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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JANUARY 23, 2017 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0914 
1505 FOREST TRAIL 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1937 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, U-plan, hipped-roof, brick-veneered house; the house has “weeping” mortar as 
well as corners of rubble volcanic stone veneer; single 1:1 fenestration with wood screens 
with a 4:4 configuration; central, stone chimney. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1937 by Charles E. Green, the managing editor of the Austin 
American-Statesman newspaper while he was still single.  Green lived here until he 
married in 1941, and moved to a house on Mountain View Road.  Besides being the editor of 
the Statesman, Green was the founder of the Headliners Club, and a long-time supporter 
and friend of Lyndon Johnson.  This house was purchased by George Davis Crow and his 
wife Olive, who had moved to Austin from Dallas.  George Davis Crow was a native of 
North Carolina and had been a manager of the Federal Reserve Bank in Dallas for many 
years before he moved to Austin, but appears to have been retired here; he did not list an 
occupation in the Austin city directories.  After he died in 1946, his widow, Olive, continued 
to live here until around 1951. 
The house was a rental property in the mid-1950s, then purchased by Robert B. and Edna 
Mae Lindsey, who lived here from around 1955 to around 1970.  Robert B. Lindsey worked 
for many years for the Texas Employment Commission, starting in Wichita Falls and 
moving to San Antonio before moving to Austin and this house.  After Robert B. Lindsey 
died in 1962, Edna Mae continued to live here until around 1975, with a new husband, 
Richard Hernaund. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Postpone to February 27, 2017 to fully evaluate alternatives to demolition and to further 
research the history of the house.  The house is a unique example of its style and materials 
for construction and has probable historical significance that warrants further 
investigation. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1505 Forest Trail 
ca. 1936 
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Weeping mortar and stone corner 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1505 Forest Trail 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
January, 2017 
 
1992  John A. Bartte, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that John A. Bartte was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 No return 
 
1981  No return 
 
1977  No return 
 
1973  Richard and Edna M. Hernaund, owners 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Richard and Edna M. Hernaund were new 
residents at this address. 

 
1968  Edna M. Lindsey, owner 
  Widow, Robert B. Lindsey 
  Employed by the public schools 
 
1965  Edna M. Lindsey, owner 
  Widow, Robert B. Lindsey 

No occupation listed 
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1961  Robert B. and Edna M. Lindsey, owners 

Department chief, Texas Employment Commission 
 
1957  Robert B. and Mae Lindsey, owners 
  Assistant department chief, State Employment Commission 
 
1955  Gifford E. and Sarah White, owners 
  Proprietor, White Instrument Laboratories, 203 Riverside Drive. 
  NOTE:  Robert B .and Edna M. Lindsey are not listed in the directory. 
 
1952  Corson L., Jr. and Jeannette Hilton, renters 
  U.S. Army 
 
1949  Olive Crow, owner 
  Widow, George D. Crow 
  No occupation listed 
 
1947  George D. Crow, owner 
  Teacher, University of Texas 
  Also listed is George D. Crow, Jr., a student at the University of Texas. 
  NOTE:  Olive Crow is not listed in the directory. 
 
1944-45 George D. and Olive Crow, owners 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is George D. Crow, Jr., U.S. Army. 
 
1942  George D. and Olive A. Crow, owners 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  Charles E. and Flora Green are listed at 2203 Mountain View Road; he 
was the executive editor of the Austin American-Statesman, newspaper. 

 
1941  Charles E. Green, owner 
  Managing editor, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1503 Forest Trail. 
  NOTE:  George D. and Olive Crow are not listed in the directory. 
 
1940  Charles E. Green, renter 
  Managing editor, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1503 Forest Trail. 
 
1939  Charles E. Green, renter 
  Managing editor, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1503 Forest Trail. 
 
1937  Charles E. Green, renter 
  Managing editor, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1503 Forest Trail. 
 
1935  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Charles E. Green, the managing editor of the Austin American-
Statesman, newspaper, is listed at 57 Enfield Road. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Charles E. Green (ca. 1936 – ca. 1941) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Charles E. Green as the owner of this house, which is listed as 
1505 Forest Trail; it was worth $6,000.  Charles E. Green was 37, single, and had been born in 
Texas.  He was the editor of the newspaper. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Charles E. Green living in a rented house at 3230 Harris Park 
Avenue in Austin.  He was 28, had been born in Texas, and was the managing editor of the 
newspaper. 
 
His 1967 death certificate shows that he died on Christmas Day.  He was born in 1901 in Texas, 
and was living at 2705 Verde Vista at the time of his death.  He was the executive editor of the 
newspaper.  He had lived in Austin since 1929. 
 

 
Charles E. Green (at the desk) in the Austin American-Statesman offices (1949) 
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George D. and Olive Crow (ca. 1941 – ca. 1951) 
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His 1918 World War I draft registration card shows that George Davis Crow was living in Dallas.  
He was the manager of the Federal Reserve Bank, Trust Department.  He was married, had 
brown eyes and dark hair, and was of medium height and build. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows George D. and Olive Crow as the owners of a house in Dallas.  
George D. Crow was 52, had been born in North Carolina, and was a clerk in a bank.  Olive 
Crow was 46, had been born in Arizona, and had no occupation listed.  They had 3 children: G. 
Davis, Jr., 20; Emily, 16; and Lois P., 11.  All had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows George D. and Olive Crow as the owners of a house in Dallas, 
Texas.  George D. Crow was 66, had been born in North Carolina, and had no occupation 
listed.  Olive Crow was 59, had been born in Arizona, and had no occupation listed.  They had 
no children listed with them. 
 
George Davis Crow’s 1946 death certificate shows that he was living at this address at the time 
of his death.  He was born in 1873 in Wilmington, N.C., and was a retired banker. 
 

 
Obituary of George Crow 

Austin American, August 14, 1946 
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Funeral notice for George Crow 

Austin American, August 15, 1946 
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Obituary of Olive Crow 

Austin American, January 4, 1967 
 
Robert B. and Edna M. Lindsey (ca. 1955 – ca. 1975) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Robert B. and Mary E. Lindsey living in a rented house in San 
Antonio, Texas.  Robert B. Lindsey was 27, had been born in Texas, and worked in the 
personnel department for the Texas Employment Service.  Mary E. Lindsey was 26, had been 
born in Texas, and was a secretary.  They had lived in Wichita Falls, Texas in 1935. 
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His 1962 death certificate shows that Robert B. Lindsey was born in 1912 in Texarkana, Texas.  
He was living in this house at the time of his death from advanced tuberculosis.  He was a state 
employee.  His widow’s name is listed as Mae Lindsey. 
 

 
Obituary of Robert B. Lindsey 

Austin American, August 15, 1962 
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Sewer connection application by Charles Green for this address (1937) 

Note that the address on the application is 1505 Forest Trail, while city directories show Charles 
Green at 1503 Forest Trail and no address of 1505. 

 

 
Building permit to Gifford White for the construction of a storage shed (1953) 
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The May, 1962 Sanborn map is the first to show this section of the city.  The house appears on 

this map with its current address of 1505 Forest Trail. 
 


