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Waller Plan for Austin from 1839.  
1 Mile X 1 Mile grid framed by the River, West Avenue, East Avenue and North Avenue (now 15th Street)
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Presentation Notes
This is the grid today.  
Austin has done a remarkable job of preserving our downtown.  
This is a legacy that previous generations have given to us.
Likewise, we’re the stewards of this remarkable downtown for future generations.  

There are two places we have clipped allowed the grid to be severely clipped.
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I-35
The Convention Center
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This is from 1995 – prior to the closing of 3rd Street.  
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As it exist today with 2nd Street and 3rd Street Closed to East West travel and Neches to North South
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What is this cost of this? 
6 of the original blocks in the Waller Plan have been super blocked.
Three streets of the grid have been clipped
7 street blocks have been vacated.
Another 10 blocks around the perimeter have been essentially blighted. 
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The new plan would take another two and a half blocks and clip the grid in another two places.  
Why does this matter?   Two reasons:
1.  Creating super blocks and clipping the grid channelizes traffic and creates or greatly exacerbates congestion.
2.  We lose extremely valuable Street 
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Grids serve as a manifold for traffic.  Between two points there are dozens of options for traffic to follow.
This is beneficial for two reasons.
Because there are dozens of options, they can be human scaled.  Smaller, narrower, more conducive to the incredible diversity of activity and complexity of a street in a vibrant city.  
 Because there are dozens of options, the grid is extremely resilient.  If traffic backs up on block, there are many options.  It’s very had to cause the system to fail.
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By contrast – channelizing traffic does two things:
You have to super size it to carry the same amount traffic.  The scale shifts from that of the human to that appropriate for automobile – and we lose the complexity of the street.  
When channelized, the system becomes extremely fragile.  Any inopportune incident along the road can back up traffic for three counties.  
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Watch out on |-35. A vehicle fire has temporarily
closed all lanes near FM 1626. #atxtraffic #my35
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ﬁ TxDOTAustin

The southbound 1-35 lower level is closed due to
crash. #atxtraffic #my35
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6:22 PM - 26 Jan 2017
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The NB [-35 ramp to EB US 290 is closed due to

a crash. Take RM 2222 exit and follow the
access rd. #my35 #atxtraffic
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TxDOTAustin

A crash has closed SB [-35 near FM 3406 in
Round Rock. Two NB lanes also closed as
police/fire work the wreck. #my35 #atxtraffic
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3:18 PM - 1 Feb 2017
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ﬁ TxDOTAustin

Reduced to one NB lane approaching Walnut

Creek -mm 244-due to debris in the road. Stay

left and prepare for delays. #atxtraffic #my35
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' TxDOT Austin

NB [-35 closed at mm 204-SH 123 in San
Marcos. #my35 #atxtraffic
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2 Left Lanes of I-35 at Braker back open
following collision. #My35 #AUStraffic
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Watch out for a crash blocking the NB outside
lane between Slaughter Ln and Wm Cannon Dr.
fatxtraffic #my35
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A crash has closed NB |-35 near Oltorf St. Traffic
detouring to access rd or trying other route.
#atxtraffic #my35

RETWEETS A <"T':f
8 - . Ei - bas

2:36 PM - 21 Dec 2016

LN &

3 s


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is not rare – it’s a built in feature of channelizing traffic – completely unavoidable.  
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There’s a reason why they build the dams here and not here.  

Channels are very easy to block, and are fragile – they create congestion out of thin air.  
Networks provide many alternatives, and are resilient.
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The Proverb Says:  Measure Twice – Cut Once.  Let’s think real hard and measure all the costs before we clip this valuable downtown grid.  
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