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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
FEBRUARY 27, 2017 

NRD-2017-0002 
1009 Willow Street 

Willow-Spence Historic District 
 

PROPOSAL 

Construct a two-story addition to the rear of the existing house; construct a two-story 
garage apartment. 
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The proposed addition will add 371 square feet to the ground level of the house and will 
have 674 square feet upstairs.  The proposed garage apartment will have 511 square feet.  
Construction of the addition will require the removal of a portion of the existing roof, walls, 
and partitions. 
The proposed addition will have horizontal wood siding and wood trim, and a hipped roof 
with composition shingles.  Windows in the addition will be single-hung and painted.  The 
addition will be located at the existing side gable on the historic house.  The proposed 
garage apartment will have horizontal wood siding and a hipped roof with composition 
shingles.  Windows in the garage apartment will also be single-hung and painted. 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The Willow-Spence National Register Historic District has no specific design guidelines for 
additions to historic buildings.  The design guidelines for the district are found within the 
East Cesar Chavez Neighborhood Plan, and were adopted in June, 2000; these mostly 
address new construction. 
General design principles for historic districts recommend retaining the façade of a historic 
building, and designing the addition so that it does not compete with the historic building 
in terms of size, scale, materials, fenestration patterns, and massing.  General design 
principles recommend a single-story rear addition to a single-story house whenever 
possible, but where the addition must be two stories, setting the addition back from the 
front of the house at a distance sufficient to retain the character and articulation of the 
street façade.  
STAFF NOTE 

The East Austin Historical Survey (2016) determined that this house is eligible for 
individual designation; staff’s research on the history of this house is attached. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

The addition, while large, comports with applicable design principles in that it is set back 
from the front of the house (behind the ridgeline of the side-facing gable), and uses 
materials compatible with the historic character of the house and the district.  The 
proposed garage apartment also complies with all applicable design principles. 
Staff recommends approval of the proposal with the following conditions: retain and 
preserve the existing window in the front gable of the house; it is not clear from the plans 
that this window will be preserved; and complete a City of Austin Documentation Package, 
consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative 
history, for archiving at the Austin History Center, prior to the release of any permits. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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East side of the house; the proposed addition will be built at the ridgeline of the east-facing 

gable shown here. 
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1009 Willow Street 
ca. 1910 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1009 Willow Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
August, 2014 
 
1992  Lorenzo and Catherine T. Cardenas, owners 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Lorenzo and Catherine Cardenas, owners 
  Helper, City Street and Bridge Division 
 
1981  Lorenzo and Catherine T. Cardenas, owners 
  Helper, City Street and Bridge Division 
 
1977  Lorenzo and Catherine Cardenas, owners 
  Maintenance man, City Street and Bridge Division 
 
1973  Lorenzo and Catherine T. Cardena, owners 

No occupation listed 
 
1968  Lorenzo and Catherine T. Cardenas, owners 
  Closing machine operator, Frito-Lay (not listed in the directory) 
 
1962  Lorenzo and Cathy Cardenas, renters 

Closing machine operator, Aus-Tex Foods, 404 San Antonio Street. 
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1959  Lorenzo and Cathy Cardenas, renters 

Closing machine operator, Aus-Tex Chili Company, 406 San Antonio Street. 
 
1955  Chester R. Plunkett, owner 

Not listed in the directory 
 
1952  Chester R. and Lottie Puckett, owners 
  Chester: Foreman, City Street and Bridge Department 
  Lottie:  Seamstress, Capitol Curtain, 410 Congress Avenue. 
 
1949  Chester R. and Lottie Puckett, owners 
  Shovel operator 
 
1947  Chester R. and Lottie Puckett, owners 
  Shovel operator, City of Austin 
 
1944-45 Thomas A. and Ruth Cooksey, owners 
  Electrician 
 
1941  Elmer J. and Pauline Sunden, owners 

Sheet metal worker, Young & Pratt, plumbers, 1818 Fredericksburg Road. 
 
1939  Elmer J. Sunden, renter 

Sheet metal worker, Young & Pratt, plumbers, 302-04 Barton Springs Road. 
Also listed is Eric W. Sunden, a mechanic for Chester Allen, used cars, 804 E. 6th 
Street. 

