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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
APRIL 24, 2017 

NRD-2017-0020 
900 Theresa Avenue 

West Line Historic District 
PROPOSAL 

Construct a second-story addition to the rear of the one-story house, and rehabilitate the 
existing house. 
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The applicant proposes the construction of a two-story front-gabled addition to the rear of 
the existing one-story front-gabled bungalow.  The proposed addition will have 325 square 
feet on the ground floor and 584 square feet on the second floor.  The siding on the house, 
currently all synthetic, will be replaced with hardi-plank lap siding; the addition will have 
the same siding as that proposed for the existing house.  The existing shingle roof will be 
replaced with a new shingle roof; the roof of the addition will match.  The windows in the 
existing house are a mix of aluminum-framed windows and original 1:1 fenestration.  The 
applicant proposes to replace all of the aluminum-framed windows with vinyl windows; the 
windows in the addition will also be vinyl.  
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The West Line Historic District has no design guidelines regarding additions to structures.  
Despite the changes to the siding and window materials in the existing house, the house is 
considered contributing to the character of the historic district.  General design principles 
for additions in historic districts encourage compatibility in terms of size, scale, massing, 
roof forms, materials, and fenestration patterns, as well as locating second-story additions 
to the rear of the principal house.  The applicant has complied with the intent of the 
general design guidelines in locating the addition at the rear of the structure, using a roof 
form and siding materials compatible with the historic character of the house, and the 
district. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

Staff believes that this house was built ca. 1923, even though there are listings for an 
earlier house on this site; the form of this house is clearly indicative of a 1920s bungalow 
rather than an earlier house form, although there may be a possibility that the porch rail 
dates from an earlier time.  The house was the long-time home of Frank Roll, who worked 
at the Becker Lumber Company as a wood turner and later cabinet-maker. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends re-using the existing wood-frame windows currently on the back of the 
house as the replacement windows for the front of the house to the greatest extent possible.  
Staff applauds the applicant’s decision to rehabilitate the house to a more historic 
appearance by removing the current synthetic siding and replacing it with hardi-plank lap 
siding, but strongly recommends against the use of vinyl windows in the original part of the 
house to the greatest extent possible.  Staff urges the applicant to re-use the original 
windows on the back of the house (which will be removed for the construction of the 
addition) on at least the front of the house to greater restore the historic appearance of the 
house.  Staff further recommends that the applicant consider another window material, 
other than vinyl for the replacement windows in the original part of the house for durability 
and greater direction towards historical accuracy of the house. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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900 Theresa Avenue 
ca. 1923 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
900 Theresa Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
April, 2017 
 
1992  Karen Marshall, owner 
  Occupational therapist 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Karen Marshall was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 Vacant 
 
1981  No return 
 
1977  Vacant 
 
1973  Mike and Georgia Daywood, renters 
  No occupation listed 
 
1968  John and Lillian Dean, renters 

Driver, Yellow Cab Company 
 
1965  John and Mary Dean, renters 
  Driver, Yellow Cab Company 
 
1961  Robert O. and Mary Dean, renters 
  U.S. Air Force 
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NOTE:  John and Lillian Dean are listed at 708 West Lynn Street; he was a driver 
for the Yellow Cab Company. 

 
1957  Beatrice Roll, owner 
  Widow, Frank Roll 
  No occupation listed 
 
1953  Beatrice Roll, owner 

Widow, Frank Roll 
No occupation listed 

 
1949  Frank and Beatrice L. Roll, owners 

Wood turner, Becker Lumber Company, 87-97 Congress Avenue. 
 
1947  Frank and Beatrice L. Roll, owners 
  Wood turner, Becker Lumber Company, 87-97 Congress Avenue. 
 
1944-45 Frank and Beatrice L. Roll, owners 
  Cabinet maker, Becker Lumber Company, 87-97 Congress Avenue. 
 
