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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
APRIL 24, 2017
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2017-0101
2614 DELWOOD PLACE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1951 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One- to two-story irregular-plan, flat-roofed, stone-veneered mid-century Modern house
with banks of horizontally-paned windows, a prominent rectangular stone-veneered
chimney, and an integral garage on a lower level.

This house displays the influence of the International Style on mid-century Modern design
in Austin. The International Style has its origins in Europe in the 1920s and 1930s,
particularly among the practitioners of the Bauhaus School of design in pre-Nazi Germany.
The American proponents of the International Style included nationally-known architects
such as Henry-Russell Hitchcock, Frank Lloyd Wright, and Philip Johnson, all of whom
designed buildings which have become icons of modern American architecture. The
principles of International Style design include the use of rectilinear forms, a surface devoid
of applied ornamentation, and the extensive use of glass and steel, particularly in long,
horizontal bands of windows. In the United States, the International Style was applied
more commonly to commercial buildings than to residential designs. It was not until after
World War II that the influences of the International Style can be seen in the development
of mid-century Modern residential design.

This house was designed by Arthur Fehr, of the firm of Fehr and Granger, one of the pre-
eminent architectural firms in Austin specializing in International and mid-century
Modern designs.

RESEARCH

This house was built in 1951 for Dr. Elizabeth Agnes Paterson, a physician with a general
practice who then began a specialty in anesthesiology. She was the daughter of Scottish-
born rancher Peter Paterson, and in addition to her medical practice, she maintained her
family’s ranchlands in Kimble County, Texas.

The house was designed by Arthur Fehr, of the firm Fehr and Granger. Fehr was one of
Austin’s pre-eminent designers of the International style, which led into mid-century
Modern design.

Arthur Fehr was born in Austin in 1904. He graduated from the architecture program at
the University of Texas in 1925 and went to work in San Antonio with Harvey P. Smith,
who was noted for the Beaux Arts and Spanish Colonial styles. Fehr’s first major work in
Austin was Kilian Hall at the old Concordia Lutheran College campus off Red River Street,
designed in the Spanish Colonial style. After a hiatus in New York, Fehr returned to San
Antonio, where he worked on the restoration of the Spanish Governor’s Palace among other
projects. During the Depression, he worked as an architect for the National Park Service,
and designed the structures at Bastrop State Park in the “rustic” style. Following his work
for the National Park Service, he returned to Austin and opened his own practice, working
with local craftsmen including Peter Mansbendel and Fortunat Weigl. Most of his work in
the late 1930s was still in traditional, period revival styles, but after meeting and working
with Charles Granger, who he had met while working at Bastrop State Park, Fehr’s
emphasis turned dramatically toward modern design, relying heavily on the tenets of the
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International style. Fehr designed several modern houses in Austin, beginning with the
now-landmarked Darnall House on Wooldridge Drive. After World War II, Fehr and
Granger established their partnership, and began racking up local and national
architectural awards for their unprecedented designs, both in residential projects as well as
schools, churches, and other institutional buildings. Fehr especially favored the use of local
materials, particularly local limestone, as an exterior cladding material. After Granger’s
tragic death in an auto accident in 1956, Arthur Fehr continued the practice, until his
death in 1964. Over the course of their collaboration, Fehr and Granger designed more
than 1,000 buildings, and was one of the largest architectural firms in Austin.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Initiate historic zoning. This house is a textbook example of Arthur Fehr’s residential
design work in Austin, and represents the principles of both the International and mid-
century Modern styles.
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2614 Delwood Place
ca.1951I7

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
2614 Delwood Place

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office

March, 2017

1992

1985-86

1981

1977

1973

1968

1964

1961

Kay Taylor, renter
No occupation listed

Tom R. Doyal, renter

Publisher, Texas School Law News, 1501 W. 5" Street.

NOTE: The directory indicates that Tom R. Doyal was a new resident at this
address.

Elizabeth A. Paterson, owner
Retired

Elizabeth A. Paterson, owner
Retired

Elizabeth A. Paterson, owner
Retired

Elizabeth A. Paterson, owner
No occupation listed

Elizabeth A. Paterson, owner
Physician, 2901 Red River Street

Elizabeth A. Paterson, owner



D4-5
Physician, 2901-A Red River Street.

1957 Elizabeth A. Paterson, owner
Physician, Medical Arts Square

1953 Elizabeth A. Paterson, owner
Physician, 1100 Guadalupe Street.

1952 Under construction
NOTE: Elizabeth Paterson is listed at 2508 San Gabriel Street. She was a

physician, with her office at 1403-C Guadalupe Street.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:

Elizabeth A. Paterson (ca. 1951 — ca. 1984)

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Elizabeth Paterson as the 39-year old single daughter of Peter
and Mary Paterson, who owned their home at 2508 San Gabriel Street, a house that was worth
$8,000. Elizabeth Paterson had been born in Texas, and is listed as a doctor in private practice.
Her father, Peter Paterson, 83, had been born in Scotland and was a rancher. Her mother,
Mary Paterson, 78, had been born in England, and had no occupation listed.

