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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 27, 2017 
NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT PERMITS 

NRD-2017-0003 
1409 WESTOVER ROAD 

OLD WEST AUSTIN 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1939 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with an extended eave serving as a 
front door hood; single 8:8 fenestration; prominent exterior chimney on the front façade.  
RESEARCH 

This very modest house was built in 1939; the first owners and occupants were James and 
Jo Marie Knight, who lived here until around 1950.  James Knight was a UT professor who 
had grown up in West Texas and then came to Austin for his post-graduate degrees.  He 
then served as a school principal in several small Texas communities, before joining the 
faculty at the University of Texas, where he specialized in educational psychology.  He 
conducted extension classes throughout South Texas for the University, and after his 
service in World War II, he was appointed the director of the Extension Teaching and Field 
Service Bureau of the Division of Education; he held that position until 1956. 
From around 1950 until his death in 1977, the house was owned and occupied by J.C. (Jesse 
Cage) Kellam, and his wife, Louise.  J.C. Kellam grew up near Blanco, Texas, and was a 
college friend and confidant of Lyndon Johnson while they both attended school at San 
Marcos.  Kellam became the Texas administrator of the National Youth Administration in 
the 1930s, and was instrumental in developing programs for Texas youth both in the state, 
and towards the war effort during World War II.  He himself served in the Navy during 
World War II, and when he returned, he became the leader of Lyndon and Lady Bird’s radio 
business, KTBC, in Austin.  Kellam continued his close relationship with the Johnson 
family, and when his wife, Louise, passed away in 1964, the Johnsons came to Austin to 
attend her funeral.  President Johnson appointed Kellam to serve on a national panel 
looking at adult basic education in the late 1960s; J.C. Kellam passed away in 1977.  His 
widowed sister, Doris Wildenthal, who had lived in the house after Louise Kellam’s death, 
became the occupant of the house as reported in the city directories. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is contributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic District. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Initiate historic zoning or postpone to March 27, 2017 to fully evaluate alternatives to 
demolition.  The house has clear historical significance with its long-time connections to 
J.C. Kellam, a very influential member of Lyndon and Lady Bird Johnson’s inner circle, and 
a progressive administrator of the NYA programs in Texas during President Franklin 
Roosevelt’s New Deal.  If the Commission decides not to initiate historic zoning or postpone 
the case, then staff must recommend release of the permit upon completion of a City of 
Austin Documentation Package and the Commission’s review of any proposed new building 
for the site. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1409 Westover Road 
ca. 1939 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1409 Westover Road 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2017 
 
1992  J.C. Kellam, renter 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Doris K. Wildenthal, renter 

Retired 
 
1981  Doris K. Wildenthal, renter 
  Retired 
 
1977  Jesse C. Kellam, owner 

President / general manager, LBJ Company (KLBJ AM and FM radio stations), 
910 Brazos Street. 

 
1973  Jesse C. Kellam, owner 

President / general manager, LBJ Company (KLBJ AM and FM radio stations), 
910 Brazos Street. 

 
1968  Jesse C. Kellam, owner 

President / general manager, LBJ Company (KLBJ AM and FM radio stations), 
910 Brazos Street. 
Also listed as an owner is Doris Wildenthal, the widow of Bryan Wildenthal.  She 
had no occupation shown.  With her is listed Doris Wildenthal, a clerk at the 
Texas Education Agency. 

 
1965  Jesse C. Kellam, owner 
  President, KTBC Radio and TV7, 119 E. 10th Street. 
  NOTE:  Doris WIldenthal is not listed in the directory. 
 
1961  Jesse C. and Louise M. Kellam, owners 

President, KTBC TV, 115 E. 10th Street. 
 
1957  Jesse C. and Louise M. Kellam, owners 
  President, KTBC Radio, 122 E. 6th Street. 
 
1954  Jesse C. and Louise M. Kellam, owners 

Manager, KTBC Radio (Claudia T. Johnson, proprietor), 122 E. 6th Street. 
 
1952  Jesse C. and Louise M. Kellam, owners 

General manager, KTBC Radio, Brown Building, 8th and Colorado Streets). 
 
