






























































































DOWNTOWN COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 20170419-005

Date: April 19, 2017

Subject: Aerial Encroachment of a portion of East 4th Street by a pedestrian bridge near the
intersection of East 4th Street and Neches Street

Motioned By: Commissioner Timothy Moore Seconded By: Commissioner Chris Kanipe

Recommendation
Approve the Hilton Convention Center Hotel Pedestrian Skyway with the following
three requirements:

• No advertising or signage affixed to the exterior of the pedestrian skyway
• No smoking allowed on the pedestrian skyway
• An environmental assessment conducted on the effect of the pedestrian skyway

design on birds or other airborne wildlife.

Vote 8-0

for: Chair Joel Sher, Vice Chair Sunshine Mathon, Commissioner David Gornez, Commissioner
Andrew Harrison, Commissioner Chris Kanipe, Commissioner Christopher Lehman,
Commissioner Timothy Moore and Commissioner Wendy Dunnam Tita

Against: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Commissioner Jennifer Bristol and Commissioner Sam Sargent

Attest: Mona Sanchez, Liaison
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5/12/2017 Mail - Katie.Mulholland@austintexas.gov

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/?realm=austintexas.gov&path=/mail/search 1/1

_____________________________________________
From: Smith, Emily 
Sent: Wednesday, May 10, 2017 1:01 PM
To: Micah.King@huschblackwell.com; Nikelle.Meade@huschblackwell.com; Halm, Andy; Smith, Mashell; Koerth,
Nichole; Mulholland, Katie; Rivera, Andrew
Cc: Dale, Jim
Subject : RE: 4th Street ped bridge item at Urban Transportation Commission
 
 
Hi everyone, the video of the UTC mee�ng last night can now be found here.
 
The Design Commission, Planning Commission and ul�mately City Council should know when they take this
item up that on Tuesday, May 9 the Urban Transporta�on Commission approved a mo�on to recommend that
Council approve the encroachment between the Conven�on Center and the Hilton Hotel and consider
addi�onal op�ons to maximize capacity. The mo�on passed on Commissioner Johnson mo�on, Commission
Weatherby second on a 7‐0‐2 vote with Commissioners Hennessey and Davis abstaining, and Commissioner
Hosek absent.
 
Please let me know if you have any ques�ons moving forward.
 
Thanks!
 
Emily Smith
Commi�ee Coordinator
Aus�n Transporta�on Department
512.974.2358 | Emily.Smith@aus�ntexas.gov

Dear Design Commission,
 
See email below regarding the Urban Transporta�on Commission’s recommenda�on on the 4th Street
Skybridge.
 
Thanks and have a good (and safe) day!
 
BCC: Design Commission
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
Ka�e Mulholland, Senior Planner
City of Aus�n | Planning and Zoning Department
Ka�e.Mulholland@Aus�nTexas.gov
(512) 974‐3362

Learn more about Vision Zero athttp://austintexas.gov/visionzero
 
Please note: E‐mail correspondence to and from the City of Ausഀn is subject to requests for required disclosure under the Public Informaഀon Act.

http://austintx.swagit.com/play/05092017-1296
mailto:Emily.Smith@austintexas.gov
mailto:Katie.Mulholland@AustinTexas.gov
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Date: May 16, 2017 
To: Austin Design Commission  
From: Public Engagement Working Group 
 
Re: Working Group recommendation for 4th Street Skybridge  
Working Group Meeting date: May 12, 2017  
Applicant: Nikelle Meade, Husch Blackwell LLP 
 
The Design Commission (DC) does not generally recommend approval of skybridges in 
Austin, Texas, given that these elevated structures do not further the intent of the City's 
adopted Urban Design Guidelines (UDG).  The UDGs suggest a focus on structural and 
technological solutions to pedestrian travel that improve and enhance the ground level 
streetscape and do not restrict or appear to restrict public access and enjoyment in the 
public realm.   
 
For this specific project, the DC recommends conditional approval of the Encroachment 
Agreement to construct a publicly accessible skybridge between the Hilton Hotel and 
Austin Convention Center on 4th Street.  Austin Transportation Department and Capital 
Metro representatives have stated that this structure offers substantial pedestrian safety 
for convention center users and the public to cross 4th Street given heavy current and 
future pedestrian traffic associated with the Convention Center and planned expansion of 
the Downtown Metrorail Station between Red River and Trinity Street. 
 
The DC recommends the Encroachment Agreement include the following conditions for 
approval:  

1) The skybridge shall allow for public access during the hours during which Capital 
Metro is running trains. 

2) The Hilton shall coordinate with the Convention Center to ensure a public access 
point for the south side of the skybridge.  Convention Center doors shall be unlocked 
for pedestrian access and the Hilton lobby and employees shall welcome public 
access to the bridge on the north. 

3) Signage shall be provided at street level and on the skybridge to welcome the public 
to utilize the structure. 

4) The Hilton shall coordinate with ATD and Capital Metro to further enhance ground 
level pedestrian safety, including adding safety measures at the hotel entry directly 
adjacent to the tracks. 

 
Respectfully, 
Public Engagement Working Group of the Design Commission 
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