The 1920 U.S. Census shows the Paterson family living in a house they owned in San Antonio.
This census reveals that Elizabeth had two younger siblings: Jack, 17; and Mary, 16. Nobody in
the family had an occupation listed.

Dr. Eiizaveth Agnes Paterson

Dr. Elizabeth Agnes Paterson, M.D,,
age 83, of Austin died Friday.

She was a graduate of Newcomb
Coliege and received her medical de-
gree from Tulane University in 1828.
She was in general practice in Austin
until specializing in anesthesiology. In.
addition to her ranching interests in

-Kimble County, she was active in the
Republican Party, the Altrusa Club
and the Espiscopal Church of the
Good Shepherd. -

Survivors include her sister, Mrs.
Llewellyn (Mary) Rose, Austin; niece,
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Serﬂces.znoPMSunday.EpM
Church of the Ggod Shepherd. Burial,
Austin Memorigl Park. Paiibearers,
Fred W. Hall, Charles S. Hall, M.G.
‘Michaelis, I, Bruce F. Rleck,Kevin
P.C. Ramsey, H. W, Rleckand Ben

" Memorial mtrlbutlm may be
made to the. charity of one’s choice.

lents by Weﬁ&rhy'
Funeral Home., ;

Obituary of Elizabeth Paterson
Austin American-Statesman, April 8, 1984

-Dr, Elizabeth Peatterson .7 -2614 Delwood Place
170 North 50'of 20 & S0.50'0f 21 - - -
Tarrytown Oske #2

Stone veneer reasidence and garage

attached.
488156 3-17-51 $30,000.00
_ H. P. Ross |
L §

Building permit to Dr. Elizabeth Paterson for the construction of this house (1951)
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A Midcentury modern home by
Arthur Fehr could be demolished

2

The 1951 Tarrytown house is being marketed for lot value only—
$995K

BY CINQ 2 CURBEDAUSTIN AUG 24, 2016, 3:00PM CDT

. ' 2614 Delwood Place All photos via
Trask Investments

This lovely and classic midcentury home in Tarrytown, built in 1951, was
designed by Arthur Fehr, half of Fehr & Granger (F&G), which was one of
Austin’s most significant and influential architecture firms in from the late
1940s through the early 1960s.



http://austin.curbed.com/2016/8/24/12628064/midcentury-modern-for-sale-austin-tarrytown-fehr#comments
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http://austin.curbed.com/authors/cindy-widner
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?counturl=http%3A%2F%2Faustin.curbed.com%2F2016%2F8%2F24%2F12628064%2Fmidcentury-modern-for-sale-austin-tarrytown-fehr&text=Midcentury+modern+home+by+Arthur+Fehr+could+be+demolished&url=http%3A%2F%2Faustin.curbed.com%2F2016%2F8%2F24%2F12628064%2Fmidcentury-modern-for-sale-austin-tarrytown-fehr&via=CurbedAustin
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http://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?description=This+classic+midcentury+home+was+designed+by+Arthur+Fehr%2C+half+of+Fehr+%26+Granger+%28F%26G%29%2C+one+of+Austin%E2%80%99s+most+significant+architecture+firms.+Now+it%E2%80%99s+being+marketed+as+a+teardown.&media=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn0.vox-cdn.com%2Fthumbor%2F9-_pYJnlvR4EmxDai-KpHk1UiuQ%3D%2F0x0%3A750x422%2F1000x563%2Fcdn0.vox-cdn.com%2Fuploads%2Fchorus_image%2Fimage%2F50511297%2Ffehr1.0.jpg&url=http%3A%2F%2Faustin.curbed.com%2F2016%2F8%2F24%2F12628064%2Fmidcentury-modern-for-sale-austin-tarrytown-fehr
http://creedefitch.com/austin-modern-homes/2614-delwood-arthur-fehr-1
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Austinites for the most part cherish their Fehr & Granger designs—but not
always. As real estate pro and modern enthusiast Creede Fitch (on whose site
we discovered this listing), this particular one is marketed without any details
about the house. (Fitch provides them from an earlier listing: 1,875 square
feet, two bedrooms, two bathrooms.) Only the lot, its asking price—
$975,000—and its convenient location are part of the listing, by Trask
Investments.

That’s too bad, since it clearly signals to buyers that they’d be better off
bulldozing the house and starting anew than renovating one of the city’s
modernist treasures. Hopefully, it will find a buyer who feels differently.
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