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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
APRIL 10, 2017 

NRD-2017-0003 
1409 Westover Road 

Old West Austin 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1939 house and construct a new house. 
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The applicant proposes to demolish a ca. 1939 one-story, rectangular-plan, side-tabled 
frame house with an extended eave serving as a front door hood; the house has single 8:8 
fenestration and a prominent exterior chimney on the front façade. 
The proposed house will be a two and a half story, front-gabled, frame house with hardi-
plank siding, a partial-width front porch, single and paired 2:2 fenestration, and an asphalt 
shingle roof.  The house has a projecting, two-story, front gabled section, a shed-roofed 
second-story addition, and a shed-roofed integral garage.  The proposed house is a neo-
traditional design, reminiscent of late Victorian houses. 
RESEARCH ON THE EXISTING HOUSE 
This very modest house was built in 1939; the first owners and occupants were James and 
Jo Marie Knight, who lived here until around 1950. James Knight was a UT professor who 
had grown up in West Texas and then came to Austin for his post-graduate degrees.  He 
then served as a school principal in several small Texas communities, before joining the 
faculty at the University of Texas, where he specialized in educational psychology.  He 
conducted extension classes throughout South Texas for the University, and after his 
service in World War II, he was appointed the director of the Extension Teaching and Field 
Service Bureau of the Division of Education; he held that position until 1956. 
From around 1950 until his death in 1977, the house was owned and occupied by J.C. (Jesse 
Cage) Kellam, and his wife, Louise.  J.C. Kellam grew up near Blanco, Texas, and was a 
college friend and confidant of Lyndon Johnson while they both attended school at San 
Marcos.  Kellam became the Texas administrator of the National Youth Administration in 
the 1930s, and was instrumental in developing programs for Texas youth both in the state, 
and towards the war effort during World War II.  He himself served in the Navy during 
World War II, and when he returned, he became the leader of Lyndon and Lady Bird’s radio 
business, KTBC, in Austin.  Kellam continued his close relationship with the Johnson 
family, and when his wife, Louise, passed away in 1964, the Johnsons came to Austin from 
Washington, D.C. to attend her funeral.  President Johnson appointed Kellam to serve on a 
national panel looking at adult basic education in the late 1960s; J.C. Kellam passed away 
in 1977.  His widowed sister, Doris Wildenthal, who had lived in the house with him after 
Louise Kellam’s death, became the sole occupant of the house as reported in city directories. 
STAFF COMMENTS: 
The house is contributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic District. 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The Old West Austin National Register Historic District has no design guidelines for new 
construction.  General design principles for new construction within historic districts 
emphasize compatibility with contributing houses within the district in terms of size, scale, 
materials, fenestration patterns, massing, and floor-to-ceiling ratios. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
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Staff recognizes the significance of the owners of this house; J.C. Kellam was a very 
influential member of Lyndon and Lady Bird Johnson’s inner circle, and a progressive 
administrator of the NYA programs in Texas during President Franklin Roosevelt’s New 
Deal.  However, this house lacks the architectural merit to truly warrant individual 
designation as a historic landmark.  Staff therefore recommends that the demolition and 
building permits be released upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, 
consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative 
history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
LOCATION MAP 
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