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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MARCH 27, 2017 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2017-0108 
1003 E. 14TH STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1925 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled frame bungalow with a partial-width inset porch; 
single and paired 1:1 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1925 by William and Edith Pearson, who lived here until around 
1951.  Both William and Edith Pearson were born in Texas to Swedish-born parents.  Will 
Pearson worked in several blue-collar occupations.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows him as a 
house painter, while the city directories show him as a ginner and a carpenter.  After his 
death in 1941, Edith Pearson continued to live in this house for about 10 more years, until 
she moved to National City, California, where she died in 1972. 
From around 1951 until around 1970, the house was owned and occupied by Harry and 
Elvera Collin.  Harry Collin was born in Texas to Swedish-born parents, and grew up in the 
1000 block of E. 13th Street.  His father was a stonecutter in a marble yard.  Harry Collin 
was a construction worker and carpenter for the time that he and Elvera lived in this 
house.  His last job was as a salesman for an auto parts store. 
Since around 1970, the house has either been vacant or a rental property. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is listed in the East Austin Historical Survey (2016) with a recommendation that 
it would be contributing to a potential historic district.  The survey also notes that the 
house is contributing to a National Register Historic District, but it is, in fact, outside the 
Swedish Hill National Register Historic District. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house, while potentially contributing to a 
potential locally-designated historic district in this neighborhood, lacks the requisite 
architectural and historical significance to warrant individual designation as a historic 
landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1003 E. 14th Street 
ca. 1925 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1003 E. 14th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
March, 2017 
 
1992  Christopher G. Currier, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Christopher G. Currier was a new resident at 
this address. 

 
1985-86 No return 
 
1981  No return 
 
1977  Vacant 
 
1973  Philip A. Burbank, renter 

Minister, International Society for Krishna Consciousness (not listed in the 
directory). 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Philip A. Burbank was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1968  Harry and Elvira Collin, renters 

Salesman, Standard Automotive, auto parts, 1809 Manor Road. 
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1964  Harry and Elvira Collins, renters 
  Carpenter 
 
1961  Harry and Elvira Collins, renters 

Carpenter 
 
1957  Harry and Elvera Collin, renters 

Laborer 
 
1953  Harry and Elvera Collin, renters 
  Construction worker 
 
1949  Edith C. Pearson, owner 

No occupation listed 
NOTE:  Harry and Elvera Collin are listed at 1004 E. 13th Street.  He had no 
occupation shown. 
 

1947  Edith C. Pearson, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1944-45 Edith C. Pearson, owner 
  Widow, W.M. Pearson 
  No occupation listed 
 
1941  William M. and Edith Pearson, owners 
  Driver, County Commissioner Precinct 4. 
 
1939  William M. and Edith Pearson, owners 
  Carpenter 
 
1937  William M. and Edith Pearson, owners 
  Carpenter 
 
1935  William M. and Edith Pearson, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1932-33 William M. and Edith Pearson, owners 
  Ginner 
 
1930-31 William M. and Edith Pearson owners 
  Carpenter 
 
1929  William and Edith Pearson, owners 
  Ginner 
 
1927  William and Edith Pearson, owners 
  Engineer 
 
1924  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  William and Edith Pearson are not listed in the directory. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
William and Edith Pearson (ca. 1925 – ca. 1951) 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Will and Edith Pearson as the renters of a house at 1010 S. 1st 
Street in Austin.  Will Pearson was 29, had been born in Texas to Swedish-born parents, and 
had no occupation listed.  Edith Pearson was 26, had been born in Texas to Swedish-born 
parents, and had no occupation listed.  They had no children listed with them. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Will M. and Edith Pearson as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $2,500.  Will Pearson was 39, had been born in Texas to Swedish-born parents, and 
was a house painter.  Edith Pearson was 36, had been born in Texas to Swedish-born parents, 
and had no occupation listed.  They had 3 children: Wilbur, 9; Lambert, 7; and Doris, 1.  All of 
the children had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Will and Edith Pearson as the owners of this house, which was 
worth $2,500.  Will Pearson was 49, had been born in Texas, and was a carpenter in building 
construction.  Edith Pearson was 46, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  
They had 3 children: Wilbur, 19; Lamert, 17; and Doris, 11, all of whom had been born in Texas.  
In addition, Edith’s sister, Alma Sunden, 44, lived with them.  She had no occupation listed.  The 
family also had a lodger, Martin Carlson, 32, who had been born in Texas, and was a clerk in a 
grocery store..  He had lived in Kenedy, Texas in 1935. 
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Obituary of William Pearson 

Austin American-Statesman, April 13, 1941 
 

 
Obituary of Edith Pearson 

Austin American-Statesman, October 29, 1972 
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Funeral notice for Edith Pearson 

Austin American, October 30, 1972 
 
 
 
Harry and Elvera Collin (ca. 1951 – ca. 1970) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Harry Collin as the 34-year old son of Andrew A. and Augusta 
Collin, who owned their home worth $1,100 at 1004 E. 13th Street in Austin.  Harry Collin had 
been born in Texas and was an attendant at a filling station.  His father, Andrew, 70, had been 
born in Sweden and had no occupation listed.  His mother, Augusta, 68, had been born in 
Sweden and had no occupation listed.  Harry had a younger brother, Albert, 31, who had been 
born in Texas, and was a common laborer in building construction. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows the Collin family at the same address; Harry’s father, Andrew 
Collin, was a stone cutter in a marble yard.  Harry had 2 older siblings: Carl, 19, a machinist,; 
and Lillian, 15, who had no occupation listed.  Harry was 13.sadowsks 
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Obituary of Harry A. Colli9n 

Austin American-Statesman, January 7, 1997 
 

 
Death notice for Elvera Collin 

Austin American-Statesman, October 21, 1998 
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Water service permit to William Pearson for this address (1925) 

 
 

 