1941  Frank and Beatrice L. Roll, owners 
  Cabinet maker, Becker Lumber Company, 87-97 Congress Avenue. 
 
1939  Frank and Beatrice L. Roll, owners 
  Cabinet maker, Becker Lumber Company, 87-97 Congress Avenue. 
 
1937  Frank and Beatrice L. Roll, owners 
  Cabinet maker, Becker Lumber Company, 87-97 Congress Avenue. 
 
1935  Frank and Beatrice L Roll, owners 
  Millman, Becker Lumber Company, 87-97 Congress Avenue. 
 
1932-33 Frank and Louise Roll, owners 

Cabinet maker, Becker Lumber Company, 87-97 Congress Avenue. 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 900 Patterson Avenue. 
 
1930-31 Frank and Louise Roll, owners 
  Cabinet maker, Becker Lumber Company, 87-97 Congress Avenue. 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 900 Patterson Avenue. 
 
1929  Frank and Beatrice Roll, owners 

Wood turner, Becker Lumber Company, 87-97 Congress Avenue. 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 900 Patterson Avenue. 
 
1927  Frank Roll, owner 

NOTE:  Neither Frank nor Beatrice Roll are listed in the alphabetical section of 
the directory. 

  NOTE:  The address is listed as 900 Patterson Avenue. 
NOTE:  Lennie Roll is listed as the widow [?] of Frank Roll.  She lived at 2009 E. 
1st Street and had no occupation shown. 

 
1924  Vacant 

NOTE:  Frank Roll (no wife listed) lived at 814 Essex Avenue.  He was a wood 
turner for Becker Lumber Company, 87-97 Congress Avenue. 
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  NOTE:  The address is listed as 900 Patterson Avenue. 
 
1922  John H. and Meda Heath, renters 

Shipping clerk, Shear Company, wholesale groceries, produce, and coffee 
roasters, 301-03 San Jacinto Street. 

  NOTE:  The address is listed as 900 Patterson Avenue. 
NOTE:  Frank and Lennie Roll are listed at 814 Essex Avenue.  He was a wood 
turner for Becker Lumber Company. 

 
1920  Millard L. and Wanda Hutchings, renters 
  Machinist 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 900 Patterson Avenue. 

NOTE:  Frank and Lennie Roll are listed at 814 EWssex Avenue.  H was a 
woodworker for Nalle and Company. 

 
1918  Frank and Lennie Roll, owners 
  Carpenter, Calcasieu Lumber Company 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 900 Patterson Avenue. 
 
1916  Frank Roll 
  Carpenter, Calcasieu Lumber Company 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 900 Patterson Avenue. 
 
1914  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Frank Roll is listed at 615 (701) Wood Street.  He was a carpenter for 
Calcasieu Lumber Company. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Frank and Beatrice Roll (ca. 1923 – ca. 1960) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Frank and Beatrice L. Roll as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $3,000.  Frank Roll was 69, had been born in Germany, and was a cabinet maker for 
a lumber company  Beatrice L. Roll was 54, had been born in England, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had a son, Albert Frank Roll, 9, who had been born in Texas, but is listed as absent 
from the house. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Frank and Beatrice Roll as the owner of this house, which is 
listed as 900 Patterson Avenue.  The house was worth $2,000.  Frank Roll was 59, had been 
born in Germany, and was a wood turner for a lumber company.  Beatrice Roll was 44, had 
been born in England, and had no occupation listed.  They had no children listed with them. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Frank and Lennie Roll as the owners of the house at 806 Essex 
Avenue in Austin.  Frank Roll was 48, had been born in Germany, and was a turner at a lumber 
mill.  Lennie Roll was 49, had been born in Missouri, and had no occupation listed.  Frank Roll 
immigrated to the United States in 1889 and became a naturalized citizen in 1892.  They had no 
children listed with them. 
 
Frank Roll’s 1952 death certificate shows that he was living in this house at the time of his 
death.  He was born in 1871 in Germany, and was a wood turner. 
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Obituary and funeral notice for Frank Roll 

Austin American, June 25, 1952 
 

 
Obituary of Beatrice Roll 

Austin American, January 4, 1957 
 



 C.2 - 8 

 
Funeral notice for Beatrice Roll 

Austin American, January 5, 1957 
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Sewer connection application by Frank Roll for this house (1929) 
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Building permit to Mike Daywood, Jr. to repair and remodel the house (1974 and 1975) 
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