 
1937  Emma Sunden, owner 
  Widow, A.J. Sunden 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are Alma Sunden, no occupation stated; Arthur R. Sunden, no 
occupation stated; Elmer J. Sunden, a tinner at the Co-Op Tin Shop, 210 
Congress Avenue; and Eric W. Sunden, the manager of the East Avenue 
Garage, 2120 East Avenue. 

 
1935  Emma Sunden, owner 
  Widow, Andrew J. Sunden 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are Alma E. Sunden, no occupation stated; Arthur R. Sunden, no 
occupation stated; Elmer J. Sunden, no occupation stated; and Eric W. Sunden, 
a mechanic at the North Austin Service Station, 3208 Guadalupe Street. 

 
1932-33 Emma Sunden, owner 
  Widow, Andrew J. Sunden 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are Alma Sunden, no occupation stated; Arthur Sunden stated; Elmer 
Sunden, no occupation stated; and Eric Sunden, no occupation stated. 

 
1930-31 Emma Sunden, owner 
  Widow, A.J. Sunden 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are Alma Sunden, no occupation stated; Arthur R. Sunden, no 
occupation stated; Elmer Sunden, a tinner at Gage Brothers, general tin and 
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sheet metal work, 7th and Red River Streets; and Eric W. Sunden, a mechanic for 
Capitol Chevrolet, 218-24 E. 5th Street. 

 
1929  Eric Sunden, renter 
  Employed by J.R. Reed Music Company, 805 Congress Avenue. 

Also listed are Arthur Sunden, no occupation stated; Elmer Sunden, a tinner for 
Gage Brothers, general tin and sheet metal work, roof repairs, 7th and Red River 
Streets; and Emma Sunden, the widow of A.E. Sunden, no occupation stated. 

 
1927  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Eric Sunden and the Sunden family are listed as the renters of 1011 
Willow Street.  Eric Sunden was a helper at the Littlefield Building. 
NOTE:  Maggie Lockhart is not listed in the directory. 

 
1924  Maggie Lockhart, renter 
  Widow, David H. Lockhart 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are Howard Lockhart, no occupation shown; and Paul A. Lockhart, a 
U.S. Commissioner and abstractor. 

 
1922  Robert F. and Cleo Jones, renters 
  Iceman 
 
1920  Frank W. and Rosa George, renters 
  Laborer, Riegler Ice Cream Company, 301 W. 6th Street. 
 
1918  William D. and Beulah Craig, renters 

Drugs, 1106 E. 1st Street, also clerk in charge of the Post Office sub-station. 
 
1916  William D. Craig 
  Drugs, 1106 E. 1st Street. 
 
1914  William D. Craig 

Drugs, and clerk in charge, Post Office substation No.. 5, 1106 E. 1st Street. 
 
1912-13 Rufus B. Daniel 
  Conductor 

NOTE:  William D. Craig is listed at 1111 Willow Street (noted in the directory as 
1125 Willow Street); he was a druggist and the clerk in charge of the Post Office 
substation No. 5, 1106 E. 1st Street. 

 
1910-11 Ross L. Hill 
  Brakeman, Houston and Texas Central Railroad 
  Also listed is Thomas F. Keating, a carpenter. 
 
1909-10 No houses are listed in the 1000 block of Willow Street. 

NOTE:  Ross L. Hill is listed at 1201 E. 2nd Street.  He was a brakeman for the 
Houston and Texas Central Railroad. 
NOTE:  Thomas F. Keating is not listed in the directory. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Ross L. and Eula Hill (ca. 1910 – ca. 1912) 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows Ross and Eula Hill as renters at this address.  Ross Hill was 19, 
had been born in Texas, and was a brakeman for the railroad.  Eula Hill was 17, had been born 
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in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  The census report also shows Thomas F. and Eula 
Keating at this address.  Thomas F. Keating was 30, had been born in Alabama, and was a 
druggist at a drug store.  Eula Keating was 24, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had a daughter, Roshell, 10 months.  The Keatings were also renters at this 
address. 
 
The 1900 U.S. Census shows Ross Hill as the 10-year old son of Miles H. and Mary Hill of 
Elgin, Texas.  Ross’ next older sister was Eula Hill, who was 14.  It is believed that Eula Hill 
married Thomas Keating, and lived in this house with Ross Hill and his wife, also named Eula.  
Both Ross and Eula Hill are listed as at school.  Their father was a lawyer. 
 
