0.004% 
(Concrete, Ready Mix) 
Lauren Concrete, Austin, TX   $50              0.004% 
(Concrete, Ready Mix) 
Texas Concrete Material LTD, Del Valle, TX $50              0.004% 
(Concrete) 
 
The Contractor submitted a MBE/WBE Compliance Plan that met the goals of the 
solicitation and was approved by the Small & Minority Business Resources Department.  
Second and third low bidder information is provided. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SECOND BIDDER - (MH) Santa Clara Construction Ltd, Austin, TX $1,343,423.00 
76.61% MBE prime participation; 4.62% African American; 5.00% Hispanic; 0.63% 
Native/Asian; 2.21% WBE; 10.93% Non M/WBE subcontractor participation. 
  
THIRD BIDDER - Underground Water Solutions Co., Elgin, TX $1,407,707.00 
60.24% WBE prime participation; 2.78% African American; 4.77% Hispanic; 4.20% 
Native/Asian; 0.80% WBE; 27.21% Non M/WBE subcontractor participation. 
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