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Per Council Resolution #20100819-035, all City infrastructure projects commissioned by the
City of Austin are directed to visit the Austin Design Commission.

We are requesting a letter stating that the project has been presented to the Design
Commission.

The project is approximately 90% complete. The project is just completed its initial review
by the City of Austin DSD. We have also just completed the second submittal to the Mueller
New Construction Council on Wednesday April 12th and received their approval.

This project is subject to site plan approval. This project will not be presented to Planning
Commission or City Council.

This project has to meet the requirements set forth within the Mueller PUD. These include
sidewalk width, street trees and landscaping. In addition, the plaza is designed as a focal
point to give information about the project, provide a teaching tool about solar and serve as
a trailhead to connect the street sidewalks to future trails within the undeveloped area.



See attached project background statement.

The project has reached out to the neighbors surrounding the project. Please see the
attached list with dates the neighbors were contacted.

This project is not being submitted for the Downtown Density Bonus Program.

This project was submitted for review and we received comments on April 12. There were
not any significant comments returned from the review.

Yes, this project has to comply to the Mueller PUD requirements for street trees,
landscaping and overall aesthetics. The project is being reviewed by the Mueller New
Construction Council to meet these requirements. The project was approved on April 12th
as shown in the exhibits with minor changes.



The plaza for the project will serve as a connection point between the street sidewalks and
future trails within the area. This project will install sidewalk along the street that will tie into
the plaza. The plaza is designed to be ADA accessible.

The project is located within the parking lot of the old Robert Mueller Airport. The site does
not contain any existing features to be preserved.

The project is located within the Mueller Development. The Mueller Master Plan does not
have this project included on it. This location was chosen because of the roof top
population of solar panels and their relation to the battery storage. While the project was
not shown on the Master Plan, the zoning and use of the location is permitted within the
Mueller PUD documents.

The size of the equipment and its spacing was taken into consideration for the layout. Each
battery is approximately 9.3 feet tall and needs 10 feet of space around the doors to service
it. The wall was designed so that the batteries could not been above it as you walk along
Zach Scott Street.



See attached project background statement.

Yes, this project includes street trees to provide shade for the adjacent sidewalks and
bike lanes. We have also included benches within the plaza for rest and shaded areas.
The plaza will serve as a trail head for the future trails within the undeveloped adjacent
area.

The SHINES project is surrounded on three sides by undeveloped property and the Rise
School on the fourth. Due to the high voltage system of this project, the battery units
need to be contained within a fenced area. Rather than utilizing typical substation fencing
Austin Energy proposed to construct a solid wall fence for safety and security but also
aesthetics. The wall incorporates colored block with glass block highlights. Landscaping
consisting of trees, shrubs and grasses will provide additional transition materials.



The SHINES project is about energy storage (batteries) and the use of solar panels to
lower the carbon footprint. The electricity stored in the batteries can come from the roof
top solar panels. The stored energy is then utilized on days when there is less sun,
producing less electricity from the panels and thereby drawing less power from
conventional power plants.

This project is not required to meet a LEED certification.

No other significant sustainable components were noted.



Project Background 

Austin Energy, through its SHINES Project (Sustainable and Holistic Integration of Energy 
Storage and Solar Photovoltaics), is integrating solar power, energy storage, smart inverters, 
forecasting tools, market signals, advanced communications and a software optimization 
platform to address energy needs.   This "system" of equipment will help balance power supply 
and demand to make the power networks more resilient, efficient and cleaner. The site will 
consist of an access road with 7 battery pods for energy storage, underground conduits for 
wiring and an 8 to 12 foot solid wall enclosure. Austin SHINES is a 39-month project that 
consists of a contract phase, design phase, deployment phase, and demonstration phase. The 
project is estimated to be completed by April 30, 2019. 
  
Shared Values for Urban Areas: 

1- Humane Character 
The SHINES project has several aspects to make the project friendly and inviting to 
pedestrians.  It incorporates a plaza at the front of the project that will be a place of rest 
and conversation.  The plaza will serve as a connection point of the sidewalks along 
Zach Scott Drive and the trails that will be developed by the adjacent projects.  In 
addition, it provides an educational component for pedestrians to talk and learn more 
about solar as an alternate source of energy and battery containment as a means of 
storing that energy for future use.  

2- Density 
This project does not have a density component.  

3- Sustainability: 
The SHINES project will make the City of Austin’s vision of achieving 55% renewable 
energy generation by 2025 possible. This vision includes specific goals for local solar 
and energy storage. The SHINES project will analyze and determine best practices for 
integrating renewable energy and energy storage on the electric grid at utility, 
commercial and residential scales. Through the SHINES project, the City of Austin will 
have the ability to harness higher levels of renewable solar power and make it available 
to the electric grid regardless of available sunshine. 

4- Diversity 
The SHINES project will allow people to see how their individual efforts can be combined 
to have a project that will help everyone.  Energy consumption is something that we all 
participate in within our daily activities.  This project demonstrates how homes with solar 
panels can contribute to stored energy that everyone can then utilize.   

5- Economic Vitality 
The SHINES project utilizes integrated technologies to help collect and place solar 
energy on the grid in order to lower the cost of electricity.  The lower cost of electricity 
can in turn help with the feasibility of developing other projects.   

6- Civic Art 
This project does not require Civic Art, but Civic Art is included in the Mueller 
Development and found throughout the area.  



7- A Sense of Time 
The SHINES project is an example of the awareness that is within our society today for 
the conservation of natural resources and new technology to help monitor their use.  The 
Mueller Development is the right location because of the overall development’s
commitment to the use of solar panels and sustainable building.  The success of this 
model will help mark the time of conservation that we going through today.   

8- Unique Character 
The SHINES project requires that a barrier be placed around it for security and safety.  A 
solid wall will be constructed for these purposes.  Rather than a typical straight-line wall, 
it has been designed with a series of oval and elliptical curves to provide its own shape.  
The wall will feature three different colors that will have a unique pattern.  The exterior 
will be landscaped with trees, rock, wildflowers, native grass and perennials giving it a 
natural beauty with seasonal blooms. 

9- Authenticity 
The City of Austin has set itself to become a leader in sustainability and green building.  
This project furthers the City of Austin’s vision of renewable energy generation and 
storage.  The project plaza will be multifunctional as it will be utilized as a trailhead for 
the sidewalks and future trails through the adjacent track.  It will also serve as an 
educational component to teach pedestrians about solar energy and energy storage.  

10-  Safety  
Due to the high voltage of the batteries, pedestrian safety is a great concern.  An 8 to 
12-foot solid wall will surround the site for the security, safety and protection of the 
people. 

11-  Connection with Outdoors 
The SHINES plaza will serve as a connection point between the street sidewalks and 
future trails within the area.  This project will install sidewalk along the street that will tie 
into the plaza.  The plaza is designed to be ADA accessible.   
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Address Search

Location: 

Grid: 

Future Land Use (FLUM): 

Regulating Plan: 

Zoning: 

Zoning Case: 

Zoning Ordinance
(Mostly after 2000): 

Zoning Overlays: 
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A U S T I N T E X A S . G O V A I R P O R T L I B R A R Y A U S T I N  E N E R G Y A U S T I N  W A T E R C O N V E N T I O N  C E N T E R V I S I T O R S  B U R E A U O P E N  G O V E RN M E
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