1949  James and Jo M. Knight, owners 

Professor, University of Texas 
Also listed is Jo E. Knight, a student at the University of Texas. 
NOTE:  Jesse C. and Louise Kellam are listed at 1804 ½ W. 6th Street.  He was 
the general manager of KTBC Radio, with offices in the Brown Building. 
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1947  James and Jo M. Knight, owners 
  Director, Extension Bureau, University of Texas. 
 
1944-45 James H. and Hazel Jennings, renters 
  Manager, W.K. Jennings Electric Company, 310 W. 10th Street. 

NOTE:  James Knight is listed in the directory as a professor at the University of 
Texas, but had no residential address shown. 

 
1941  James and Jo Marie Knight, owners 
  Associate professor, University of Texas 
 
1940  James and Jo Marie Knight, owners 
  Professor, University of Texas 
 
1939  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  James Knight is listed as an associate professor at the University of 
Texas, but living in Harlingen, Texas. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
James and Jo Marie Knight (ca. 1939 – ca. 1950) 
James and Jo Marie Knight appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $6,000.  James Knight was 44, had been born in Texas, and was a professor at the 
University of Texas.  Jo Marie Knight was 45, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had a daughter, Jo Ellen, 9, who had been born in Texas.  The family had lived in 
Harlingen, Cameron County, Texas in 1935. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows James and Joe M. Knight living in an apartment at 204 E. 22nd 
Street in Austin.  James Knight was 33, had been born in Texas, and was a teacher at the 
university.  Joe M. Knight was 32, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They 
had no children listed with them. 
 
His 1917 World War I draft registration card shows that James Knight was living at O’Brien, 
Texas, and had been born in Sterling City, Texas in 1895.  He was a special agent in Haskell 
County.  He was single, of medium height and had a slender build, grey eyes, and brown hair. 
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News story on a talk given by James Knight 

Austin American-Statesman, August 24, 1958 
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Story on the death and funeral of James Knight 

Austin Statesman, June 4, 1965 
 
Jo Marie Knight died in Cameron County, Texas in 1970. 
 

 
Obituary of Jo Marie Knight 

Austin American-Statesman, April 4, 1970 
 
Jesse C. and Louise M. Kellam (ca. 1950 – ca. 1977) 
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His undated World War I draft registration card shows that Jesse Cage Kellam was living in San 
Marcos, Texas.  He was born in August, 1900, and was a student.  He was of medium height 
and build, and had light eyes and light hair. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Jesse Kellam as a roomer in the home of John C. and Caroline 
Van Nuys of Lufkin, Texas.  Jesse Kellam was 30, had been born in Texas, and was a high 
school coach.  His landlord, John C. Van Nuys, was a 61-year old Indiana-born physician.  
Caroline Van Nuys, 60, had also been born in Indiana, and had no occupation listed. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Jesse and Louise Kellam as the renters of the house at 6 Happy 
Hollow Lane in Austin.  Jesse Kellam was 39, had been born in Texas, and was the state 
director for the NYA.  Louise Kellam was 33, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had a daughter, Anita Louise, 3 months, who had been born in Texas.  The family 
had lived in San Marcos, Texas in 1935.  
 
His 1977 death certificate shows that Jesse Cage Kellam was living at this house at the time of 
his death.  He was born in 1900 in Blanco, Texas, and had lived in Austin since 1935.  He was a 
widower and a broadcasting executive. 
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Story on Jesse C. Kellam’s presentation on NYA projects to the Young Men’s Business League 

in Austin; Kellam was the Texas administrator of NYA programs. 
Austin American, February 12, 1938 
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Story on J.C. Kellam 

Austin American-Statesman, November 19, 1939 
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Story of Jesse Kellam’s NYA program initiatives 

Austin Statesman, November 6, 1942 
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Story on J.C. Kellam’s appointment to the National Advisory Committee on Adult Basic 

Education 
Austin Statesman, January 24, 1967 
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Story on the death of Louise Kellam 
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Austin American-Statesman, February 9, 1964 

 
NOTE:  The Johnsons’ attendance at Louise Kellam’s funeral was covered by the New York 
Times and the Chicago Tribune. 
 

 
Story on the death of Jesse C. Kellam 

Austin American-Statesman, October 12, 1977 
 

 
Death notice for Jesse C. Kellam 

Austin American-Statesman, October 12, 1977 
 

 

 
Building permit to construct this house (1939) 
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Sewer connection application for this address (1939) 

 
 