William D. and Beulah Craig (ca. 1912 – ca. 1919) 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows W.D. and Beulah Craig living in Granger, Texas.  W.D. Craig was 
33, had been born in Texas, and was a pharmacist.  Beulah Craig was 24, had been born in 
Texas and had no occupation listed.  They had a son, W.D., Jr., 1, and an infant daughter 
whose name is not listed in the census report.  Both children had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows the Craigs living at 1009 E. 1st Street in Austin; they owned that 
house.  William D. Craig was 43, had been born in Texas, and was a druggist.  Beulah Craig 
was 33, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  Their children were William D., 
11; and Dorothy, 9.  Both had been born in Texas.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows the Craig 
family at their home at 1009 E. 1st Street; the house was worth $3,000.  William D. Craig was a 
druggist.  Both of their children still lived with them, but neither had an occupation shown in the 
census report.  In 1940, according to the census report of that year, William D. and Beulah 
Craig were still living at 1009 E. 1st Street; William D. Craig was a 63-year old druggist.  Dorothy 
Craig was not listed with them any more, but William D. Craig, Jr., a 31-year old book-keeper at 
the State Board of Control is listed with his parents. 
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Story on the death of William D. Craig 

Austin American, August 4, 1944 
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Obituary of Beulah Craig 

Austin American-Statesman, December 8, 1973 
 
1920 U.S. Census 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Frank W. and Rosa S. George as the renters of this house.  
Frank W. George was 27, had been born in Kentucky, and was a traveling salesman for an ice 
cream company.  Rosa S. George was 25, had been born in Kentucky, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had a son, Frank W., 1, who had been born in Texas. 
 
The Sunden family (ca. 1928 – ca. 1943) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Emma Sunden as the owner of this house, which was worth 
$3,500.  She was a 68-year old Swedish-born widow with no occupation listed.  With her lived 4 
adult children: Eric, 35, a mechanic in an auto shop; Alma, 33, who had no occupation listed; 
Elmer, 25, a tinner; and Arthur, 22, a laborer for a private firm.  All of Emma Sunden’s children 
had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Elmer J. and Pauline Sunden as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $3,500.  Elmer J. Sunden was 34, had been born in Texas, and was a tinner.  
Pauline Sunden was 24, had been born in Texas, and was the receiver for a department store.  
With them lived Annie M. Didway, 16, who had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.. 
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Obituary of Emma Sunden 

Austin American, February 16, 1938 
 

 
Story on the death of Elmer Sunden 
Austin American, March 11, 1946 
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Obituary of Arthur Sunden 

Austin American, November 17, 1960 
 

 
Obituary of Eric Sunden 

Austin American-Statesman, January 26, 1985 
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Chester and Lottie Puckett (ca. 1946 – ca. 1957) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Chester and Lottie Puckett as the renters of the house at 75 
Rainey Street in Austin.  Chester Puckett was 26, had been born in Texas, and was a truck 
driver for the city.  Lottie Puckett was 27, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  
They had a son, Raymond, 3, who had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Chester R. and Lottie Puckett renting the house at 67 Waller 
Street in Austin.  Chester Puckett was 36, had been born in Texas, and was a truck driver for 
the city.  Lottie Puckett was 37, had been born in Texas and had no occupation listed.  They 
had 2 children: Raymond, 13; and Fay, 6.  Both had been born in Texas.  Also in the household 
was Lottie Puckett’s mother, Hattie Cooper, a 59-year old Tennessee-born widow with no 
occupation listed. 
 
His 1977 death certificate shows that Chester Raymond Puckett was born in 1904 in Travis 
County, and was a general foreman for the Street and Bridge Department of the City of Austin.  
He was living at 1311 Fairwood Road at the time of his death. 

 
Obituary of Chester Puckett 

Austin American-Statesman, December 23, 1977 
 

Lorenzo and Catarina Cardenas (ca. 1957 – ca. 1998) 
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Obituary of Catarina Cardenas 

Austin American-Statesman, February 24, 1997 
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Obituary of Lorenzo Cardenas 

Austin American-Statesman, August 31, 1998 
 
 

 
Building permit to E.J. Sunden for the construction of the garage (1941) 
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The house appears on the 1935 Sanborn map with its current configuration. 
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